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Concept and Introduction

Lying at the underbelly of the mighty Himalayas and the littoral of the Bay of Bengal, India’s Eastern
and North Eastern states, together with immediate neighbours, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, and

Myanmar together comprise a geographically compact and ecologically fragile region.

It is commonly agreed that greater connectivity within the region, cooperation in ecologically
sustainable practices for management of fragile natural resources along with quality infrastructure
development, developing larger regional trade and fostering people to people relations within the
region are required enablers for inclusive growth and shared prosperity for all the states and nations
in the region. India and Japan have been civilizational partners since time immemorial. However, as
recent times have seen a strategic convergence of India’s “Act East” and “Neighbourhood First”
policies and Japan’s vision of “Free and Open Indo-Pacific”. With the relationship deepening in
manifold dimensions, India-Japan relations have seen a new “high” in recent times. The creation of
the “Act East Forum” at the highest level of government in India was a follow up of the political will
at the very top. Developing collaboration between India and Japan towards development of the North

Eastern region of India has been one of the key components of this strategic convergence.

The North-eastern states are as such landlocked. But the region, put together, enjoys close proximity
to the Bay of Bengal. It is ecologically connected to the Bay of Bengal through a unique “mountain
to sea” contiguous landscape. Connectivity and cooperation with the nations of the Bay of Bengal, in
particular Bangladesh, thus hold enormous possibilities for trade, investment, cultural contacts and
efforts towards holistic conservation of the fragile biodiversity of the region. A connected Bay of
Bengal is also a key component of a Free and Open IndoPacific. Such a connectivity would be a
concrete convergence of the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) and Japan’s Free and Open Indo
Pacific (FOIP) and BIG-B Initiative. It could also be a concrete milestone progress in BIMSTEC
regional connectivity and be in total harmony with India's “Act East” and “Neighbourhood First”

policies.

Japan is the most trusted common development partner of the region and closely working in Indian
North east states, Bangladesh and Bay of Bengal nations in promoting connectivity development,
cross- border infrastructure, trade integration, financial links, and other regional public goods. India
too has been driving several ongoing development projects (connectivity, education, disaster
resilience, power, etc.) within this region. These can be a stable pathway to shared peace and
prosperity. Towards this, Japan has been actively engaged in several projects of connectivity,
livelihood generation and capacity building in the Northeastern states. For example, the Japanese
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funded Matarbari deep sea port in Bangladesh which is expected to be operational in 2027 has the
potential to become a regional hub for the industrial value chain connecting North East through
Tripura with Bangladesh and onward to the larger Bay of Bengal region. Likewise, there are several
connectivity projects also underway in the North- eastern Indian states. However, it would not be
enough just to build physical connectivity, but to go beyond to establish transboundary value chains
which can enable bottom up, inclusive economic growth, which in turn can help to ensure sustainable
economic growth and political stability in the region. Establishing organic linkages between
institutions and people of the region will be the key for this. There is great potential in delving deeper
on how development cooperation between India, Bangladesh and Japan can further deepen and extend

to multiple sectors that are in tune with the economic and social aspirations of the region as a whole.

Map 1: NER and Bangladesh in BIG-B
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With the aim of development of Northeast India states, the Asian Confluence, in collaboration with

the Embassy of Japan organized virtual dialogues in March 2021 and March 2022. These intellectual
dialogues complemented other activities undertaken by the Asian Confluence in collaboration with
the Ministry of External Affairs such as the NADI 2022 dialogue and the Imphal Dialogue which
brought out the potential of collaboration based on the unique and diverse characteristics of each state
in the region and ways to promote interstate collaborations. Various universities and institutions

across all the states participated.

Building on these initiatives already underway, there is large scope and benefits from exploring ways
and means to further deepen cooperation between Japan and North-east Indian states and Bangladesh
by convening intellectual, commercial, and cultural exchanges with vibrant exchange of ideas, skills,
and experiences. This can connect institutions, ideas and champions on the ground and further people
to people interactions to unleash the full benefits of connectivity. The role of the policy makers in

synergy with intellectuals, young entrepreneurs and other stakeholders from the region is key to this
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effort. The third edition of the dialogue brought experts and policymakers to ideate on building
industrial and people connectivity over the physical connectivity projects underway. It would make

an assessment of

o the current state of connectivity and gaps between Bangladesh and Northeastern part of India;
o border connectivity and facilitation, and identification of specific challenges;

o identification of specific issues that need to be addressed on a timeline to overcome these
challenges;

° how to connect businesses, entrepreneurs, and local community stakeholders; and

o exploring India-Japan-Bangladesh collaboration in the region.

Asian Confluence proposes that this third edition of the dialogue be a launch pad to gather the relevant
parties spanning government, industry and civil society to brainstorm on these issues and develop a
work plan for the future which can provide “third space” recommendations for further action in

forums like the Act East Forum.

Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Embassy of Japan, Ministry of External Affairs, North
Eastern Council of India organized the third India-Japan Intellectual conclave on “North East India,
Bangladesh and the Bay of Bengal in the Indo-Pacific: Building on Partnerships: The Way Forward”
at Agartala, Tripura on April 11-12, 2023. The conclave was also supported by the Tripura
Government and Bangladesh Assistant High Commission, Agartala, Tripura. The dialogue aims to
synergize policies of three countries towards the sustainable development of the Bay of Bengal
Region. The dialogue brings experts, policymakers and stakeholders from Japan, India, and
Bangladesh together to make an assessment on the topic of North-East India, Bangladesh multimodal

connectivity in the context of India Japan collaboration in the Bay of Bengal region.

The event was attended by Shri. G Kishan Reddy, Hon. Minister, Ministry of Development of North
Eastern Region, Culture and Tourism; H.E. Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Hon. Minister of State,
External Affairs and Education, India; H.E Khalid Mohammad Chowdhury, Minister of Shipping,
Bangladesh; H.E. Shahriar Alam, Hon. Minister of State, Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh; Smt. Santana
Chakma, Industries Minister of Tripura, Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to India
and Senior Officials from Japan, India and Bangladesh. Country heads of Asian Development Bank
offices in India and Bangladesh, JICA Chief Representatives of both India and Bangladesh, JBIC,
Sumitomo Corporation, JCCII, Mitsubishi Corporation and the Deputy Chief of Mission of Japanese
embassy in Bangladesh participated in this conclave. The two-day event witnessed large scale local

participation which included experts, policymakers, scholars and entrepreneurs of the region. Over
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200 delegates participated in this conclave and more than 600 views recorded in virtual platforms to

witness the two days conclave.

A study report titled “Assessing Connectivity between Northeast India and Bangladesh: Towards a
Prosperous Bay of Bengal Region” was released on this occasion. The study discusses the challenges
to India-Bangladesh connectivity and also presents the current status of existing and envisaged
connectivity networks. The report endorsed several policy recommendations to strengthen the NER-

Bangladesh connectivity.

Key Takeaways

1. Looking at the region as “land linked” and “Water linked” instead of “land locked” to
describe the region. In the early days, Northeast India, and present Bangladesh used to experience
a greater connectivity and a close proximity, with the northeast having access to the Bay of Bengal
and Bangladesh having access to Himalayan states. Post partition the region lost its connectivity, free
flow of movement, and the region was termed as “landlocked”. In the last couple of years India and
Bangladesh have managed to revive the rail, water, road and air connectivity making the region land

linked as against the land locked.

2. The trilateral cooperation between India-Japan-Bangladesh will lead to Win Win Win
Win. Win for India, win for Bangladesh, win for Businesses and Win for People of the region.
Over the period of time Japan has emerged as the most trusted common development partner of the
region and closely working in Indian North east states, Bangladesh and Bay of Bengal nations in
promoting connectivity development, cross-border infrastructure, trade integration, financial links,
and other regional public goods, it has proved itself to be a reliable and a strong development partner
for both India and Bangladesh. Now Bangladesh, Japan and India (BaJl) together can explore
triangular cooperation to tap the potential of the sub-region by investing in industrial value chain and

capacity building.

3. There is a need for improving coordination between several institutions and
stakeholders, to synchronize the development work. The region is experiencing rapid development
work, undertaken by various national and international organizations, with a single objective of
integrating and connecting the region, but it has been noticed there is a lack of coordination between
several projects and stakeholder involved, the projects are going in isolation, there is a need to
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synchronize these projects, join the dots and form a bigger and a clear picture. NEC can play a pivotal

role in this.

4. Business now has to drive the connectivity with special focus on SMEs. With remarkable
progress in connectivity in the region now the focus should be to encourage economic activities.Five
key points to improve trade and Investment between India and Bangladesh: First is to reduce trade
barriers. Second is to improve infrastructure. Third is to increase investment. Fourth is to enhance

cooperation and fifth is to strengthen cultural ties

S. Incorporating the Bangladesh viewpoint in the Act East Forum. The Act East Forum was
created. In September 2017, with an objective to promote cooperation between India and Japan in the
development work of the Northeast region as part of India’s Act East Policy and Japan’s Free and
Open Indo Pacific. Bangladesh view point is vital to be incorporated in this agenda. Inviting

Bangladesh as an observer to the act east forum can be a way forward.

6. Tripura as a gateway to the NER and the Bay of Bengal: Development of connectivity
between Tripura with Northeast, rest of India and Bangladesh can transform Tripura state as a
gateway to both the Bay of Bengal. Development of physical connectivity, economic corridors,
creation of value chain, joint investment in manufacturing and services, value addition on rich Agro
produce of the region can truly transform the region. Tripura has two functional land ports, the third
will be commissioned in the near future. With three landports and connectivity to Chittagong, Mongla

and the upcoming Matarbari port, Tripura can be the logistic hub of Northeast.

7. Upgrading Border Haats: Border haats has been a successful experiment; it can be further

upgraded into trans-border economic zones.

8. Power Cooperation: Bangladesh is now looking to import power. The Northeast region is

surplus in power. Northeast and Bangladesh grids can be integrated, for mutual benefit.

0. Increasing awareness of the region amongst Japanese: There is a lack of awareness among
the Japanese people about the tourism circuits in Northeast India and Bangladesh. The tourism sector

for both countries should look at enhancing travel and tourism in their region.

10. Matarbari port can be a game changer in the region, it will bring industrial investment,
generate employment and set up a strong regional value chain.In the last 10 to 15 years, there has

been tremendous change in the space of connectivity, infrastructure development in the Northeast.



However, the economic development of the region is not commensurate with infrastructural

development happening there.
Session Proceedings

Inaugural Session
Smt. Santana Chakma, Industries Minister of Tripura

J The development of connectivity between Tripura and the Northeast, the rest of India, and
Bangladesh has transformed Tripura into a gateway to both the Bay of Bengal and the ASEAN.
Through the development of physical connectivity, economic corridors, creation of value chains, joint
investment in manufacturing and services, and value education on the rich agro produce of the region,
the transformation of the region can be truly achieved.

o Japan holds a significant position in the development of the region. JICA is currently involved
in several ongoing projects in Tripura which will contribute to the holistic development of the state.
o The connection between the Matabari Deep Sea Port in Bangladesh and Sabroom in Tripura,
as well as the creation of a corridor all the way to Silchar and beyond, will undoubtedly transform the
entire region towards inclusive growth and prosperity, and create Tripura as a connectivity hub for
the region.

o The Maitrai Bridge, upcoming integrated check post at Sabroom, and the Agartala-Akhaura
new railway line will improve trade and commerce through Bangladesh. Along with the economy,

connectivity also enhances tourism in this region.
Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to India

° Japan will work hand-in-hand with regional countries such as India and Bangladesh on the
"Industrial Value Chain Concept".

° North East States of India (NER) is in a special position to connect the subcontinent and East
Asia. Japan has also been engaged in various infrastructure development projects in the Northeast
and has made steady progress.

° Under the Bay of Bengal Industrial Growth Belt (BIG-B) of Japan, it focuses on infrastructural
requirements of Bangladesh which will be developed with Japanese assistance such as connectivity
will be provided from Matarbari Deep Sea Port and it will accelerate the industrialization of

Bangladesh by strengthening bridges. The project encourages more investments towards Bangladesh



from Japan and other countries. The BIG-B Initiative and future Bangladesh-Japan FTAs will
strongly support Bangladesh's dynamic growth as a new cluster of manufacturing industries.

° North East India's connection with Bangladesh will enable it to connect with global markets
by leveraging each other's potential both inland and at sea, and to enhance the potential of the inland
areas through connectivity with the Indo-Pacific.

° The connectivity of the Bay of Bengal region is not only build infrastructure but creates
sustainable economic growth by attracting investment beyond infrastructure and creating industry in
this region. Further it will generate jobs.

° Japan has been deeply cooperating in the development of both North East India and
Bangladesh, and will continue to deepen its involvement in the future. If Japan's knowledge of
development is combined with the potential of both India and Bangladesh, it will open up tremendous

possibilities.
H.E. Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Hon. Minister of State, External Affairs and Education, India

° Northeast is a gateway to the Indo-Pacific regions and creating openings and opportunities for
the Northeast region through its India’s foreign policy initiatives.

