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CONCEPT:

The strategic pursuit of a free and open Indo Pacific anchored in the conceptualization of
a prosperous region spanning the two oceans, based on the shared principles of
democracy and freedom has made space for several avenues of cooperation within
nations of the region. Exploring and nurturing the cultural, historical and social threads
that tie the region is an important component towards fostering people to people
connectivity, trade, trust and further cooperation to address common issues between
the diverse nations. The region comprising Northeastern states of India holds an
important position in this context. As a land-bridge between South and Southeast Asia
with proximity to the Bay of Bengal, the region has been an anthropological and cultural
diversity hotspot, witness to several migrations and partitions of peoples. The region is
also a biodiversity hotspot with rich reservoir of water, forests and other natural
resources having an important role to play in addressing climate change in Eastern South
Asia and the Bay of Bengal region. Today, it lies at the intersection of India’s “Act East
Policy”, “Neighborhood First Policy” and the larger shared Indo Pacific vision. The Policy
Roundtable aims to explore how the historical commercial and cultural ties
between Northeast India and its neighboring countries can enable greater connectivity
in the Indo- Pacific region. The roundtable will be conducted on the following four lenses
for discussion:

The Strategic Location of North-east India in the context of the evolving Indo
Pacific
Trade and Commercial Connectivity within the region and its neighbors

Cooperation towards adapting to Climate Change

Theregion as a witness of several migrations

The roundtable will inform the content and contours of a follow up conclave which
proposes to bring together policymakers, thought leaders, experts, performers, civil
society and media from the Indo-Pacific countries with an aim to leverage culture as a
tool to trigger policy discussions. Towards the goal of a free, open, prosperous, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific region, it hopes to create an interface between art, culture and
policy space.



AGENDA

TIME TITLE SPEAKER
09:00 - 10:00 Registration and Breakfast
10:00 - 10:05 Welcome Address Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, Asian Confluence
10:05 - 10:10 Opening Remarks Adrian J. Pratt
Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata
10:10 - 11:25 Inaugural Session Chair and Special Address:
North-East India as a strategic Amb. Riva Ganguly Das
location in the Indo Former Secretary (East), Ministry of External
Pacific: Perspectives Affairs, Government of India and Member
Governing Council Asian Confluence
Special Address By
Md. Shahidul Haque
Former Foreign Secretary, Bangladesh
Remarks By
Margaret MacLeod
First Secretary, Public Diplomacy,
U.S. Embassy, New Delhi
K Moses Chalai, IAS
Secretary, North Eastern Council (NEC)
11:25- 11:40 Tea Break
11:40 - 11:45 Setting Context from the Business Sessions Prithviraj Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence
11:45-13:00 | Business Session I:

Theme — Trade & Connectivity

Topic: Strengthening value chains between
North East and the neighbouring countries in
the evolving Indo Pacific Economic
Framework

Special Address:

Prabir De Professor and Coordinator, ASEAN-India Centre
(AIC), Research and Information System for Developing
Countries (RIS), New Delhi

Panelists

Bhagirathi Panda
Dean, School of Economics, Management and Information
Sciences, NEHU, Meghalaya

Ch. Ibohal Meitei
Professor, Manipur Institute of Management Studies,
Manipur University

Shah Md. Tanvir Monsur Assistant High Commissioner of
Bangladesh, Guwahati

Open House discussions




13:00 — 14:00

Lunch

14:00 - 15:15 Business Session Il: Theme — Chair: Samudragupta Kashyap
Climate and Ecology State Information Commissioner,
Government of Assam
Topic: The North East Region with Panelists:
enormous natural resources and bio
diversity has a leading role to play towards Naba Bhattacharjee
climate change adaptation. Media and Former Commissioner NGT, Chairman of State Expert
cultural dialogues can play an important Appraisal Committee of MoEF&CC, Meghalaya
role working with the scientific community
to deepen awareness and advocate Devesh Walia
solutions. Head, Department of Geology, NEHU
Monish Singh
Regional Director ICCR
Yashwanta Chungkham, Fellow Indian Institute of
Advanced Study
Open House discussions
15:15 - 15:30 Tea Break
15:30-16:45 | Business Session IIl: Theme -Migration & Chair and Special Address:
Peace-building Nandini Bhattacharya Panda
Distinguished Fellow, Asian Confluence
Topic: Migration: Looking for historical Fgrmer Professorigl Fellow, Nehru Memoria Museum and
threads of connections and creating Library, New Delhi
narratives for cooperation
Panelists:
Saswati Choudhury
Director In- charge, Amiyo Kumar Das Institute. Guwahati
Binayak Dutta
Honorary Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence, and Professor,
Department of History, NEHU
Batskhem Myrboh
Asst Prof. Department of Politcal Science
Synod College
Open House discussions
16:45-17:00 Key Takeaways Prithviraj Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence
17:00 - 18:30 High Tea
18:30 - 19:30 Special Remarks:

