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Concept Note

India’s North-Eastern region comprising eight states together shares borders with five of
India’s neighbours: Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Nepal and Myanmar. As a region it connects
South and South-East Asia, and has close proximity to the Bay of Bengal. The region is rich in
natural resources, bio diversity as well as human capital. It can be viewed from threelenses:

One, due to its location, this region of India lies at the intersection of India’s foreign
policies such as ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ and ‘Act East Policy’ and Indo Pacific Vision
offering immense potential to be India’s growth engine of the future. There are several
connectivity projects (rail, road, air, waterways, digital, power) ongoing in the entire subregion.
Intra-regional connectivity within the NER region is a key component of connecting the NER to
the neighbourhood and “connecting the connectivities” in the entire subregion of Eastern South
Asia and beyond. The ongoing India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway project is
progressing. Bangladesh has also expressed their keen interest to join this trilateral highway for
better continental connectivity with ASEAN as the trilateral highway is expanding beyond to
Lao, Vietnam and Cambodia. The BBIN and BIMSTEC mechanism are vehicles for meeting
the objective of inclusive development along with the neighbours. The trans-Asian Railway too
through North Eastern region is likely passing across Moreh-Tamu sector of India- Myanmar
and it will play a pivotal role in enhancing the connectivity for better trade, logistics and supply
chain and with the promise that India shall have the opportunity in joining the global value chain
in future through the North east. Seamless and smooth movement of goods and people across
borders of states and nations can transform the region into a trading and logistics hub.

However, viewed from the second lens of security, its strategic location bordering as
many as five neighbouring countries makes it an interesting case of both traditional and non-
traditional security. Developments across the border have a direct impact on the internal
security of the region. Concerns such as insurgent groups findings safe havens across the
border, illegal immigration, trafficking often derail efforts of connectivity and free movement
of people and goods.

Three, purely from a homeland development lens, the region which is rich in natural
resources, human capital, and rich bio diversity offers immense potential for growth in service
and trades. Sectors such as agriculture, tourism, health and education offer immense potential
for growth. The region is rich in human capital. There are several bilateral programs between

India and allies such as Singapore and Japan to advance the agenda of skilling and capacity



building of human resource of region. The agenda of a connected, peaceful, secure and
prosperous North Eastern region is being addressed by several projects and initiatives on the
ground.

As the sub - region of Eastern South Asia comes out of the aftereffects of the pandemic
and as India becomes a dominant player in the Indo-Pacific geography the significance of this
region has further increased. Noting that 2022 marks 75 years of India’s Independence, 70 years
of India Japan relations, 25 years of BIMSTEC, 30 years of ASEAN-India relations and the
year when India will assume presidency of the G-20, it is opportune to revisit the region from
the varied lenses of India’s relationship with the neighbourhood, regional security and internal
development of the region and crystallize win-win solutions.

The Asian Confluence, a unit of Divya Jeevan Foundation Society in collaboration with
Ministry of External Affairs India and the Manipur University proposes a two-day dialogue
that will bring together policymakers, academia, business stakeholders, practitioners and civil

society to discuss the key role of North eastern region on the following themes:

e Act East to Indo Pacific: Role of North-east in Connecting the Connectivities

e Foster Intra-regional and International Trade: An assessment and the way forward from
the NER

e Human Capital Development: Potential, challenges and the way forward
e Traditional and Non Traditional Security: An assessment from the North East.

e Development paradigms for meeting the SDGs: Role of NER, challenges and the way

forward.

The attempt will be to crystallize some takeaways and evolve some ideas which various
stakeholders can act on in the immediate and medium term. The conclave will also build on
narratives of cooperation discussed at NADI 3 Dialogue held in may 2022 in collaboration with

Ministry of External Affairs.