° Over the last nine years India's Northeast region has seen greater physical connectivity with
the rest of India, several highway projects, railway connectivity and air connectivity projects have
been successfully accomplished. The Agartala-Akhaura railway project is in the advanced stage of
completion which is an example of development partnership between Northeast India and
Bangladesh.

° Act East Forum is a proactive forum for sustainable economic development of the North
Eastern region and of enhancing the region's connectivity with South Asia. This forum has become a
robust platform to streamline and accelerate the Japan projects in the Northeast. Japan has been one
of the most important development partners of India and official development assistance from Japan
has been utilized for various projects.

° Japan’s new initiative for sustainable development of the Northeastern region of India
includes new areas such as healthcare, agro industries and disaster management. This new initiative
also initiated a program called the Initiative for Strengthening Bamboo Value Chain in the Northeast
with the objectives of developing the region as a hub of innovation and design for bamboo based
products in collaboration with Japan.

° India Bangladesh partnership is scaling new heights. Two countries are also negotiating a
comprehensive economic partnership agreement for greater economic cooperation. Northeast states

play an important role in fostering regional connectivity.



° The three countries have immense potential to move the business ahead.
H.E. Shahriar Alam, Hon. Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh

° The ‘Golden Chapter’ of Bangladesh-India relation has created immense opportunities of
robust cooperation for partnership and shared prosperity. India Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline,
Maitree Super Thermal Power Plant, Maitree Bridge at Sabroom, Akhaura-Agartala rail line are some
of the notable initiatives.

° Bangladesh and North East India are mutual friends. Closer economic integration and
connection with Bangladesh would greatly push these states’ economic development and strengthen
their linkages with India's heartland. Bangladesh and the North East India could build on that
foundation of cooperation and facilitate connectivity bilaterally and within the sub-region and
beyond. Bangladesh wants to be at the center of the idea by changing the narrative from "landlocked"
to "land connected.”

° With its advantageous geographic location between South and Southeast Asia, with the Bay
of Bengal to the south, Bangladesh is working to establish itself as the regional hub of connectivity
and a gateway to landlocked Nepal, Bhutan and the Northeastern states of India through roads, rails,
waterways and air linkages promoting free trade and exchange of goods, services, ideas, and cultural

flows and people to people contacts.

° The ports in Chattogram and Matarbari have the potential to become regional hubs for
connecting Northeast India to the Bay of Bengal and beyond, and Japan's involvement can help in
comprehensive development for Bangladesh and Northeast India.

° Visionary political leadership is needed at all levels to prioritize regional cooperation and
collaboration, with the greater benefits for the people kept at the forefront.

° Developed countries and international financial institutions should invest heavily in
developing infrastructure for seamless regional multimodal connectivity.

° Early operationalization of the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport and the BBIN Motor
Vehicles Agreement (MVA) can further boost regional integration by regulating passenger, and
vehicular cargo traffic among these countries.

° Sustainable use of connectivity is also important to consider, along with other means of

connectivity such as power and energy, tourism, and cultural linkages.

Shri. G Kishan Reddy, Hon. Minister, Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region, Culture

and Tourism
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° Northeast India occupies a unique geography connecting South and Southeast Asia,
Himalayas to the north and very close to the Bay of Bengal in the south. Regional cooperation with
the immediate neighbors such as Bangladesh is very important for both countries and Northeast India
as well.

° In the last few years, the Northeastern states experienced tremendous growth in physical
connectivity and infrastructure development in terms of roads, rails, air, inland waterways along with
digital and power infrastructure. In the last nine years more than Rs. 5 lakh crore have been spent
towards the development of the Northeast region.

° Under the Act East Policy, India is committed to build a deep and mutually beneficial
relationship with Bangladesh and Japan. The old railway links with Bangladesh are being revived to
unlock the people to people and trade connectivity with Bangladesh. India also allocated Rs. 4800
crores for a vibrant village program for the Northeast. Inland water transport protocol agreement,
agreement on using Chittagong and Mongla ports of Bangladesh will further strengthen the region's
connectivity with the neighboring countries but also with the ASEAN and global market behind.

° India and Bangladesh need to build economic corridors using connectivity between the states

of Northeast region also with the neighbors.

Panel Discussion on the Report: Northeast India and Bangladesh: Seizing the

Opportunity
Amb. Riva Ganguly Das, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence

° In recent times, Northeastern states of India have revived their age old connections by

establishing connectivity links with other parts of India via Bangladesh.

° India and Bangladesh share excellent political relations, which have resulted in cooperation
across all sectors, including economic, trade, science, space, and defense. This has opened a new
chapter in India-Bangladesh relations, known as the "Sonali Adhya" or golden era.

° Enhanced connectivity and the tremendous growth of India and Bangladesh have been driving
forces of this relationship. Many infrastructure projects, including rail, road, inland waterways, and
ports, have been energized or are in the late stages of implementation.

° Bangladesh's strategic location near the Northeast, which is a gateway to Southeast Asia,
presents an opportunity for economic integration of the region and can lead to its growth and

development. India's active policy and neighborhood policy both converge in this region.
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Dr. Prabir De, Professor, Research and Information System for Developing Countries, (RIS), New

Delhi

° By the early next decade, Bangladesh's economy is expected to reach around US$1 trillion,
while the Northeastern states of India are also projected to experience growth. India, on the other
hand, aims to achieve an economy of about US$15 trillion by the middle of the next decade. To
sustain its growth and maintain its economy at 7-8% with a target of US$1 trillion GDP, Bangladesh
needs a faster and more efficient port facility. The Matarbari deep-sea port, built with Japanese
assistance, can provide this capability by accommodating larger vessels carrying up to 5,000
containers. The construction of the Matarbari deep-sea port has regional implications not only for

Bangladesh but also for neighbouring countries.

° Deepening the connectivity between the Northeastern region of India and Bangladesh will
promote value chain and can be explored further as many Japanese companies are interested in
investing in this region. The trilateral highway that India is setting up will also connect Bangladesh
to ASEAN via the Northeast, providing opportunities for market access.

° As Bangladesh elevates to the "developing country" group, it will need CEPAs/CECAs/FTAs.
Japan and India already having a CEPA in place for the last 10 years. A joint study for the Bangladesh-
India CEPA has been completed. Therefore, implementation of FTAs between India, Bangladesh,
and Japan would create a free trade area, which would require significant infrastructure to support
increased trade and connectivity between the three countries. This includes investments in ports,
highways, railways, and waterways to ensure efficient and effective transportation of goods and
services across borders.

° However, challenges such as tariff and non-tariff barriers need to be resolved to enhance trade
further. The Sabroom Integrated Check Post (ICP) will be a significant gateway and can connect
Matarbari, Chattagram, Ramgar, Agartala, and can further connect Silchar, Imphal, and beyond.
Therefore, a joint economic zone could be built in Sabroom to link the region actively on the

economic front.
Dr. Kazutoshi Tamari, Associate Professor, Graduate School of Economics, Chukyo University

° The Matarbari connectivity project is a part of the Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) of
Japan, this project is critical not only for the people of Bangladesh and Northeast India but also for
Japan's economic and security interests. Japan has been looking to diversify its supply chain and
reduce its reliance on single country. Therefore, Japan is seeking to build a supply chain in the Indo-

Pacific region, of which South Asia is an essential component.
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° Japan is also seeking to build trust and presence in the South Asian region, which has been
gaining economic and political significance in recent years. In doing so, Japan hopes to expand its

influence and strengthen its strategic partnerships in the region.

° It is crucial to take into account the local society and communities' perceptions and views to
gain broad support from a diverse population for the development of this region. Such support is
essential to ensure that the development projects are sustainable, beneficial, and inclusive for all

stakeholders involved.

° Dr. Selim Raihan, Professor, Department of Economics University of Dhaka, Bangladesh,

and Executive Director SANEM

° He enhanced on the triangular cooperation between India-Bangladesh-Japan.
° The role of Bangladesh as a very prominent and played a decisive role in terms of taking this
cooperation agenda forward. The development of the Matarbari deep-sea port serves as an example

of how Bangladesh can play a key role in promoting regional cooperation.

° However, there are still policy-level challenges such as harmonization of policies, timely
completion of infrastructure projects, and procedural or ground-level challenges that need to be

addressed through collaborative efforts.

Mr. Kentaro Orita, Counselor, Political Section, Embassy of Japan, New Delhi

° Academic contribution is indispensable in creating a path towards the goal of regional
development.
° The report is important in terms of a policy advocacy and public relations so as to make others

realize the huge potentiality of this region.

° The Bay Bengal region can become the center of gravity in the Indo-Pacific in the century not
only geographically but economically too. At the same time this huge potential could also turn into a
risk if development cooperation fails to create enough jobs or enough industries in this area. Industrial
value chain has a lot of relevance in attracting investment especially foreign investment to this region.
Therefore, promoting academic discussion will raise the awareness among private sectors for this
region and also provide a prescription for government or local authorities to attract such investment

or a FDIL.
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Signature Conversation: India, Japan and Bangladesh in the Bay of Bengal: New

Horizons
Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence

o The Bay of Bengal region was an area of a lot of activity for millennia, with trade, movement
of people, and movement of ideas resulting in a very busy waterway. The region has experienced
significant economic integration in the period before 1947 along the sides of the Bay.

o The region is at the heart of the Indo-Pacific policy in terms of trade, unexplored hydrocarbon
resources, a large population, and security. Therefore, the Bay of Bengal has strategic, security, and

economic aspects that could make it a very important and vibrant region in the coming future.
Dr. Sumit Seth, Joint Secretary, PP&R, Ministry of External Affairs

° The sixth C of India's neighbourhood first policy is the Complexity. First five Cs are
Civilization and Cultural bonds, Connectivity, Commerce, Capacity building, People to People
Connectivity (community to community). The other C is Complexity, the region is dealing with many
complex regional challenges. Resolving the region’s complex issues could enhance regional
cooperation.

° The region is a landlocked region and therefore needs to be made a landlinked region, which
is key to unlocking the development of the Bay of Bengal region. India’s Neighbourhood First Policy
and Act East Policy are meant to enhance it by converging these policies towards the Northeastern
part of India, which is a gateway for prosperity for the whole region. Countries cannot develop alone
in isolation; the whole region must grow together.

° Japan intervention in the region in terms of bringing ideas, intellectuality and financial

investment, can facilitate better opportunities for the region as a whole".
Prof. Shahidul Haque, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Delhi University

° At the regional level, it is important to involve the peoples of the region from the outset to
ensure that policy decisions are seamlessly integrated into the region.

° To implement policy decisions on the ground, the region needs a cohesive framework for
implementing regional projects. This framework should include environmental and cultural

considerations.

° To remove the hesitancy in building cooperation, it is important to facilitate people's mobility

across the region to encourage cross-border interaction.
14



Mr. Takeo Konishi, Country Director, Asian Development Bank, India

° The importance of regional cooperation and an integrated agenda was highlighted in the
context of the ADB’s South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) programme, which
focuses on investment opportunities and project-based development in each member state and region.
° The Government of India requested that ADB conduct a feasibility study to develop an
economic corridor in the Northeastern region. The study identified transport, trade facilitation,
infrastructure, energy, and regulations as key enablers to enhance regional connectivity. The study
emphasized the need for a multi-modal transport network at three levels: within the Northeast region,
between the Northeast and the rest of India, and connectivity through Bangladesh and neighboring
countries. It identified these transport routes must align with international and regional transport
corridors such as the Asian Highway Network, SASEC Corridor, Trans-Asia Railway Network, and
India-Bangladesh-India Waterway Protocol routes.

° According to the study, it requires economic uplifting and equitable development for
individual Northeast states and the region. The study identified about 24 growth centers and 19 border
centers that will drive the development of the state, based on their own potential.

° Considering the unique characteristic of Northeastern states, the study recommended
manufacturing industries could be built in Northeastern states e.g. oil and gas sector in Assam, wood-
based product (like bamboo) production ecosystem in Assam, rubber processing industry in Tripura,
and cement industry in Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya and Nagaland.

° Northeast also has potential in medical tourism which must be developed in Assam and
Manipur as a hub for the region. To connect Northeast as the international gateways, the study
recommends enhancement of the border facilitation in terms of border clearance, technology-based
solution to ensure faster movements of goods and services across the border.

° ADB also emphasised on economic development based on the corridor development in India
as well as Bangladesh.

° The study emphasizes the need to reduce the time taken for project implementation. It
recommends learning from other regions and adopting a project-based approach to enhance

investments in the Northeast region.