Sohini Das, U.S. Consulate Kolkata

Performances in collaboration with ICCR Regional Center



SPEAKER BIO NOTE

Adrian Pratt comes to Kolkata after serving two one-year tours as Public Affairs Officer in Erbil, Iraq.
Prior tours include The Hague, New Delhi, and Wellington, New Zealand. Before joining the U.S. State
Department, Adrian worked for 20 years in newspapers, as reporter, editor and publisher. His family
spent about six years in Bangalore in the 1980s, where his father worked for Madurai Coats. He is
married to Amy, who will be the new Community Liaison Officer. They have two grown children,
Morgan, 25,and Ewan, 21.

Riva Ganguly Das, Former Secretary (East), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India and
Member Governing Council Asian Confluence is an Indian civil servant who belongs to the Indian Foreign
Service cadre. She is the former High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh and former Director General
of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, an autonomous organisation of the Government of India.

Shahidul Haque Former Foreign Secretary, Bangladesh. From January 2013-December 2019 served as
Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh; chaired the 9th Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD);
independent expert to the UN Committee on the Rights of All Migrants Workers and Members of their
Families (CMW) and Member of the Migration Advisory Board, International Organization for Migration
(IOM). Has published widely on migration and trafficking related issues. Awards and honours: IOM
Director General's Award (2005); Honorable Mention for Robert B. Steward Prize; Dhaka University
Chancellor's Award; the Grants Commission Award; and the Chancellor's Gold Medal. Interests include:
migration, social development and trade issues. Co-authored a book on "Migration Myth" Published by
Springerin 2020.

Margaret MaclLeod coordinates public engagement with established opinion leaders focusing in
particular on Mission goals related to the Indo-Pacific Strategy. As a career Foreign Service Officer, she
has served overseas in Mumbai, India; Islamabad, Pakistan; and Fukuoka, Japan. Her domestic
assignments include International Security and Nonproliferation, International Organizations, and as a
detailed-on Capitol Hill. She holds a doctorate in Sustainable Development from Columbia University
and studied at the Delhi School of Economics as a Rotary Scholar. She speaks and reads Hindi, Gujarati,
and Urdu and enjoys visiting museums and historical sites.

K Moses Chalai, IAS K Moses Chalai, a Manipur cadre of 1990 IAS batch is originally from Chowainamai
Khunou village under Mao-Maram sub-division in Senapati District and was posted on deputation as
Additional Secretary in Ministry of Women and Child Development before his posting to NEC. Before his
deputation to Delhi, the IAS officer had served in the capacity of Principal Secretary and Commissioner
in different departments like Social Welfare, Higher Education and Health for GoM.

Prithviraj Nath is a Senior Fellow at the Asian Confluence. He has research interests in the areas of
regional cooperation, transboundary water governance, connectivity, trade and development. His
recent and current research focuses on physical, institutional and people-to-people connectivity in the
Bay of Bengal region and the larger Indo-Pacific, with particular emphasis on political economy of
transboundary water governance and cross-border trade and their impact on regional integration
parameters and local economic development. He is an alumnus of the International Visitors Leadership
Program, a professional exchange program of the U.S. Department of State. His other work spans
participatory energy governance and sustainable development issues. His earlier engagements include
those with CUTS International and the Department of Municipal Affairs, Government of West Bengal. He
was also engaged with the Asian Development Bank as a consultant on border infrastructure
development for regional connectivity and trade. He did his master's in Business Management after
graduating in Economics from University of Calcutta and has published several research papers and
articles. Prithviraj likes birding, trekking, exploring new cultures and cuisines and volunteering for
causes close to his heart.




Dr. Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New
Delhi. He is also the Coordinator of the ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS. He has over three decades of
full-time research and teaching experiences in India and abroad. He works in the field of international
economics and has research interests in international trade and development. He has been conducting
policy research for the Government of India and several national and international organisations
including several UN agencies and multilateral development organisations. Graduated from the Scottish
Church College in Calcutta, he did his Masters in economics from the Calcutta University and Ph.D. in
economics from the Jadavpur University, Calcutta. He was a Visiting Fellow of the Institute of Developing
Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan; Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), Tokyo; Korea Institute for
International Economic Policy (KIEP), Seoul; and Visiting Senior Fellow of United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok. He has contributed several research
papers in international journals and written books on trade and development. His recent book includes
Act East to Act Indo-Pacific: India’s Expanding Neighbourhood, published by the Knowledge World in
2020. He isthe Founding Editor of the Journal of Asian Economic Integration, published by Sage.