Act East to Indo-Pacific: Role of North-east Indian states in
“Connecting the Connectivities”

Agenda

Time Session Type Session
Day 1: October 29, Saturday
3:00 — 4:00 pm Registration and
Welcome and Tea
4:00 —5:00 pm Inaugural-I Felicitations and Rituals:

Welcome Remarks:
e Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, Asian Confluence

Introductory Remarks:
e Prof. N. Lokendra Singh
Vice Chancellor, Manipur University

e  Dr. Sumith Seth, IFS
Joint Secretary, PP&R, Ministry of External
Affairs

Inaugural Address:
e Dr. Raj Kumar Ranjan Singh
Minister of State
External Affairs and Education
India

Address by Chief Guest
e Shri N. Biren Singh
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Manipur

Vote of Thanks
e Prof. Ch. Ibohal Meitei
Professor of Management & Head,
Department of VS & Skill Development,
Manipur University

Group Photo




5:00 - 6:00

Experts
conversation on
the theme of
Conference in
the presence of

e Amb. Riva Ganguly Das, IFS Retd
Member Governing Council,
Asian Confluence

e Prof. Mahendra Lama

Hon’ble CM and Jawaharlal Nehru University
MOS
e  Mr. Seiichiro Taguchi
Political Minister, Embassy of Japan in India
e  Amb. Rajiv Bhatia IFS Retd
Member Governing Council,
Asian Confluence
6:15 pm —7:45 pm | Cultural program
Followed by Dinner | Cultural program by
e Rhythms of Manipur (30 Mins)
e Dinner
Day-2: October 30, Sunday
10:00am — 11:15 am | Panel 1 Fostering Sub-region Cooperation in Bay of Bengal
Region: An assessment and the way forward from
the NER
Chair
e Amb. Riva Ganguly Das, IFS Retd
Member Governing Council,
Asian Confluence
Panelists
e Dr. Prabir De
ASEAN-India Center, RIS, New Delhi
e Mr. Takashi Suzuki
Chief Director General, JETRO India
e Mr. Ajeet Kumar Singh
Director (Operations), Land Ports Authority of
India
e Prof. Ch. Priyoranjan Singh
Department of Economics, Manipur University
Questions and Interaction with audience (30 mins)
11.15 -11.30 pm Tea Break




11.30 -1.00pm Panel 2 Assessing Development Paradigms: Potential,
challenges and the way forward for meeting the
Sustainable Development Goals
Chair:
e Prof. N. Rajmuhon Singh
Vice Chancellor,
Dhanamanjuri University, Imphal
Panelists
e Md. Noor Rahman Sheikh
JS Economic Diplomacy, Ministry of External
Affairs
e Prof. E. Bijoykumar Singh
Director, CSSEIP, Manipur University
e Prof. Homen Thangjam
Assistant Professor, Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University
1.00 -2.00pm Lunch
2:00-3:15 pm Panel 3 Traditional and Non-Traditional Security: An
assessment from the North East.
Chair
e Lt. Gen. Arvinder K. Lamba
Former Vice Chief of Army Staff
Panelists
e Lt. Gen. P. C. Nair
DG, Assam Rifles
e Lt. Gen. (Dr) K. Himalay Singh
e Dr. Alvite Singh Ningthoujam
Assistant Professor, Symbiosis School of
International Studies
e Dr.K.Yhome
Hon. Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence
Questions and Interaction with audience (30 mins)
3:15-3:30 Tea Break
3:30- 4:30 pm Panel 4 Human Capital Development: Potential,

Challenges and the way forward

Chair




e Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, IFS Retd
Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence

Panelists

e  Ms. Rutchanee Uerpairojkit
Minister Counsellor, Embassy of Thailand

e Prof. Ch. Ibohal Meitei
Professor of Management & Head,
Department of VS & Skill Development,
Manipur University

e  Dr. Th. Dhabali Singh
Chairman, Babina Group of Companies
Imphal

e Dr. Palin Khundongbam
Chairman and Managing Director, Shija
Hospitals & Research Institute Pvt. Ltd.