Close Door: Session-1

Chair: Mr. Ajay Sethi, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence

Mr. Mitsuinori Saito, Chief Representative of JICA, India
15



o Connectivity plays a vital role in bringing peace and stability to the region by promoting
business and creating employment opportunities.

o JICA India is currently working on developing/upgrading 660 km of roads in various states
of India with a focus on improving connectivity towards Northeast, Bay of Bengal, and Matarbari
Sea Port. JICA Bangladesh is also working on upgrading and removing bottlenecks on two main
corridors: Dhaka-Kolkata and Dhaka-Chattogram-Matarbari corridor, which will lead to better
connectivity in the region.

o JICA is also planning to conduct a study on cross-border transactions between India and
Bangladesh, which will include the Petrapol-Benapol and Sabroom border in Tripura. The study aims

to find ways to reduce the cost of cross-border transactions and improve efficiency.
Mr. Tatsuya Machida, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh
The three key points to generate interest of Japan in Bangladesh are:

. The population of Bangladesh is expected to grow, and Japan needs a workforce and market.
Bangladesh can cater to both requirements.
o Bangladesh is learning and implementing good practices from both India and Japan.

. Bangladesh has the Matarbari Deep Sea Port, which is expected to be a regional game changer.
Shri Ajeet Kumar Singh, Director (Operations), Land Ports Authority of India

o The Land Ports Authority of India (LPAI) has plans to develop current border checkpoints
into land ports, of which there are currently 9. These land ports will serve as one-stop solutions
providing all necessary facilities and solutions for seamless trade and passenger movement.

o Tripura already has two functional land ports, Agartala and Srimantapura, the upcoming
Sabroom land port is set to become the next major connectivity and logistics hub in the region.

o Looking to the future, an additional 10 Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) are planned for the

Northeast region, which will further enhance its connectivity and potential as a major hub.
Mr. Soumya Chattopadhyay, Senior Programs Officer, ADB India

o India has developed a single window system for custom clearance (I-SKAT) and Bangladesh
is developing one, which ADB is supporting. Now the focus is to ensure these two systems can

synchronize with each other for future paperless trade.
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o Despite the upcoming mega infrastructure of ICPs in Northeast, the trade volume is still very
minuscule, which means there are major challenges remaining. The main three challenges are: border
point restriction, transport facilitation, and NTMs (Non-Tariff Measures).

o The value chain in the bamboo industry has the potential to improve the livelihood of common

people and farmers for the NER, and rubber has value chain potential for Tripura.
Mr. Katsuhito Kobayashi, Regional General Manager, Nippon Express India

° Many logistic companies operate in pan India, but they face a major challenge in NER with

regard to logistic distribution.

Mr. Yoji Taguchi, Executive JCCII, Chairman & Managing Director Mitsubishi Corporation India
Pvt. Ltd.

° The efforts by the Government of India and Bangladesh towards connectivity and regional
integration are remarkable. These initiatives will create opportunities for business and investment in

NER and Bangladesh, particularly in the food processing and pharmaceutical sectors.
Mr. Toshihiko Kurihara, Chief Representative, JBIC

° JBIC is financing several green and environment projects specially in the Hydro based power
source. JBIC reports suggest solar power has tremendous potential to grow in India and JBIC is

committed to work on it.
Ms. Rupa Das, representative of CII, Tripura

o Agar-wood is a valuable exportable product from Tripura, and as such, there is a need to
designate a port for its export. The product has a huge market in Southeast Asia and Dubai, and buyers
are interested. However, the problem in this case is port restrictions, and removing these restrictions

will further enhance the industry and the region.
SM Abul Kalam Azad, Secretary General of India-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry

o The traffic congestion at Petrapole and Benapole is a major concern for traders and
transporters in both India and Bangladesh. Additionally, there are no on-site testing facilities on the
Bangladesh side, which increases trade time and eventually leads to an increase in the cost of doing

business.
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Prof Srabani Roy Choudhury, Center for East Asian Studies, School of InternationalStudies JNU,
New Delhi

° India and Bangladesh should explore opportunities in the technology sector, particularly in
critical and emerging technologies.

° Japan should consider the purchasing power of the population when looking at India and
Bangladesh as potential markets.

° Venturing in India and Bangladesh market, Japan has focused mostly on the middle income
group. Some deviations there can help the Japanese investors in catching the elite group, especially

in the Automobile sector.
Prof. Indraneel Bhowmik, Department of Economics, Tripura University, Agartala

. Tripura is an emerging hub for rubber manufacturing, and the government has recently
allocated more land for rubber plantations, which will be enough to sustain the rubber and tire industry
in the region. The rubber thread of Tripura can be linked with the garment and apparel industry of
Bangladesh, enabling a strong value chain.

o The medical and healthcare service industry has great potential to grow in Tripura, as many
Bangladeshis enter India and then travel to other parts of India for healthcare services. If such services
are available in Tripura, they will be more likely to avail of them there.

o The elementary and secondary education sector is another area that can be jointly explored by
India and Japan, as both nations believe in the value of moral learning and discipline. Establishing

reputed boarding schools in the region will encourage the education sector.

Close Door Session — 2

Chair: Riva Ganguly Das, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence
Mr. Ichiguchi Tomohide, Chief Representative JICA Bangladesh

° JICA is a public organization, which works in accordance with the set policy and principle.
° Matarbari Deep Sea Port is located 80 km from Chattogram and 300 km from Dhaka.
Presently, the deep sea port is being used for bringing equipment to set up the coal plant. JICA will
invest further for drenching the channel and building it as a full-fledged port.

° Matarbari has huge potential but has challenges as well: soft soil, low-lying area, high tides

are major challenges in construction terms.
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° According to JICA study, Matarbari Port will reduce the transportation cost in Bangladesh by
30% and 70% for NER with a comparison to currently using Kolkata port.

° JICA is improving and removing multiple bottlenecks around NH-1 in Bangladesh and
upgrading Dhaka-Chattagram-Cox Bazar road. ADB is funding NH-2, Dhaka to Sylhet and the
Government of India is funding Akhura to NH-2 connectivity through Line of Credit. On top of that,
JICA and the Government of India are funding and upgrading 8 bridges in NH-1 to Sabroom, i.e., the
south of Tripura. JICA is also upgrading roads west of Dhaka-Benapole Petrapole road. The various
projects by various organizations are happening with an aim of connecting and integrating the region.
° Power connectivity is another major area of connectivity between India and Bangladesh.
Recently, Godda power plant by Adani started power supply to Bangladesh that is a significant step
in the direction of power connectivity.

) Five main initiative of JICA for future cooperation
1. Constructing and completing Matarabri port

2. Technical cooperation for port management

3. Road Connectivity

4. Developing Matarbari Port region- MIDI (Maheshkali Matarabri Integrated Infrastructure

Development Initiative) can be a logistic, power and manufacturing hub.

5. New study about connectivity —covering the BBIN region. The study will focus on software along

with physical connectivity.
Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to India

J It is important to convince and empower the community to feel ownership of these projects to
ensure their success. Simply building roads without community engagement will not be enough to
connect the region effectively.

o Now is the time to consider granting Bangladesh observer status in the Act East Forum.
Md. Nahim Razzaq, MP & Member of MOFA Parliamentary Committee

o The visit of the Japanese Prime Minister to India has re-energized the concept of regional
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region.

o Bangladesh is currently focusing on four areas of connectivity: road, rail, water, and air.
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o The recently inaugurated Padma rail bridge connects Bhanga to Dhaka and will soon connect
Dhaka to Benapole-Petrapole.

o JETRO and JICA have been important development partners for Bangladesh, and JBIC will
soon join this portfolio. These positive trends in Japan-Bangladesh relations should be shared with

the business community to encourage investment.
Mr. Biswajit Chakrabarty, Senior Director, FICCI

J A lot of progress has been made in the region in terms of infrastructure, and now is the time
to take advantage of these connectivity opportunities. The BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement is in
place, but one cannot currently drive down from one country to another country. Soft issues need to
be resolved, such as whether the Indian Driving License will be valid in Bangladesh and vice versa
and whether insurance will be covered in other countries. These small issues need to be addressed, as
otherwise people may not use the infrastructure.

o In terms of water connectivity, scheduled departures of vessels are needed to provide
predictability and enable merchants to rely on waterways. This predictability is currently missing in
water connectivity.

o To engage people, it is important to first engage the business communities.

o Border haats have been a successful experiment and could be upgraded into trans-border
economic zones.

o Bangladesh is now looking to import power, and the NER region has a surplus of power.

Integration of NE grids with the Bangladesh grid could be beneficial for both regions.
Mr. Susumu Wakamori, President JCCII, President & CEO Marubeni India

o Currently, there are around 1,500 Japanese companies operating in India, with 75% of them
expressing interest in further investment. However, very few are currently operating in the Northeast
region (NER) of India. The primary reason for this is the lack of awareness among Japanese investors
about the NER. Therefore, it is crucial to raise awareness about the potential of the region among

Japanese investors.
Prof. Syed Ferhat Anwar, University of Dhaka

o Bangladesh and India should focus on complementing each other instead of competing with
each other to create a single region for trade and commerce. This requires a cooperative and

complimentary mindset at the policy level.
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o The future cooperation between Bangladesh and NER lies in water. Bangladesh is working
with the Dutch on water issues, and they can work with NER since it is water-rich and close to
Bangladesh.

J Circular economy is another major area where NER and Bangladesh can work together. The
region produces tons of e-waste but lacks a hub to process it. Both countries and stakeholders should

explore such areas of cooperation, with Japan as a potential technology partner.
Mr. Takashi Suzuki, Chief Director General JETRO India

° Japanese companies working in Bangladesh have more opportunities to explore NER. Pran is
an example of this, a Bangladeshi company working in Tripura and NER. Similarly Japanese
companies working in Bangladesh should explore the NER.

° Five key points to improve trade and Investment between India and Bangladesh are: reducing
trade barriers, improving infrastructure, increasing investment, enhancing cooperation, and
strengthening cultural ties. Out of these five points, the first is very difficult to resolve and the rest

are easily achievable.
Mr. Nilaya Mitash, Principal Operations Coordination Specialist, ADB India

° ADB has a program called the South Asia Regional Cooperation program, which includes
seven countries. Under this program, a lot of work has been done to gather knowledge and connect
the dots. ADB conducted a study on the NER and identified roughly 24-25 vital points for trade and
19-20 border check posts which can be the leader of trade and investment in the region. The focus

can be on developing these points.
MK Pragya Deb Barman, Royal Family Tripura

° In the earlier days when technology and roads were not available, trade used to be carried out
in a natural and organic manner because there was harmony. Today, states are so cautious which
hampers trade and the economy.

° Heritage, religious, and eco-tourism are other aspects of cooperation that stakeholders need
to work on. Tourism helps build people-to-people connections, which will help build trust.

° Food processing, floriculture, and orchids are natural to the NER, but not much has been done

to explore them. It is another area to explore.
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Mr. Tsuneya Katagiri, Country Manager All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd

° If Bangladesh manages to attract investment from Japan, Dhaka could be the next destination
for Japanese airlines.

° There is a lack of awareness among the Japanese people about the tourism circuits in Northeast
India and Bangladesh. Both countries' tourism departments should address this issue.

° SSW (specified skill worker) and TITP have received most of its application from ASEAN
countries and very few from India (roughly 200). There is a need to focus on the Indian market
specially NER, as they have similar cultural and dietary habits to us.

° Due to the similarity of culture, personality and mindset between India and Japan. Japanese
and Indians can become good friends, which would boost the VFR (Visiting Friends and Relatives)

travel and movement. This kind of travel market is not competitive as is tourism.
Dr. Samudragupta Kashyap, State Information Commissioner, Assam

° To integrate the region, MLAs and MPs of eight Northeastern states should conduct special
meetings in their respective constituencies to popularize the concept of Act East, BBIN and regional
integration that will ensure mass support and awareness from the common people.

° At the school level, the concept of Act East and Indo-Pacific should be introduced to students.
This will help cultivate an understanding of regional integration from a young age, and prepare them

to become future policymakers and bureaucrats who can support and advance these initiatives.
Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive Director SANEM, Bangladesh

° There is a strong political will for regional integration and connectivity, but the major
challenge lies in how to translate this will into reality.

° Connectivity is not just about physical infrastructure, but it also includes the surrounding
ecosystem. The promising development around Matarbari is a step in the right direction as it can
stimulate demand and supply in the region.

° It is crucial for India, Japan, and Bangladesh to synchronize their development efforts,
timelines, and pace to ensure all the pieces fall into place at the right time.

° The relationship between Bangladesh, Japan, and India should be based on partnership and

not on a donor-recipient model. There is a constant need to identify new areas of cooperation.
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Panel Discussion: Development Partnerships in the North-east, Bangladesh and

the Bay of Bengal: The Way Forward

Chaird: Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence
Mr. Machida Tatsuya, DCM of Japan, Bangladesh

° Japan is committed to mutual development together with Bangladesh. The first meeting of
joint study for Japan Bangladesh EPA is going to be held.

