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Concept Note 

  

Recent time has seen a phenomenal growth in the depth and dimension of connectivity 

between India and Bangladesh. This connectivity is not confined simply to physical 

connectivity but also extends to digital, energy and institutions for furthering collaborations 

in the future. The physical connectivity initiatives comprising a complex network of road, rail, 

maritime and inland waterways with Bangladesh will have great implications for the future of 

the landlocked North eastern Indian states which will gain access to the ports of the Bay of 

Bengal such as Chittagong, Mongla and Matarbari. On the other, Bangladesh will gain land 

connectivity to the ASEAN countries via North east India. Building on this and including the 

energy and digital connectivity planned and in place, many new areas of further collaboration 

become possible. The region can develop several global and regional value chains, increase 

bilateral trade, increase institutional collaborations on capacity building to enhance people to 

people contacts: all leading to a more secure and prosperous subregion between the 

Himalayas and the Bay of Bengal. India and Bangladesh are also in the process of signing a 

CEPA (comprehensive economic partnership agreement). This may further provide an 

enabling framework towards the realization of the shared vision.   

 

The Asian Confluence in collaboration with SANEM, and the North South University, will be 

hosting a half-day roundtable on 18 January 2023 with leading economists, policy-makers, 

and thought leaders from Bangladesh and India with the following objectives:   

  

  

1) As Bangladesh comes out of LDC status, economic implications of ongoing efforts 

of Bangladesh’s trade relations with partner countries;   

2) Scope and opportunities for building global and regional value chains between 

Bangladesh and India with special emphasis on India’s North-eastern region and 

extending to the ASEAN countries; 

3) Current state of digital, energy and institutional connectivity and building further 

on that for capacity building and skilling the region.  

4) While the benefits of connectivity between Northeast India and Bangladesh are 

well known, what are the country perceptions on how communities on both sides 

of the border benefit?   

 

  