Questions and Interaction with audience
(30 mins)

4:30 pm - 5:00 pm

The Way
Forward Wrap-
up and conclusions

Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, IFS Retd
Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence

5:00 pm

High Tea




Speakers Bio-Note

Shri Nongthombam Biren Singh is the present Chief Minister of Manipur.
He began his career as a footballer and got recruited in the Border Security
Force (BSF) playing for its team in domestic competitions. He resigned
from the BSF and turned to journalism. Despite having had no formal
training and experience, he began the vernacular daily Naharolgi Thoudang
in 1992 and worked as the editor till 2001. He joined politics in 2002. He
0 became the Chief Minister of Manipur in 2017.

Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Kumar Singh is the Minister of State for External
Affairs and Education. Dr. Singh is a Post Graduate in Geography and earned
his Ph. D. from Gauhati University. He served in different capacities
including as a Lecturer, Assistant Professor, Deputy Registrar and Registrar.
He also served as Director in-charge of the UGC Academic Staff College and
College Development Director of Manipur University till his superannuation
in 2012.

Amb. Rajiv Kumar Bhatia is the member of the governing council of
Asian Confluence. He was the Director General of the Indian Council of
World Affairs (ICWA) during the years 2012-15. As a career diplomat, he
served India with distinction for over thirty-seven years. He was India’s
Ambassador/ High Commissioner in Kenya, Myanmar, Mexico and South
Africa.

Amb. Riva Ganguly Das is the Former Secretary (East) of India.
Presently, she is the governing council member of Asian Confluence. Prior
to becoming Secretary (East), Ms. Das served as High Commissioner of
India to Bangladesh. Before joining as HC Dhaka, she was Director
General, Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). She is a former
diplomat having served in various capacities with the Indian Foreign
Service.




Prof. N. Lokendra Singh is the Vice Chancellor of Manipur University.
Prior to this position, he was head of the department of history of Manipur
University. His specialisation is in modern Indian history.

Dr. Sumit Seth is the Joint Secretary of Policy Planning & Research
division of the Ministry of External Affairs, India and looks after MEA’s
outreach with think tanks and strategic community. Dr Seth, a 2005 batch
IFS officer, is a Forensic Medicine expert who has authored a book for
medical students. Was earlier posted as Deputy Chief of Mission in
Embassy of India, Yangon, Myanmar.

Prof. Mahendra P. Lama (Member, National Security Advisory Board,
Government of India & Professor, Centre for South Asian Studies); was
the pro-vice-chancellor of IGNOU and the founding vice chancellor of
Sikkim University in India. At the age of 45, he became the youngest vice
chancellor of a Central University in India. Post completion of his Ph.D.
from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, Lama has worked and
published on issues related to cooperation and integration in South Asia.
Lama had served as the Chairperson, Centre for South, Central,
Southeast Asia and South West Pacific Studies at the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi. A Ford Foundation Fellow at Notre Dame University, USA, he is
also a visiting professor in the Hitotsubashi University, Japan.

Mr. Seiichiro Taguchi, Political Minister, Embassy of Japan in India.




Dr. Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information System for
Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He is also the Coordinator of the
ASEAN:-India Centre (AIC) at RIS. He has over three decades of full-time
research and teaching experiences in India and abroad. He works in the field
of international economics and has research interests in international trade
\ and development. He has been conducting policy research for the
\‘l I~ Government of India and several national and international organisations

including several UN agencies and multilateral development organisations. His recent book includes
Act East to Act Indo-Pacific: India’s Expanding Neighbourhood, published by the Knowledge
World in 2020. He is the Founding Editor of the Journal of Asian Economic Integration, published
by Sage.

Mr. Takashi Suzuki, Chief Director General, JETRO India.

Mr. Ajeet Kumar Singh is an officer of 1993 batch from Border Security
Force (BSF). He has been working as Director (Operations), Land Ports
Authority of India since August, 2020. Before this he has served as
Commandant in BSF. He holds a Master’s degree in Criminology & Police
Administration from Madurai Kamraj University, Madurai.