° Transit movement is an issue in this region which needs to be considered carefully. Need to
secure transit movement between Matarbari with Northeastern states otherwise it will miss its actual

development goals.

Mr. Edimon Ginting, Country Director, ADB Bangladesh

° Bilateral discussions are crucial to address the challenges faced by the region and to build
trust for further regional cooperation.

° Development of connectivity infrastructure and cooperation in the region will not only
improve domestic connectivity but also reduce gaps. It will bring confidence and reduce the fear of
openness among some countries.

° Improving soft infrastructure, such as logistics facilities like freight depots and smooth freight
transit, is also essential for the region's development.

° Encouraging the involvement of SMEs in the region is necessary to involve people in the
dynamics of regional cooperation.

° Finalizing the BBIN agreement will be beneficial for the region, and it is just a few miles
away from completion.

° The region must also focus on building energy cooperation as energy requirements increase

with the country's development.
Shri K. Moses Chalai, NEC Secretary

° Independence in 1947, abruptly discounted Northeast states from the rest of the country and
the shock still persists in this region. Therefore, the connectivity initiatives are well appreciated in

these states.
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° From Look East to Act East initiatives, the time is for look through South like connectivity
via Tripura, Sabroom to Matarbari.

° In the last 10 to 15 years, there has been tremendous change in the space of connectivity,
infrastructure development in the Northeast. However, the economic development of the region is not
commensurate with infrastructural development happening there. Therefore, cooperation in the
economic front is required and NEC can play a catalyst role to take this agenda forward.

° Technology is another area which needs more focus to take regional cooperation into the next

level.
Prof. Ashok Chawla, Advisor, Japan, MEA

° Highlighted India-Japan relation in different phases which includes Todaiji temple in Nara by
Bodhisena, early textile trade to present economic cooperation in terms of AEF, JIT, JIM, JEC, 1JIP.
° Under the new version of FOIP, Japan is looking to focus on India's Northeast and Bangladesh
for new opportunities in industrial value chains, leveraging connectivity and trilateral cooperation.

° Private industries will play a crucial role in taking India-Japan relationship to the next level.
° For trilateral cooperation between India, Bangladesh, and Japan, it is important to understand
the respective roles and contributions of each country, including future expectations for a closer

triangular relationship.
Prof. Shahidul Haque, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Delhi University

° Need to link similar initiatives of the region to achieve sustainability. Bangladesh can be
considered as an observer to the Act East forum and then depending on how interests and priorities
converge the status can be moved forward in creating a trilateral dialogue.

° Initiatives must include people of the region to achieve its goals. Policy convergence among
the three countries is crucial to pursue the common purpose of regional development.

° Focus on sectoral development should include a common water management system,
education and skill development, promotion of SMEs, and capacity building. These sectors will
encourage greater participation in the trilateral initiatives.

° For the future, India and Bangladesh may consider political boundaries without borders and

invest more on the community of the region.
Mr. Swadesh Roy, Journalist, Bangladesh

° In the last 14 years there has been a tremendous change in Northeast India, now there is never

like before connectivity, the mindset has changed and people are welcoming the change. In
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Bangladesh similar development is happening, rail and road connectivity is taking place making the
country more connected.

° Overall the Bay of Bengal region is now fast growing, and connecting therefore it is now even
more important to ensure peace and stability. Bay of Bengal stability depends on peace and stability

of the Indo-Pacific.
Valedictory Address

H.E. Khalid Mohammad Chowdhury, Minister of Shipping, Bangladesh

° The India-Bangladesh relationship has been focused on mutual benefits with mutual respect.
Recently, the two countries signed several agreements to facilitate the movement of goods between
them. This includes an agreement on the use of Chittagong and Mongla ports for the movement of
goods to and from India, a protocol on Inland Water Transit for the transportation of goods from West
Bengal to Northeast States of India, and a Coastal Shipping agreement for the transportation of goods
from India to Eastern States via coastal sea and river to promote regional trade through the river.
Transit through land ports is also an example of the strong India-Bangladesh relationship.

° The BBIN agreement, which was signed among India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal, aims
to ensure fair regional transportation among the connecting countries while promoting their own
commercial interests.

° Furthermore, Japanese investment in the region has been emphasized, which will indirectly

benefit Bangladesh as well as contribute to the socio-economic development of the region.
Valedictory Session

Chair: Amb. Deepa G Wadhwa, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence
H.E. Mustafizur Rahman, High commissioner of Bangladesh to India

° Bangladesh can act as a natural connector between South Asia and Southeast Asia, and
improving connectivity can ensure prosperity for the entire region, as Sheikh Hasina has emphasized
that "Connectivity is Productivity."

° Bangladesh has agreed to allow India to use the Mongla and Chittagong ports, particularly for
the Northeastern region.

° People should be at the heart of development initiatives, as they are the ultimate beneficiaries

of any progress made.
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° Bangladesh is providing higher international bandwidth to the Northeastern region to relieve
internet traffic congestion.

° There is a need for setting up a complementary value chain between Northeast India and
Bangladesh, where the former can export its natural resources like minerals and forest produce to
Bangladesh, and in return, Bangladesh can offer finished and processed food products (soft drink,
snacks) at a competitive rate.

° Indian investors can set up industries in Bangladesh, and later export to Northeast India and
Southeast Asia. Bangladesh has offered two dedicated economic zones for India - Mongla and

Meirsharai.
Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to India

° The Matarbari port has the potential to be a game changer in the region, as it is expected to
bring in industrial investment, generate employment, and establish a strong regional value chain.
° The future of the Northeast, Bangladesh, and West Bengal lies in creating one large
industrial belt.

° PM Sheikh Hasina's upcoming trip to Japan is expected to provide a political boost to
investment and value chain in the region.

° During PM Modi's trip to Japan in mid-May, if leads get the chance to have a bilateral
meeting, connectivity and regional integration should be a top priority on the agenda.

° PM Kishida's visit to India for the G-20 in September presents another opportunity for the

two leaders to take stock of the development and create political impetus to navigate the future.

° In the upcoming Act East forum, focus would be given to include Bangladesh as an observer

state to further promote regional integration and connectivity.
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Remarks

Shri. G Kishan Reddy, Hon. Minister, Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region, Culture
and Tourism!

Hon Minister of State External Affairs and Education Shrir. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh

Hon Foreign Minister of State Bangladesh H.E. Shahriar Alam

You’re Excellany Amb of Japan, Shri. Hiroshi Suzuki

Industries Minister of Tripura, Smt. Santana Chakma

Executive Director, Asian Confluence, Shri Sabyasachi Dutta

Hon Members of Governing Council of Asian Confluence

Senior officials and academics from Japan, Bangladesh and India,
Friends,

North east of India occupies a unique geography connecting South and South East Asia, and
Himalayas to the North and very close to the Bay of Bengal in the south, covering 410639 square km
and a combined population of around 220 million. Northeast region is a natural economic area bound
together by rich natural resources, mountains, rivers and sea. Thus for the development of NER region

cooperation with the immediate neighbours such as Bangladesh is a very important for both countries.

I am happy to know that Asian Confluence, a think tank with a headquarterd in the NER has been
conducting a series of programs that highlights the central role of connectivity in development of the
NER region. This initiatives are extremely significant as we move towards to attainting the vision of
Hon. Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi ji of India’s Act east policy and Neighbourhood first

policies and Indo Pacific vision.
Friends,

I am grateful to Japan on an important development partner of Northeast region in particular on India
as a whole. I understand this is the third of a series of yearly intellectual India Japan exchanges and
so [ eagerly look forward to the actionable outcomes of all the discussions and a plan to move ahead

on them. [ am very happy to be here.

! Excerpted from his speech
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In the last few years there has been tremendous growth in the physical connectivity infrastructure of
the Northeast roads, rails, air, inland waterways along with digital and power infrastructure. Under
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in the last nine years more than 5 lac crore have been
spent towards the development of NER. World class infrastructure development is taking place in
this region with a just nine airports till 2014 now we have 17 airports today, ready to boost tourism
and easier mobility and development. Work of 1 lac crores of road projects we have completed and
more than one and half lac crores works are ongoing. Over 77 thousand crores of rail projects is
ongoing in the Northeast region. We are working on the target of working tele connectivity within

500 days in isolated areas, hill areas, Himalayan areas that has been targeted by end of 2023.

Narendra Modi government has taken concrete step under the Act East policy and we are committed
to deep and mutual beneficial relationship with Bangladesh and Japan. An old railway links with
Bangladesh has revived to unlock people to people and trade connectivity with Bangladesh. Just this
afternoon, I have visited and reviewed Agartala-Akhora rail link project which is a key component
of India’s Act East policy. Further, with the allocation of 4800 crores a vibrant village programme
was yesterday launched by Hon. Home Minister Shri Amit Shah ji from Arunachal Pradesh. Apart of
this bilateral connectivity initiatives like the Kaladan multi-modal project, the Inland Water Transport
Protocol with Bangladesh by which 19 national waterways of Northereast have been connected with
the Indo-Bangla Inland Water Transport Protocol routes. Agreement on use of Chattogram and
Mongla ports etc. of Bangladesh will further strengthen the regional connectivity with the
neighbouring countries but also with ASEAN and global market behind. Development of both
countries Bangladesh and India, our closest neighbour and ally, we also need to build economic

corridors with our connectivity between the states of Northeast region also with neighbours.
Friends,

With these, I would be achieved by recognising our shared bonds, culture and history and building
further on the connectivity. I hope this meeting will further roadmap for closerly work together for
both countries benefit in connecting all angles. Wishing this conference, assuring the Asian

Confluence of support in such nation building activity.
Friends

Once again | congratulate all the organisers and also I thank Ambassador of Japan and Foreign

Minister of Bangladesh and all dignitaries.

Thank you. Jai Hind.
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H.E Khalid Mohammad Chowdhury, Minister of Shipping, Bangladesh?

The relationship between Bangladesh and India is important and has a strong historical link,
which strengthens the relationship for mutual benefit and with mutual respect. The
geographical proximity, cultural affinity, and shared history form the foundation of the India-

Bangladesh relationship.

Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina visited India in September 2022,
and an agreement on the use of Chittagong, Mongala ports for movement of goods to and
from India has been signed between Bangladesh and India. Under this agreement, two trial
runs have been executed, and this route is scheduled to become fully operational on time. The

Chittagong Port Authority has the necessary capacity to handle goods in full swing.

An agreement was signed for the Protocol of Inland Water Transit and Trade, enabling the
transportation of goods from West Bengal to India's seven eastern states through the land of

Bangladesh.

A coastal shipping agreement was signed to facilitate the transportation of goods from India
to the eastern states through coastal sea and rivers, promoting free and regional trade through

these waterways.

The BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) agreement was signed with the objective of
ensuring fair regional transportation among the connecting countries and promoting their own
commercial interests. The agreement aims to enhance connectivity and facilitate seamless

movement of goods and people within the sub-region.

In the joint statement issued during the visit of the honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh
to India in September 2022, both countries recognized the peaceful management of the India-
Bangladesh border as a shared priority. The leaders directed officials to expedite the
completion of all pending developmental work within 150 meters of the zero line, including
fencing, starting with the Tripura sector. The objective is to maintain a tranquil and secure

border between the two countries.

2 Excerpted from his speech.
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e During the high-level discussions, the political leadership of both countries agreed to allow
land development and infrastructure building within 150 meters of the zero line of the border.
This decision aims to facilitate cross-border trade, cargo and passenger movement, as well as
import-export activities. It is worth noting that out of the 24 declared land ports of
Bangladesh, 9 are located in the Northeast India region. This highlights the ongoing
movement of goods between the border areas, further emphasizing the importance of

enhancing connectivity and trade between the two nations.

e Bangladesh and Japan have a long-standing and strong bond as nations. The relationship
between the Bangladeshi and Japanese people dates back centuries, with historical and
cultural connections. Japan has been a significant source of development aid to Bangladesh
and was one of the first countries to recognize Bangladesh as an independent nation. Over

the years, Japan has become Bangladesh’s largest bilateral development partner.

e According to a BBC World poll, 71 percent of the population in Bangladesh holds a favorable
view of Japan, making it one of the most pro-Japanese countries in the world. The Japanese
investment in the region will indirectly benefit Bangladesh as well as promote socio-

economic development of the region.

H.E. Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Hon. Minister of State, External Affairs and Education, India

Senior Minister, colleague Shri. Kishan Readdy Ji, Hon. Minister of DoNER, Culture and Tourism
Excellency Shariar Alam Sahibzi, Honorable State Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh

Smt. Santana Chakma ji, Industrial Ministry of Tripura and

Excellency Ambassador Suzuki Hiroshi, Ambassador of Japan to India

Shri. Sabyasachi Dutta, Director Asian Confluence and member of the Governing Council of Asian
Confluence.