Prof. Ch. Priyoranjan Singh is the Professor & Head of the Department
of Economics of Manipur University. His research interest lies in
population studies and agricultural economics. He was the Principal
Investigator of North Eastern Council, Government of India on the study
of Indian -ASEAN FTA and Act East Policy in north East India.




Prof. N. Rajmuhon Singh is the Vice Chancellor of Dhanamanjuri
University in Imphal. He received his Ph.D. Degree in 1990 from Manipur
University. Since 1985, Prof. Rajmuhon has been teaching at Department of
Chemistry, Manipur where he became a Professor of Physical Chemistry, in
2003. He has more than 120 research papers to his credit which are published
mainly in reputed international journals. He has guided sixteen Ph.D. students
and co-guided seven Ph.D. students. His area of research

interest includes Spectral analysis of 4f-4f transitions, Nanomaterials and lanthanides chemistry,
Ion-solvent Interactions, Environmental Science, Food Science and Medicinal plants.

Md. Noor Rahman Sheikh is the Joint Secretary of Economic Diplomacy
division of Ministry of External Affairs. He served as FS, PMI, New York
and CG, Jeddah. He completed graduation from Hindu College of Delhi
University. He studied his postgraduation at Elliot School and Fletcher
School, USA. He perused postgraduation in political science and business
administration.

Prof. E. Bijoykumar Singh is the Director of CSSEIP of Manipur
University. He was educated at Hindu College and Delhi school of
Economics, Delhi University. He has been teaching Econometrics and
Microeconomics at PG level and Database of the Indian Economy at
M.Phil/Ph.D. level. His areas of interest are Development Issues of North
Eastern Region of India including border trade, Public Finance and

RS i Econometrics. He is an active member of Northeastern Economic

“:&}:;’i é;‘;;t..;_;_j 1 Association, the Indian Econometric Society, the Indian Economic

Association and Manipur Economic Association. He has edited 3 books and

written extensively on various aspects of development in the northeastern region of India. He has
travelled extensively in Southeast Asia.

Prof. Homen Thangjam is faculty of department of political science, Indira
Gandhi National Tribal University, Regional Campus Manipur. He has
extensively worked on political economy of Myanmar and free trade
agreement between India and ASEAN.




Gen. Arvinder. K. Lamba is the Former Vice Chief of Army Staff

PVSM, AVSM. He retired as Vice Chief of Army Staff, Indian Army,
- with comprehensive experience in and understanding of the external and
internal  security  environment, Perspective Planning, Force
Transformation and Strategic Postulations. His operational experience
includes participation in the 1971 conflict, multiple tenures in counter-
insurgency operations, command of a strike corps and a front-line
division. With exposures to defence cooperation, military diplomacy,
international relations and conflict prevention, he is currently engaged
with Indian and international forums for strategic and security initiatives, defence analysis, and track
IT dialogues. The officer's academic record includes a PhD, MPhil, MA in International Affairs from
King’s College, London, MSc in Defence Studies, and an MBA in International Marketing.

Lieutenant General Pradeep Chandran Nair, YSM, AVSM is currently
serving as the 21st Director General of Assam Rifles. Prior to this position,
he was Director General Recruiting of the Indian Army. Lt. Gen. Nair has a
rich experience with Assam Rifles and the Northeast, having been an
Inspector General and also Company Commander in Assam Rifles (AR) and
commanding AR battalions as a Brigade Commander

Lieutenant General Dr. Konsam Himalay Singh PVSM, UYSM,
AVSM, YSM is a former Lieutenant General of the Indian Army. He is the
first officer from northeast India to reach the rank of Lieutenant General in
the Indian Army and the first military officer from Manipur to reach the
ranks of Brigadier and Major General. He was the Chairman of Manipur
Public Service Commission and is currently a member of the Consultative
Committee of Manipur Government on Naga Peace Talks as well as a
visiting faculty member of Manipur University.