Senior officials and academic from Japan, Bangladesh and India

Ladies and Gentlemen

Namaskar and good evening it is my great pleasure to be here today for the inauguration of this
conclave on Northeast India and the Bay of Bengal in the Indo-Pacific building on connectivity the

way forward.
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I thanked the government of Nippon and Bangladesh for their support to this dialogue and the
government of Tripura for co-hosting the event. I am glad to learn that this conclave has brought
senior government leaders, diplomats and stakeholders from India, Japan and Bangladesh on common
platform to deliberate on development partnership and connectivity project that are ushering in this

region.

Friends the vision of a free open and prosperous Indo-Pacific is one of the cornerstone of India's
foreign policy. The geopolitics of Indo-Pacific is fast tracking center stage among the global strategic
community. There is a broader agreement that the region is one with great potential being naturally
connected by share water and seas and shared civilization and share values of trust for inclusive

thought and development.

In this context, the Bay of Bengal also hold a very strategic and important position as does the ASEAN
region, we here in the Northeast regions are very close to what this region as such the Northeast is a

gateway and potential to the border Indo-Pacific region.
Excellencies

The government of India under the visionary leadership of our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
has really focused on creating openings and opportunities for the Northeast region through its foreign
policy initiatives. In geopolitical terms we might say that the Seven Sisters of the Northeast are the
link between two fundamental pillars of our foreign policy- the Neighbourhood First and the Act East
Policy. India's Act East Policy strives to promote economic strategic and cultural relations with this
region at different levels, we have a vision for this region that is capture in the three C's- connectivity
Commerce and Cultural Commonalities. Over the last nine years, India's Northeast region has seen
greater physical connectivity with the rest of India, several highway projects, railway connectivity
and air connectivity projects have been successfully accomplished. This has put the Northeast India

on the main connectivity grid of India.

The Agartala-Akhora railway project which is in the advanced stage for completion. This is a shining
example of how development partnership between Northeast India and our neighbourhood can usher

progress in this region.
Excellency,

India Japan are working together through the Act East Forum for promoting connectivity, within

Northeast India and also between the Northeast India and Southeast Asia.
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It has been an important and proactive forum for sustainable economic development of Northeastern
region and of enhancing the regions connectivity with Southeast Asia. This forum has become a

robust platform to streamline and accelerate the Japan project in Northeast.

Japan has been one of the most important development partners of India and official development
assistant from Japan have been utilized for various projects, while India and Japan have been
collaborating for the overall development of the Northeastern region since 1980. Cooperation with a
static intent to develop the region began in 2014 with the visit of Prime Minister Modi to Japan for

annual India-Japan Summit.

Areas of connection identified by the Act East Forum includes connectivity, new and renewable
energy, urban development, forest management, skill development, agriculture and fisheries,
healthcare, capacity building for disaster resilience infrastructure, development of agro industries
especially through SMEs and tourism and cultural exchange. I am happy to retaliate that during the
14th India Japan Annual Summit in March 2022 both side announced a new initiative for Sustainable
Development of Northeastern region of India. This is an overarching framework for enhancing
cooperation in new areas such as healthcare, agro industries and disaster management. An important
part of this new initiative is a program called Initiative for Strengthening Bamboo Value Chain in the
Northeast with the objectives of developing the region, as a hub of innovation and design for bamboo

based product in collaboration with Japan.

Friends, India regard Japan as its close and natural partner. India Japan special strategic and Global
partnership is based on the strong foundation of shared value of democracy, freedom and respect for

rules of Law and continues to respond to the challenges and opportunities of evolving times.

Last year we celebrate 70th Anniversary for the establishment of India's Japan diplomatic relations,
we are committed to strengthening our partnership on key issues such as trade and investment, climate
change, health and security, infrastructure, space, digital, industrial development, energy, critical

emerging technologies and human resources.

Strong partnership with Japan is a key pillar of India's Act East policy. It is a value partner for our
shared vision of the Indo-Pacific, our policies towards the region are based on the principle of
SAGAR that is for ‘Security and Growth for All in the Region’ and Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiatives

and Japan's Vision of Free and Open Indo-Pacific.

Recent visit by this Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to India on 20th March 2023 further

demonstrated the growing strength of our bilateral relationship. In Prime Minister Kshida’s speech
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delivered in India on “Future of Indo-Pacific”, he talked of India's role as an indispensable partner in
achieving Japan's Free and Open Indo-Pacific vision. He spoke of the importance of India's Japan
cooperation in contributing to stability in Southeast Asia region. He also talked about Bay of Bengal
Northeast India Industrial Value Chain concept, which I understand will also be an important area of
discussion in this conference. These references of India in Prime Minister Kishida’s New Vision of
Indo-Pacific region clearly demonstrate the silence of our partnership in the Indo-Pacific region and
the important role India-Japan relationship will play in the years to come. Our economic partnership
is the key pillar of India Japan relations we have jointly set target to invest 5 trillion yen in public and

private investment and financing in India over the next five years.

Excellencies, as India has assumed this year of G20 presidency and Japan of G7 this year it provides

us an important opportunity for synergizing our sheer imperatives.

Excellencies Japan is also an important development partnership of Bangladesh, synergizing the

effort of the three countries is therefore a natural progression and a new enabler for development.

Today India-Bangladesh partnership is scaling new heights. This relationship Enjoys unprecedented
level of trust and confidence. This has resulted in shared commitment towards boosting connectivity
of shared prosperity in both our countries. With a population of over 21 crores and complementary
production base Bangladesh and India's Northeast are much more than just next-door neighbours.
Being geographically contiguous they are natural market for each other’s. Northeast region supply
raw products such as coal, limestone, stone chips and bamboo to Bangladesh. Its potential to export
other products is increasing steadily. As Bangladesh also diversified its economy, the customer and
with businesses in Bangladesh will hugely benefit from more trade with the Northeast. While
Bangladesh is India's largest trade partner in South Asia, India is Bangladesh largest export

destination.

The two countries are also negotiating a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement, for
greater economic corporation and exchanges. Northeastern states important from Bangladesh is much
higher than their export to Bangladesh. In last financial year, goods worth amount to Rs. 650 crores
were imported from Bangladesh through Agartala-Akhura trading points. The volume of export was

just about Rs. 200 crores.

Air connectivity within the Northeast India and with rest of India has made tremendous progress with
the international flight flow connecting Guwahati with Southeast and South Asia, it is fast becoming

an aviation hub for the region.
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So with this the values and the potential of the three countries India, Japan and Bangladesh and by
this platform created by the Asian Confluence will give a positive response from all the three countries

and the business partners will follow and get the benefit from this conference.
With these few words, once again I thank the organizer and
Jai Hind and Jai Bharat

Thank you

H.E. Shahriar Alam, Hon. Minister of State, Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh
H. E Prof. Dr. Manik Saha, Hon’ble Chief Minister of the Indian State of Tripura

H. E. Shri G. Kishan Reddy, Hon’ble Minister for Development of North Eastern Region, Culture
and Tourism

H. E. Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Minister of State for External Affairs

H.E. Mr. Hiroshi SUZUKI, Ambassador Japan to India

Distinguished Speakers,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!

A very good afternoon to you all!

I am very happy to be part of this august gathering of the 3~ India-Japan Intellectual Conclave on
“North East India and the Bay of Bengal in the Indo Pacific: Building on Connectivity: The Way

Forward”.

I thank the Ministry of External Affairs of India, Embassy of Japan in India, Bangladesh Mission in
Agartala and particularly Asian Confluence for organizing the Dialogue. Hope that the deliberations

will pave the way of better connectivity for the greater development of this region and beyond.

At the beginning, I gratefully recall the crucial role of the people and Government of India during our
War of Liberation in 1971 that we waged under the leadership of our Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I particularly pay my deep tribute to the people of Tripura
for opening their home and hearts at that time to the people of Bangladesh fleeing the oppression and
brutality of the occupant Pakistani forces.

Excellencies, Distinguished guests,
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We are now passing through a transitional phase when Covid-19 taught that all the countries need
close collaboration for survival. While we were recovering from the Covid-19 shocks, we are now
faced with the armed conflict in Europe which has slowed down Covid-19 recovery and induced an
imminent global economic recession with a disrupted supply chain. These realities reminded us once
again that we live in an interdependent world where we need to work closely for our collective
survival and continued development.

Under the guidance of visionary and proactive leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
Bangladesh has always ardently advocated cooperation among neighbours for friendly relations based
on mutual trust and respect alongside conducting a balancing act on strategic issues based on shared
prosperity as a vision. It has consistently punched well above its weight in promoting regional and
sub-regional cooperation, as clearly evinced from its active roles in the formation of the SAARC and
the BIMSTEC. It also has played a proactive role in fostering sub-regional cooperation within the
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal - BBIN configuration of states. Bangladesh with its limited
resources is always ready to stand by her neighbours in times of emergency — be it natural calamity,

or pandemic or economic crisis.

Excellencies and dear guests,

Bangladesh attaches highest importance to her relations with India that is linked by history, culture,
language and shared sacrifice and kinship. Over the years, Bangladesh-India relations have seen
transformative changes reaching to a new height and enjoying its ‘Golden Chapter’ under the

visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina paid a land mark State visit to India in last September that
created immense opportunities of robust cooperation for partnership and shared prosperity. The two
Prime Ministers jointly inaugurated the Unit-1 of the Maitree Super Thermal Power Plant at Rampal
and the 5.13 km long Rupsha Railway. The two countries signed 07 MOUs for collaboration in

various sector including one on withdrawal of water from Kushiyara River.

Only in last month, the two prime Ministers jointly inaugurated the ‘India Bangladesh Friendship
Pipeline’ by which our diesel import from India has increased manifold at a much cheaper price and

our energy security has been secured to a great extent.

In a world of inter-dependence, Bangladesh and India have been complimenting to each other’s

economy. The total trade between the two countries has increased three-fold during last decade - yet
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there remain huge untapped potentials. We should enhance the bilateral trade in a balanced manner

removing the tariff and non-tariff barriers, develop and modernize the infrastructure along the border.

Bangladesh has been immensely contributing to the economy of India. India receives highest number
of tourists including medical tourists from Bangladesh. Thousands of Indians are working in various

service sectors in Bangladesh that became one of the largest sources of inward remittance for India.
Dear Guests,

Being geographically contiguous, Bangladesh and North East India are much more than just next
door neighbours. Bangladesh and North East India are mutual friends for each other. Closer economic
integration and connection with Bangladesh would greatly push these states’ economic development
and strengthen their linkages with India's heartland. Bangladesh and the North East India could build
on that foundation of cooperation and facilitate connectivity bilaterally and within the sub-region and

beyond.

The sincere efforts of Bangladesh have essentially been one of the pivotal causes behind the peace
and stability of the North-East India. As a friendly gesture, during the devastating floods in Assam
and Meghalaya last year, Bangladesh facilitated transportation of Petroleum products from Assam to

Tripura through the territory of Bangladesh.

In order to accelerate shared economic growth, India and Bangladesh have agreed to restore the pre-
1965 connectivity linkages (rail, road, ports, and inland waterway). The Protocol on Inland Water
Transit and Trade of 1972 was the first instrument that offered India to use Bangladesh’s inland
waterways for carrying goods from other parts of India to the North-Eastern Region.

The two countries have signed an Agreement on use of Chattogram and Mongla Port for movement
of goods to and from India which is a milestone friendly gesture. This presents a lot of exciting
prospects for the two countries to collaborate closely. The Agreement is going to be operationalized
soon. We are working on that direction.

At the request of the Indian government, particularly of former Chief Minister of Tripura, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina extended all support for construction of the Maitree Bridge at Sabroom,
Tripura over Feni River that will allow India’s North Eastern states easy access to Chattogram port
using Bangladesh territory. This bridge would be the trading lifeline for movement of goods from
and to this region through Bangladesh. Earlier, the nearest sea port for Agartala, Kolkata was over
1600 kms away, today, Agartala’s nearest seaport Chattogram is only around 100 kms away.

Necessary port infrastructures would be constructed soon here.
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Again the Akhaura-Agartala rail line, which is going to be completed soon will facilitate direct rail
connectivity between West Bengal and Tripura and thus the North East Region through Bangladesh.
Besides, a number of projects in the areas of railways, roads and riverine multi-layered connectivity
are now either being constructed or upgraded inside Bangladesh under the Indian Lines of Credit.
Once completed, these projects would bring phenomenal change in the connectivity between the two
sides of India through Bangladesh as well as between the two countries.

Distinguished Guests,

With its advantageous geographic location between South and South East Asia, with the Bay of
Bengal to the south, Bangladesh is working to establish itself as the regional hub of connectivity and
a gateway to landlocked Nepal, Bhutan and the north-eastern States of India through roads, rails,
waterways and air linkages promoting free trade and exchange of goods, services, ideas, and cultural
flows and people to people contacts.

Besides bilateral connectivity initiatives with India, we are also pushing for early implementation of
the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity among Bangladesh, India, Bhutan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Nepal, and Myanmar. We have opened our sea ports for use by Bhutan for access to the
Bay of Bengal. Only last month, Bangladesh has signed Transit agreement with Bhutan. Bangladesh
is also ready to extend similar facilities to Nepal within the purview of BBIN MVA.

Bangladesh is equally very keen to be connected with the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway (IMTTH) to connect herself with South East Asia. We hope that our friendly neighbor India
will facilitate our entry into this trilateral highway that has suffered a setback due to the political
situation in Myanmar.

Excellenies,

The Indo-Pacific has undoubtedly become a core area of global politics and its importance is ever
increasing. Considering its collective share in global GDP, preponderance in international trade, and
growing technological dynamism, the Indo-Pacific area is the key determinant for ensuring long-term
prosperity of the South Asian region. Bangladesh, as an active, interested and responsible stakeholder
of the region envisions a free, open, peaceful, secure, and inclusive Indo-Pacific for shared prosperity
for all where Bay of Bengal is a major constituent.

Modern Bangladesh located at the apex of the inverted funnel-shaped Triangular Bay of Bengal and
with a coastline of over 700 kms, is already discovering the benefits of acting as a connectivity
facilitator. Regional connectivity through the Bay of Bengal - the largest bay and the economic

highway in the world with an expanse of over 2.1 million square kilometers, can change the fate of

37



the greater Bay of Bengal community including South Asia if they can form a unified Bay of Bengal
community as in the historical past.

The Bay of Bengal, besides enormous marine resources, also holds the key to energy security that
might boost development prospects of all littorals. A peaceful Bay of Bengal is a necessity for trade

and commerce.
Excellencies,

In the last decade, Bangladesh has achieved rapid economic growth ensuring social justice for all.
Today, Bangladesh is globally looked on with respect and admiration as one of the fastest-growing
economies. Our per capita income has tripled in just a decade. Bangladesh is set to graduate from
LDC in 2026. Last year, we inaugurated the self-funded 'Padma Multi-purpose Bridge" and first ever
Metro Rail service in our capital.

Bangladesh has also undertaken several big infrastructural projects such as the 3.2 kilometer
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Tunnel under the river Karnaphuli- the first of this kind in
South Asia, the Matarbari deep seaport, the Matarbari coal-fired power plant with an electricity
generation capacity of 1,200MW, the Payra deep sea port, the third Terminal of the Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in Dhaka, Padma Bridge Rail Link Project, etc. All these projects are going to
be engine of growth not only for Bangladesh but also for landlocked Nepal, Bhutan and India meaning
North East India as these facilities could be used by them.

The Chattogram port and the Matarbari deep sea port has all the potential to become a regional hub
for connecting the land locked North East India through Bangladesh to the Bay of Bengal and onward.
The greater involvement of Japan will pave the way for comprehensive development particularly for
Bangladesh and North East India.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to particularly thank Japan, Bangladesh’s largest development partner and a common
development partner in the region for their persistent development cooperation to Bangladesh,
particularly for the Bay of Bengal Industrial Growth Belt (BIG-B) Initiative towards making
Bangladesh into a regional road-rail-energy-logistics connectivity hub. The BIG-B would also
substantially benefit this region as it focuses on economic connectivity, which complements India’s
Act East Policy. We are happy to note that the Prime Minister of Japan during his visit to India last
month wished to collaborate in integrated development of Bangladesh and North East India as part
of broader Bay of Bengal community and partnering to facilitate various connectivity initiatives of

Bangladesh- North Eastern Region. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is expected to undertake an official
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visit to Tokyo later this month which will contribute in further consolidating in our relations with

Japan.

Distinguished Audience,

We need to be remindful that connectivity triggered human civilization and it has no alternate for
deeper relations with other countries, people-to-people contact, trade etc. Nepal, Bhutan, India and
Bangladesh share so many complementarities and commonalities that none can afford to prosper
alone. The solution is therefore to deepen ties and build alliances that bind these countries with
common interests where the Bay of Bengal is our common strategic interlocutor. Unfortunately, a
huge gap between potential and current reality exists. In order to benefit from the lucrative potentials
of connectivity ventures, I would like to highlight the following:

First, The political leadership at all levels of the region need to be visionary about regional
cooperation and collaboration. Greater benefits of the people should not be allowed being hostage to
political considerations.

Second, The way Bangladesh is open to allow her territory for use of her neighbours under its good
neighbourliness policy, Bangladesh expects that her neighbours reciprocate the sentiment to benefit
her people.

Third, Developed countries and International Financial Institutions should invest heavily for
developing our infrastructures for seamless regional multimodal connectivity.

Fourth, We need to redouble our efforts for early operationalization of the BIMSTEC Master Plan for
Transport and the BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement (MVA) for the regulation of passenger,
personnel, and vehicular cargo traffic among these countries.

Fifth, For availing the benefits of connectivity in a sustainable manner, power and energy, tourism
related aspects and cultural linkages should be brought under the prism of connectivity besides
improved physical connectivity.

I am happy that Asian Confluence is going to release and present a report here shortly here after this
session. I hope it would be able to rightly identify the gaps and guide us the pragmatic way outs that

we might pursue for our enhanced connectivity in this region.
Excellencies, Dear audience,

Finally, I would say under the visionary and dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
we are pursuing inclusive and people-centric development in association with regional and global
efforts. Our aspiration is to transform Bangladesh into a knowledge-based 'Smart Bangladesh" by

2041.
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Guided by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, we are advocating for inclusive development of the region.
We need to grow together for peace and prosperous region. Therefore, I believe this Dialogue would
be able to rejuvenate all our visions in this regard, which will ultimately reinforce our efforts with
renewed momentum.

With this, I conclude! I thank you all.

Joy Bangla! Joy Bangabandhu!!

Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to India*
Shri. G Kishan Reddy, Minister for Development of Northeastern Region, Culture and Tourism

HE Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Minister of State for External Affairs

HE Mr. Shahriar Alam, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh
Dr. Manik Saha, Honorable Chief Minister of Tripura

Dr. Sumit Seth, Joint Secretary, MEA

Executive Director Sabyasachi Dutta,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Agartala for the first memorable face-to-face
meeting of the Dialogue on Northeast. As the Ambassador of Japan, I am very pleased to be able to
welcome so many people from various places such as the northeastern states, Delhi, and Dhaka, as
well as from various fields such as government, business, think tanks, and academia.

Here in Tripura, it is worthy of being called the "Linchpin of the Bay of Bengal", which connects the
northeastern state of India and Bangladesh. During Prime Minister Kishida's visit to India last month,
the new plan for the "Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)" that the Prime Minister put forward puts

South Asia as a priority region. It was announced that Japan will work hand-in-hand with regional
countries such as India and Bangladesh on the "Industrial Value Chain Concept".

In addition to discussions on the development of the northeastern provinces, the ""Northeastern

Intellectual Dialogue" this time will discuss the possibilities and challenges of advancing the concept

3 Translated from his speech
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proposed by Prime Minister Kishida, with participants from diverse backgrounds. I would like to
have a candid exchange of opinions between us. As Ambassador of Japan to India, I would like to
talk about the background to the birth of this concept.

(Bay of Bengal region and Japan)

From a geopolitical point of view, the North East State of India (NER) is in a special position to
connect the subcontinent and East Asia did not come. However, when the Modi administration was
born and the importance of developing the Northeast was confirmed, it came to play a central role in
the "Act East Policy," and Japan has also been engaged in various infrastructure development projects
in the Northeast. We have made steady progress. At the summit meeting held in November 2016,
Prime Minister Modi and the late former Prime Minister Abe confirmed that they would deepen
bilateral cooperation in the Northeast State. We are cooperating.

At about the same time, just a few kilometers across the border from here in Bangladesh, the “Bay
of Bengal Industrial Growth Belt,” dubbed BIG-B, was launched, based on an agreement between
Prime Minister Hasina and the late Prime Minister Abe . Plans have been made. The basic
infrastructure required by Bangladesh will be developed with Japanese assistance, and connectivity
will be provided from Matarbari, a deep-sea port currently under construction toward the start of
operations in 2027, to Chittagong and Dhaka, as well as other domestic roads and infrastructure. This
is a project to accelerate the industrialization of Bangladesh by strengthening bridges. As this project
progresses smoothly, more and more investments are coming into Bangladesh from Japan and other
countries. Bangladesh is now enjoying one of the highest economic growth rates in the world, along
with India.

Neighboring North East India and Bangladesh have tremendous potential. Bangladesh has the
potential to become a gateway to the Bay of Bengal region by connecting with the landlocked
Northeastern provinces and further connecting with landlocked Bhutan and Nepal. On the other hand,
North East India's connection with Bangladesh will enable it to connect to global markets from the
interior through the Bay of Bengal. Both are in a position to extend the potential of each other both

inland and at sea.

However, while infrastructure development is progressing smoothly, it is also true that there are still
major issues in terms of investment and industrial formation. The connectivity of the Bay of Bengal
region has been the subject of much debate for a long time, but simply building infrastructure will
not create a sustainable flow of growth. We can only do that by attracting investment beyond

infrastructure and creating industry. Considering the history of infrastructure development and

41



industrial development, it will be a long-term effort for the next 10 to 20 years. , It is necessary to
accelerate efforts.

By linking the Northeast State and Bangladesh, in addition to enjoying opportunities for each other,
by introducing new perspectives such as investment and industry, we will create a flow of sustainable
economic development beyond infrastructure. Prime Minister Kishida's policy speech, the meaning
of the "industrial value chain concept" that spans the Northeastern states of India and Bangladesh,

announced in the new FOIP plan.

This concept also includes the implication of strategic outreach from the sea to the inland areas to
enhance the potential of the inland areas through connectivity with the Indo-Pacific. Furthermore,
when considering the new axis of industry in addition to infrastructure, connectivity evolves to the
next step of the value chain. For the Northeast State, by organically connecting with Bangladesh, a
major power that drives the growth of the Bay of Bengal region, it will be able to become a part of
the regional industrial structure, creating jobs and improving technology. Bangladesh will not be a
"transit point" but a starting point (where the value is produced) for the Northeast State. Bangladesh

will grow even more vigorously as an industrial cluster through its role as a regional hub.

Why can Japan say that? It has a solid track record. The "Southern Mekong Economic Corridor",
which has been advertised as a core project under Japan's FOIP vision, provides physical connectivity
connecting Bangkok, the industrial hub of the region, with Phnom Penh, Ho Chi Minh City, and other
major cities in the southern Mekong region. , By combining software connectivity such as free trade
and measures to accelerate customs clearance, investment has been promoted along the railway line,
and it has become an international industrial value chain. In this context, Japan has contributed greatly
to the development of regional countries while working closely with the ADB, regional countries,
and private companies. Japan's approach to connectivity, which combines hard and soft connectivity,

is also introduced in the case of the new FOIP plan. In that sense, it can be said that Japan can play a
very large role in building an international industrial value chain in the Bay of Bengal region.

In fact, in order to realize the concept, JICA is about to conduct surveys in both Northeast India and
Bangladesh to build a cross-border value chain. I will leave the details of this study to the JICA
officials, but Japan has already begun to further materialize this concept. I strongly hope that each
actor will be actively involved in turning this trend into a big wave.

Looking at Bangladesh, the population is 170 million, more than Japan. Blessed with a talented
young population like India, it is a large country with a promising future. Many Japanese companies
have also entered the market (338 companies: as of November 2022), and Japanese companies are
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starting to expand into multiple industrial parks in the country. Bangladesh, which will graduate from
the LDC in a few years, and Japan signed a joint study group on the possibility of a Japan-Bangladesh
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) in December last year. Partnership Agreement (EPA)) was
launched. If an FTA is concluded in the future, investment and trade between Japan and Bangladesh
will expand dramatically. Through the BIG-B Initiative and FTAs, Japan will strongly support
Bangladesh's dynamic growth as a new cluster of manufacturing industries. I hope that Prime Minister
Hasina's visit to Japan will be realized as soon as possible, and that these concrete discussions will be

further deepened.

The Northeast State will expand its economic potential greatly by connecting with Bangladesh,
developing together, and connecting with the world by connecting with the Indo-Pacific. Add 50
million in the North East, 170 million in Bangladesh, and 90 million in West Bengal, creating a
market of over 300 million people in the entire region. This is a much larger market than the five

Mekong countries combined.

Japan has been deeply cooperating in the development of both North East India and Bangladesh, and
will continue to deepen its involvement in the future. Today, the largest beneficiaries of Japan's ODA
are far behind the Philippines, which is in third place, followed by India and Bangladesh in first and
second place. Once again, you will understand how closely all three of us are connected. If Japan's
knowledge of development is combined with the potential of both India and Bangladesh, I think it

will open up tremendous possibilities.