Dr. Alvite Singh Ningthoujam is an Assistant Professor at the Symbiosis
School of International Studies (SSIS), Symbiosis International (Deemed
University), Pune. He holds Ph. D., from the Centre for West Asian Studies,
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
From July 2017 to July 2019, he served as a Consultant at the Strategic
Affairs Wing of the National Security Council Secretariat, Prime Minister’s
Office, New Delhi.




Dr. K. Yhome is the Hon. Senior Fellow of Asian Confluence. He completed
his PhD from the School of International Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi. His research interests include India’s regional
diplomacy, regional and sub-regionalism in South Asia and Southeast Asia,
the Bay of Bengal region and China’s southwest provinces. He has published
a book titled “Myanmar: Can the Generals Resist Change” and contributed
several chapters and journal articles on these subjects.
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Ms. Rutchanee Uerpairojkit, Minister Counsellor, Embassy of Thailand

Prof. Ch. Ibohal Meitei is a professor of Management & Head, the
Department of VS & Skill Development, Manipur University. He is an
experienced Professor of Management with a demonstrated history of
working in the higher education industry. Strong education professional
skilled in Entrepreneurship, Strategic Management, Marketing,
Organizational Development, Startup and Business Research.

Dr Palin Khundongbam is a specialist in General and Plastic surgery is the
Managing Director cum Chairman of SHRI. A passionate entrepreneur, Dr. Palin
constantly keeps himself abreast with the latest discoveries and innovations. Dr.
Palin is also a member of various organizations like the Indian Medical
Association, Association of Surgeons of India, and the Association of Plastic
Surgeons of India. He has won many accolades in his long stint in the medical
profession and has in his capacity as a doctor reached out to the masses through
free surgeries and other medical facilities for the poor.

Dr. Th. Dhabali Singh is the Chairman, Babina Group of Companies
Imphal. After obtaining his MBBS degree from Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences, Imphal and completed post-graduate degree in
pathology from PGIMER, Chandigarh in 1982. In 1983, he w set up
BABINA Diagnostics, a medical diagnostic centre in Imphal as his first
business venture. He has made BABINA Diagnostics into a modern
medical diagnostic centre that provided a range of diagnostic services to
the people of Manipur and Northeast India. In, 2020, he set up BABINA
Specialty Hospital, a cancer hospital in Imphal in collaboration with American Oncology Institute.
He is also the founding president of Manipur Tourism Forum (MTF).




Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta is the Founder-Director of the ‘Asian Confluence’,
India East Asia, Center. Born in Shillong, a social entrepreneur, educationist,
artist and a student of Indian history and international relations, Sabyasachi
has had a successful career spanning 12 years in the Silicon Valley, California
USA in cutting edge technology, innovation and entrepreneurships in large
corporations such as SONY Corp. as well as several successful startups, and
holding several patents.

Rhythms of Manipur

Rhythms of Manipur, established in 1985, is a
professional performing group expertise in both
traditional and fusion arts, an important centre of
music and theater. It has under taken research
works for the revival of rare performing art forms
of the region and conducted various concert tours
at various parts of country and abroad.

About Asian Confluence

Asian Confluence is a think-tank situated in North East India. Asian Confluence is
known for its research, training, advocacy and global exchange programs of the Eastern
South Asian region in the larger framework of the Indo-Pacific region. It works to
develop an improved understanding of the region as a confluence of ideas and
geographies.

Asian Confluence initiates, stimulates and accelerates the revival of the shared
civilisational values between the peoples of India and South East and East Asia to
strengthen our ecological, intellectual, economic, technological, political and security
ties and thus ensure a better future of dependable and involved partners for the growth
of all countries in emerging Asia.

The vision is a stable and prosperous Asia where ecology is honoured, diversity is
celebrated, prosperity is shared, sovereignty is respected, and boundaries become
connectors.

For more information log on to www.asianconfluence.org / (@asiancofluence
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