With this background and the strong feelings of Japan and India towards the development of the
Northeast, we would like to shed new light on the discussion on the development of the Northeast.
As I mentioned earlier, the fact that the Northeast Intellectual Dialogue, which was held face-to-face
for the first time, was held here in Agartala is of great significance. Tripura is of great historical
importance to Bangladesh, a vital partner in the development of the North East State, and is only a
few hours' drive from Dhaka. It is also a very suitable place to invite friends from Bangladesh to this
dialogue for the first time. And although it is not well known, if a direct flight were to be launched
between Dhaka and Tokyo in the future, the two would be connected in just five and a half hours. If
that happens, Singapore will be closer to Tokyo than Bangkok, but at the same time, the distance
between the northeastern provinces and Japan will be greatly reduced. Possibly, the city in the

northeastern province closest to Tokyo may become this Agartala.
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This time, many people involved in business, including those involved in Japanese companies, are
attending. It may be unprecedented for a Japanese ambassador to visit the northeastern provinces
together with representatives of famous Japanese companies. Their perspectives will be very valuable
when considering the element of "investment" ahead of infrastructure development. We look forward
to receiving concrete and frank input from business people in Japan, India and Bangladesh regarding
the possibilities and challenges in building an industrial value chain that spans Bangladesh and the
Northeast State.

At the same time, many experts with perspectives from each state in the Northeast, including the
local state of Tripura, are participating. We hope that our efforts will be more effective and enriched
by fully considering the challenges and strengths unique to the Northeast Province and reflecting
them in our future steps. As Ambassador of Japan to India, I am co-chairing the Act East Forum on
the Development of the North East States of India with Mr. We believe that the valuable input we
receive from you at this forum will be very useful if we can follow up on the discussions within the
frameworks between the governments of Japan and India and between Japan and Bangladesh.

Lastly, and most importantly, this dialogue was made possible with the support of the Government
of India, the Government of Bangladesh, the State of Tripura and many others. Tripura, in particular,
plays an important role in connecting the Northeastern provinces and Bangladesh, and at the same
time, is positioned as the core of this industrial value chain concept. I would like to once again express
my gratitude to the Prime Minister of Tripura, Mr. Saha, and everyone who participated from all over
the world. The holding of this conference will greatly expand the future possibilities of Tripura, the
North-Eastern provinces, Bangladesh, and the Bay of Bengal region as a whole. I would be very

honoured to have the opportunity to do so.
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Annexure- 1

AGENDA

DAY 1: April 11* 2023

4:00 — 4:30 pm: Registration and Welcome
4:30 — 6:20 pm: Inaugural Session

. Introduction: Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence

o Inaugural Remarks: Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to
India

. Special Address: H.E. Shahriar Alam, Hon. Minister of State, Foreign
Affairs,Bangladesh

o Special Address: H.E. Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Hon. Minister of
State, External Affairs and Education, India

. Special Address: Shri. G Kishan Reddy, Hon. Minister, Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region, Culture and Tourism.

. Inaugural Address: Dr. Manik Saha, Hon. Chief Minister of Tripura

Release of Report (Assessing Connectivity between Northeast India and Bangladesh:

Towards a Prosperous Bay of Bengal Region) and Group Photo

6:30- 7:00 pm: Panel Discussion on the Report: Northeast India and
Bangladesh: Seizing the Opportunity

Chair: Amb. Riva Ganguly Das, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian
Confluence

Panelists:

o Dr. Prabir De, Professor, Research and Information System for
Developing Countries, (RIS),
New Delhi

. Dr. Selim Raihan, Professor, Department of Economics University of
Dhaka,Bangladesh, and Executive Director SANEM

. Dr. Kazutoshi Tamari, Associate Professor, Graduate School of
Economics, Chukyo University

o Mr. Kentaro Orita, Counselor, Political Section, Embassy of Japan, New
Delhi
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Q&A

7:00- 8:00 pm: Signature Conversation: India, Japan and Bangladesh in the
Bay of Bengal: New Horizons

This Conversation aims to highlight the larger framework of cooperation between
ongoing bilateral cooperation between India and Japan and Bangladesh and how that
can be leveraged for cooperation to secure a prosperous Bay of Bengal
Neighbourhood.

Chair: Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian
Confluence

Panelists

. Dr. Sumit Seth, Joint Secretary, PP&R, Ministry of External Affairs
. Mr. Takeo Konishi, Country Director, Asian Development Bank
. Prof. Shahidul Haque, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Delhi University

DAY 2: April 12" 2023

9:15 — 11:00 am: Cluster Session 1: (Close Door) Annex Hall-1

Chair: Amb. Riva Ganguly Das, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian
Confluence

Introduction: Mr. Ichiguchi Tomohide, Chief Representative JICA Bangladesh

Lead Discussants (Not in particular order)

e Md. Nahim Razzaq, MP & Member of MOFA Parliamentary Committee

e Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to India

e  Mr. Ichiguchi Tomohide, Chief Representative JICA Bangladesh

e Mr. Hajime Taniguchi, Senior Representative, JICA India

e  Mr. Takashi Suzuki, Chief Director General JETRO India

e Mr. Nilaya Mitash, Principal Operations Coordination Specialist, ADB India

e  Mr. Subrata Choudhury, Deputy Secretary, Transport Department,
Government ofTripura

e  Mr. Ruhul Amin, Assistant High Commissioner, Bangladesh, Guwahati

e Dr. Samudragupta Kashyap, State Information Commissioner, Assam

e Mr. Dipak Bhowmik, Assistant Director, Horti & Soil Conservation, Agartala

e Mr. Raman Singla, General Manager, Indian Railway Construction
International Limited
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e  Mr. Susumu Wakamori, President JCCII, President & CEO Marubeni India

e Mr. Tsuneya Katagiri, Country Manager All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.

e Mr. Kenji Minemura, Senior Research Fellow, The Canon Institute for
Global Studies

e Prof. Syed Ferhat Anwar, University of Dhaka

e Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive Director SANEM, Bangladesh

e  Mr. Biswajit Chakrabarty, Senior Director, FICCI

e  Mr. Swadesh Roy, Journalist, Bangladesh

9:15 — 11:00 am: Cluster Session 2: (Close Door) Main Hall

Chair: Mr. Ajay Sethi, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence

Introduction: Mr. Mitsuinori Saito, Chief Representative of JICA, India
Lead Discussants (Not in particular order)

o Mr. Tatsuya Machida, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Japan in
Bangladesh

. Mr. Mitsunori Saito, Chief Representative, JICA India

. Mr. Toshihiko Kurihara, Chief Representative, JBIC

. Ms. Rekha Raikar Kumar, Member, Land Ports Authority of India

o Mr. Soumya Chattopadhyay, Senior Programs Officer, ADB India

. Ms. Vishwashree, Director, Commerce Department, Tripura

o Mr. Arif Mohammad, Assistant High Commissioner, Bangladesh, Agartala

o Mr. Yoji Taguchi, Executive JCCII, Chairman & Managing Director
Mitsubishi Corporation India Pvt. Ltd.

o Mr. Kenji Sugino, Secretary General, JCCII

. Mr. Yuki Shoji, Manager, Deloitte Haskins, and Sells LLP Manager

o Mr. Shinichi Nagata, Country General Manager for Bangladesh, Sumitomo
Corporation, Asia Pacific Representative

o Mr. Katsuhito Kobayashi, Regional General Manager, Nippon Express
India

e  Prof Srabani Roy Choudhury, Center for East Asian Studies, School of
International Studies JNU, New Delhi

. Prof. Indraneel Bhowmik, Tripura University, Agartala

. Dr. Md. Yunus, Senior Fellow, BIDS, Dhaka

. Dr. Shristi Pukhrem, India Foundation, New Delhi

. Mr. Pradip Phanjouban, Journalist, Manipur

. Dr. Rajiv Ranjan Chaturvedi, Associate Professor, Nalanda University

11:00- 11:15 am: Tea/Coffee Break
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11:15-11:30 am: Brief Recap

11:30 — 12:45 pm: Development Partnerships in the North-east, Bangladesh
and the Bay of Bengal: The Way Forward

Chair: Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence

Panelists

. Mr. Machida Tatsuya, DCM of Japan, Bangladesh

o Mr. Edimon Ginting, Country Director, ADB Bangladesh

o Shri K. Moses Chalai, NEC Secretary

. Prof. Ashok Chawla, Advisor, Japan, MEA

. Prof. Shahidul Haque, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Delhi University

12:45 — 1:00 pm: Valedictory Address by H.E Khalid Mohammad
Chowdhury, Minister of Shipping, Bangladesh

1:00 — 1:30 pm: Valedictory Panel
Chair: Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa, Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian
Panelists

. Ms. Smita Pant, Joint Secretary BM, MEA, New Delhi

o H. E. Mr. Md. Mustafizur Rahman, Bangladesh High Commissioner to

India
o Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki, Hon. Ambassador of Japan to India

Vote of Thanks

e  Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence
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Annexure- 2

Links for the News Articles

a.

A new troika for India’s Northeast https://www.gatewayhouse.in/a-new-troika-for-indias-
northeast/

The Need for Japanese Investment in Bangladesh and North East India
https://natstrat.org/articledetail/publications/the-need-for-japanese-investment-in-bangladesh-
and-north-east-india-32.html

Tripura CM To Inaugurate 2-Day ‘Third India-Japan Intellectual Conclave’ Begins On Tuesday
https://www.northeasttoday.in/2023/04/10/tripura-cm-to-inaugurate-2-day-third-india-japan-
intellectual-conclave-begins-on-tuesday/

Centre Wants To Develop Economic Corridor With Neighbouring Countries With NE States:
GK Reddy At 3rd India-Japan Intellectual Conclave

https://www.northeasttoday.in/2023/04/1 1/centre-wants-to-develop-economic-corridor-with-
neighbouring-countries-with-ne-states-gk-reddy-at-3rd-india-japan-intellectual-conclave/
India, Bangladesh, Japan to hold connectivity meet in Tripura
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/india-bangladesh-japan-to-hold-connectivity-meet-in-
tripura/amp/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=16813895204282&csi=1&referrer=https%3
A%2F%2Fwww.google.com

Representatives of Japan, Bangladesh look at Tripura as potential gateway of NE India at
conclave

https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/representatives-japan-bangladesh-tripura-

gateway-ne-india-at-conclave-8553149/
Shahriar Alam stresses regional connectivity at India-Japan conclave in Agartala
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/04/12/shahriar-alam-stresses-regional -

connectivity-at-india-japan-conclave-in-agartala
3rd India-Japan Intellectual conclave begins: Looking beyond Chattogram, Mongla ports
https://tripuratimes.com/ttimes/3rd-india-japan-intellectual-conclave-begins-looking-beyond-

chattogram-mongla-ports-7044.html

NE is India’s window to South East Asia: DONER Minister
https://tripuratimes.com/ttimes/ne-is-india%E2%80%99s-window-to-south-east-asia-doner-
minister-7045.html

BD, India, Japan hold connectivity meet in Tripura today
https://www.observerbd.com/details.php?id=415176

India Bangladesh Japan to hold connectivity meet in Tripura

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/india-bangladesh-japan-to-hold-

connectivity-meet-in-tripura/articleshow/99345961.cms

Asian Confluence, a think tank based out of North East India, in collaboration with the Indian
foreign ministry, is organising the event
https://www.tbsnews.net/world/south-asia/bangladesh-japan-and-india-hold-connectivity-
meet-tripura-613454

Bangladesh, India and Japan are going to hold an event in Tripura on April 11-12 on
connectivity initiatives to harness the commercial potential of the region.
https://www.maritimegateway.com/india-japan-bangladesh-trilateral-meeting-in-tripura-

today/
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https://tripuratimes.com/ttimes/ne-is-india%E2%80%99s-window-to-south-east-asia-doner-minister-7045.html
https://www.observerbd.com/details.php?id=415176
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https://www.maritimegateway.com/india-japan-bangladesh-trilateral-meeting-in-tripura-today/
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According to officials, increased participation from Japan will facilitate the creation of
industrial value chains and comprehensive connectivity development in Northeast India and
Bangladesh.
https://tripuranewslive.com/india-bangladesh-japan-to-hold-connectivity-meet-in-tripura/
India, BD Japan hold connectivity meet in Tripura today
https://indiaseatradenews.com/india-bangladesh-japan-to-hold-connectivity-meet-in-tripura/
Bangladesh, Japan and India to hold connectivity meet in Tripura
https://inews.zoombangla.com/bangladesh-japan-and-india-to-hold-connectivity-meet-in-
tripura/

Tripura: India, Japan, and Bangladesh to hold intellectual conclave on Northeast India
connectivity in Agartala
https://www.indiatodayne.in/tripura/story/tripura-india-japan-and-bangladesh-to-hold-
intellectual-conclave-on-northeast-india-connectivity-in-agartala-540657-2023-04-
10?utm_source=Internal ITNE&utm_medium=Article&utm_campaign=Read More

Steps taken to implement Act East policy for benefits of NE, Bangladesh: Reddy
https://www.eastmojo.com/tripura/2023/04/12/steps-taken-to-implement-act-east-policy-for-

benefits-of-ne-bangladesh-reddy/
Cargo Movement Between North East And Chittagong Port To Start Soon: Bangladesh
Minister

https://www.outlookindia.com/business/cargo-movement-between-north-east-and-chittagong-
port-to-start-soon-bangladesh-minister-news-277934

Strategic significance of India-Japan-Bangladesh’s trilateral meeting in Tripura
https://nagalandpost.com/index.php/strategic-significance-of-india-japan-bangladeshs-
trilateral-meeting-in-tripura/

India, Bangladesh, Japan to hold connectivity meet in Tripura
https://defence.pk/pdf/threads/india-bangladesh-japan-to-hold-connectivity-meet-in-
tripura.764595/

India, Bangladesh, Japan to Hold Connectivity Meet in Tripura
https://citizendelhi.com/india-bangladesh-japan-to-hold-connectivity-meet-in-tripura/

. Strategic Significance Of India-Japan-Bangladesh’s Trilateral Meeting In Tripura — Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/10042023-strategic-significance-of-india-japan-bangladeshs-
trilateral-meeting-in-tripura-analysis/

The Bay of Bengal Economy | Will India, Bangladesh and Japan change the South Asian trade
story?
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/the-bay-of-bengal-economy-will-

india-bangladesh-and-japan-trio-change-the-south-asian-trade-story-10468561.html
What does the trilateral Tripura meet mean for Bangladesh?

https://www.tbsnews.net/thoughts/what-does-trilateral-tripura-meet-mean-bangladesh-614690
Japan proposes an industrial hub in Bangladesh with supply chains to India.
https://www.reuters.com/markets/emerging/japan-proposes-industrial-hub-bangladesh-with-
supply-chains-india-2023-04-11/
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Annexure- 3

List of Attendees

List of Key Speakers (In order of Agenda)

Serial Name Designation
No.
1 Amb. Hiroshi Suzuki Ambassador of Japan to India
2 Smt. Santana Chakma | Industries Minister of Tripura
3 H.E. Shahriar Alam Minister of State, Foreign Affairs,Bangladesh
4 H.E. Dr. Rajkumar Minister of State,External Affairs and Education, India
Ranjan Singh
5 Shri. G Kishan Reddy | Hon. Minister, Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region, Culture and Tourism
6 Amb. Riva Ganguly Former Foreign Secreatry, East, MEA, Member Governing
Das Council, Asian Confluence
7 Dr. Prabir De Professor, Research and Information System for Developing
Countries, (RIS), New Delhi
8 Dr. Selim Raihan Professor, Department of Economics University of
Dhaka,Bangladesh, and Executive Director SANEM
9 Dr. Kazutoshi Tamari Associate Professor, Graduate School of Economics, Chukyo
University
10 Mr. Kentaro Orita Counselor, Political Section, Embassy of Japan, New Delhi
11 Amb. Deepa Gopalan | Former Ambassador to Japan, Member Governing Council,
Wadhwa Asian Confluence
12 Prof. Shahidul Haque | Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Delhi University
13 Dr. Sumit Seth Joint Secretary, PP&R, Ministry of External Affairs
14 Mr. Takeo Konishi Country Director, ADB, India
15 Mr. Ichiguchi Chief Representative JICA Bangladesh
Tomohide
16 Md. Nahim Razzaq MP & Member of MOFA Parliamentary Committee

58



17 Mr. Mitsuinori Saito Chief Representative of JICA, India
18 Mr. Ajay Sethi Hon. Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence
19 Amb. Rajiv Bhatia Former Ambassador to Myanmar, Member Governing Council,
Asian Confluence
20 Mr. Machida Tatsuya | DCM of Japan, Bangladesh
21 Mr. Edimon Ginting Country Director, ADB Bangladesh
22 Shri K. Moses Chalai | NEC Secretary
23 Prof. Ashok Chawla Advisor, Japan, MEA
25 Mr. Swadesh Roy Journalist, Bangladesh
25 Khalid Mohammad Minister of Shipping, Bangladesh
Chowdhury
26 Md. Mustafizur Bangladesh High Commissioner to India
Rahman
27 Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta | Executive Director, Asian Confluence
List of Participants
Serial | Name Designation
No.
1 Ms. Mari Sakai Japan Embassy
2 Ms. Mariko Taniguchi Japan Embassy, Economic Section
3 Ms.Kyoko Hokuto Japan Embassy, Economic Minister
4 Taeko Iwamoto JICA India
5 Hajime Taniguchi Senior Representative, JICA India
6 Raisul Islam In Charge of Regional Transport, JICA Bangladesh
8 Mr. Takashi Suzuki JETRO India
9 Mr. Shinichi Nagata Sumitomo Corporation , Asia Pacific Representative
10 Ms. Farhana Yasmin Manager, Sumitomo Corporation
11 Dr. Vinayak Senior Economist JBIC
12 Mr. Toshihiko Kurihara Chief Representative JBIC New Delhi
13 Ms. Sakura Shibuya JBIC




14

Mr. Shinichiro Imahori

JBIC

15 Dr. Tamari Associate Professor, School of Policy Studies
/ Graduate School of Economics, Chukyo University

16 Mr. Kenji Minemura Senior Research Fellow, The Canon Institute for
Global Studies, Visiting Professor at Aoyama
Gakuinn University

17 Mr. Susumu Wakamori President of Shoo-Koo-Kai (Japanese Commerce and
Industry Association in India)

18 Mr.Kenji Sugino JCCII Secretary General

19 Mr. Yoji TAGUCHI JCCII Executive Mistibushi Chairman and managing
Director

20 Mr. Girish Naik Mitsubishi Corp. India, Kolkata Branch, Chief
Regional Officer

21 Mr. Tsuneta KATAGIRI Country Manager-India, ANA

22 Mr. Keita Ueki JIJT PRESS New Delhi Bureau

23 Ms. Tomomi ASANO The Yomiuri Shimbun

24 Mr.Tawqeer Hussain Sheikh The Yomiuri Shimbun

25 Mr. Soumya Chattopadhya Senior Programs Officer ADB India

26 Mr. Nilaya Mitash Principal Operations Coordination Specialist
(Regional Cooperation) ADB India

27 Mr. Yuki Shoji Deloitte Haskins and Sells LLP Manager

28 Mr. Hanada Nikkei Shinbun

29 JC Pegu Commissioner IRS (retd.)

30 Katsuhito Kobayashi Regional General Manager. NX Group in India

31 R.B. Karjee Sec to RK Ranjan

32 Ms Juhi Rai Joint Secretary, MEA

33 Md. Al Alamul Emam Director (State Minister's Office)

34 A S M Shamsul Arefin Bangladeshi Chairman, Bangladesh Foundation for
Regional Studies

35 Swadesh Roy Journalist

36 Omar SANEM Bangladesh

37 Ashibur Rahman SANEM Bangladesh
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38

Prof. Syed Ferhat Anwar+1

Dhaka University

39 Ruhul Amin Asst High Commissioner of Bangladesh in Guwahati

40 Arif Mohammad Asst. High Commissioner of Bangladesh in Agartala

41 Mohammad Yunus Senior Research Fellow, Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies

42 Abul Kalam Azad Secreatry, India Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce
& Industries (IBCCI)

43 Ajeet Kumar Singh LPAI

44 Samudragupta Kashyap Chief Information Officer, Assam

45 Dr. Shristi Pukhrem Senior Research Fellow, India Foundation

46 Ms. Komal Biswal Research Scholar, INU

47 Professor Srabani Roy Center For East Asian Studies Professor in Japanese

Choudhury Division School of International Studies Jawaharlal

Nehru University

48 Professor Jangkhongam Doungel | Professor Department of Political Science, Mizoram
University

49 Prof(Dr) Rupakjyoti Professor and Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social

BorahArunachal Pradesh Sciences, Arunachal University of Studies, Namsai,

Arunachal Pradesh

50 Biswajit Chakrabarty FICCI Assam Representation

51 Mr. Pradip Phanjouban Journalist, Manipur

52 Prasenjit Dey Regional Head -East and Northeast, RCPSDC

53 Pinaki Ranjan Dey Consultant

54 Sherry Lalthangzo Economic Adviser NEC

55 Rajkumar Tarunjit Singh Media

56 MK Pragya Deb Barman Royal Family Tripura

57 Prof. Indranil Bhowmik Tripura University

58 Mr. Debasis Nandi Manager, LPAI Integrated Check Post, Agartala

59 Subrata Choudhury Deputy Secretary, Transport Department,
Government of Tripura

60 Mr. Md Al Amin First Secretary, Bangladesh Assistant High
Commission

61 Mr. Raman Singla General Manager, IRCON
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62 Mr Syjit Roy Secretary, India-Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce,
Tripura Chapter and General Secretary, All Tripura
Merchants Association

63 Mr Abhjeet Deb Treasure of Secretary, India-Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Joint Secretary, All Tripura Marchant
Association

64 Ms. Rupa Das Deputy Director, Confederation of Indian
Industry, Tripura State Office

65 Mr. Sujit Chakraborty Northeast Bureau Chief of IANS, Agartala, Tripura

66 Mr. Tapan Lodh Ex-Chief Engineer, Water Department

67 Dr. Subir Kumar Sen Associate Professor, Commerce Department, Tripura
University

68 Mr Manimay Roy Academician and Writer

69 Mr Apurba Kumar Dey Senior Journalist and Secretary, Centre for Aquatic
Research & Environment (CARE), an NGO

70 Mr Subrata Ghosh Senior Journalist, Editor, Northeast Herald

71 Mr Manas Paul Editor, Tripura Times

72 Mr. Tushar Chakraborty President, All Tripura Merchant Association

73 Mr. Jibanananda Banik Oval Projects

74 Mr.Ashok Das Oval Projects

75 Homagni Roy Choudhury Director-Operations, Homo Deus

76 Mr. Sajib Saha Cultural Secretary, All Tripura Merchant Association

77 Prof Ashish Nath Dept. of Economics, Tripura University

78 Prof. Alak Bhattacharjee Dept. of Political Science, Tripura University

79 Prof. Sabyasachi Dasgupta Dept. of Forestry, Tripura University

80 Dr. Saptarshi Mitra Dept. of Geography, Tripura University

81 Dr. Gautam Chakma Dept. of Political Science, Tripura University

82 Prof. Sukhendu Debbarma Dept. of History, Tripura University

83 Prof. Paramita Saha Tripura University

84 Dr. Mahasweta Saha Business Management
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85

Dr. Manish Das

Business Management

86 Dr. Salim Shah Dept of economics, Tripura University

87 Dr. A. M. Kanfade, IFS Chief Executive Officer & Project Director, Tripura
JICA Project(SCATFORM)

88 Dr. Bindu Ranjan Chakma Dept of Political Science, Maharaja Bir Bikram
University

89 Dr. Anuj Kanchan Datta Roy Assistant professor Dept of Pol Science, MBBU

90 Dr. Antiarbum Ranglong Assistant Professor Dept of Pol Science, MBBU

91 Mr. Harsanglian Halam Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce,
Ramkrishna Mahavidyalaya, Kailashahar, Unakoti,
Tripura

92 Kanak Jain Industrialist and member of Tripura Chambers of
Commerce

93 Dr. Jayanti Bhattacharjee Associate Professor in Economics, MMD
College, Sabroom

94 Prof. Jahar Debbarma Department of Economics, Tripura University

95 Dr. Pradip Chouhan, Asst. Prof, ICFAI University

96 Brig Nilesh Choudhary Gurkha Riffles

97 Maj Ambika Gurkha Riffles

98 Colonel Vishan Jamwal CO Military Hospital

99 Jayanta Bhattacharya President : Agartala Press Club

100 Mr Ramakanta Dey Secretary : Agartala Press Club
(Senior Journalist of Dainik Sambad)

101 Mr Pinaki Das Assistant News Editor : Northeast Live

102 Ratan Saha President, India-Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce,
Tripura

103 Mr. Pran Gopal Saha Secretary, Tripura Industry Owners’ Association

104 Lisha Debbarma Tripura University

105 Saheli Debbarma Tripura University

106 Mesaka Molsom Tripura University

107 Arbin Singha Tripura University

108 Mr Prabir Shil Bureau Chief : PTI
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109 Gagadhar Press

110 Vikas Press

111 Teichi Kumar Railway Manager

112 Sudip Chandra Nath Press

113 Samir Saha SRISTI TRIPURA

114 Kutal Ghoswami AIR

115 Bhaskar Das Headlines Tripura

116 Sumita Roy Sen Headlines Tripura

117 Prameet Gupta Hotel Polo tower

118 Shabari Chowdhury Treasury Habitat Shillong

119 Dr. Yhome Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence

120 Sambhita Nandi Director Outreach and Legal, Asian Confluence
121 Sreya Pan Research Fellow, Asian Confluence

122 Pradyut Das Research and Program Associate, Asian Confluence
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