Bhagirathi Panda Dean, School of Economics, Management and Information Sciences, NEHU,
Meghalaya Works as a professor and teaches Development Economics in North Eastern Hill University
Shillong, India. Currently, hold the position of Honorary Director of ICSSR-NERC-- the premier research
institute in social sciences. Was also on the Faculty of IIM, Shillong. Have been a member of a number of
committees on MGNREGA , Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India. Currently engaged in
research in Act East Policy, Rural Development, Rural Non-Farm Economy, MGNREGA and Public Policy.

Ch. Ibohal Meitei Professor, Manipur Institute of Management Studies, Manipur University
Experienced Professor Of Management with a demonstrated history of working in the higher education
industry. Strong education professional skilled in Entrepreneurship, Strategic Management, Marketing,
Organizational Development, Startup and Business Research.

Shah Md. Tanvir Monsur Assistant High Commissioner of Bangladesh, Guwahati Dr. Shah Mohammad
Tanvir Monsur is a career diplomat of the Bangladesh Government. He qualified for Bangladesh Civil
Service (Foreign Affairs) through 24th BCS Examination in the year 2005. His academic interest lies in
Management Science, International Supply Chain Management, Corporate Strategy, Modern
Manufacturing Systems, International Marketing, International Businessand WTO.

Samudragupta Kashyap State Information Commissioner, Government of Assam The veteran journalist
retired from The Indian Express as the Senior Assistant Editor (North East India) on February 28, 2018.
He covered the Northeast for the top-bracket national Daily newspaper extensively from 1991 till his
retirement. An alumnus of Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), New Delhi, He is also a well-
acclaimed resource person on RTI, Mr Kashyap have authored/co-authored over a dozen books so far.

Naba Bhattacharjee Former Commissioner NGT, Chairman of State Expert Appraisal Committee of
MOoEF&CC, Meghalaya

Devesh Walia Head, Department of Geology, NEHU has thirty years of research and teaching experience
Completed number of research projects funded by various agencies such as North-Eastern Council,
Shillong; Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, New Delhi; Ministry of Earth
Sciences, Government of India, New Delhi; BARC-BRNS, DAE, Mumbai; DST- RFBR joint research project
along with that he has also published numerous Research papers in reputed National and International
Journals.

Monish Singh, Regional Director, ICCR



Nandini Bhattacharya Panda Distinguished Fellow, Asian Confluence Former Professorial Fellow, Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi. Former Senior/Professorial Fellow, Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library, New Delhi Projects and Other Professional Engagements As Senior Fellow of NMML, worked on
History, Lineage and Dynamics of ‘Law’ in Northeast India: Code, Custom and the State, 1873-1947,
(manuscript in progress) Worked as Researcher and Director of a documentary film entitled The Lepcha
Community of Darjeeling Hills Sponsored by Mayel Lyang Lepcha Development Board, Tribal Development
Board, Government of West Bengal Guest faculty at Women’s Studies Research Centre, University of Calcutta,
2005-present. Teaching a course “Indian Tradition and Women’s Issues: Colonial and Post-colonial
Perspectives” Former Academic Expert, Primitive Tribal Board under the Department of Social Justice,
Empowerment and Tribal Welfare, Government of Sikkim.

Saswati Choudhury Director In- charge, Amiyo Kumar Das Institute, Guwahati

Binayak Dutta Honorary Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence, and Professor, Department of History, NEHU.Dr. B.
Dutta currently is working in the North East Hill University at Shillong, Meghalaya. He has authored numerous
books and articles on the Bengali immigration during Partition. His areas of interest include Subaltern
Mobilization, Partition of India Studies, Gender Studies, Legal Studies.

Batskhem Myrboh Asst Prof. Department of Politcal Science Synod College

Sampath Kumar, Principal Secretary & Development Commissioner, Government of Meghalaya

Mr. Sampath Kumar is currently the Principal Secretary & Development Commissioner to the Government of
Meghalaya. He is the Incharge of the Departments of Community & Rural Development, Health & Family
Welfare Department, Social Welfare & Women and Child Development Department and Programme
Implementation and Evaluation Department.

SohiniDas, U.S. Consulate Kolkata

Prof. Yashawanta Chungkham, Fellow Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla.

Prof.Chungkham Yashawanta Singh with a specialization in Tibeto-Burman Linguistics and Manipuri Grammar
worked as a lecturer in the Department of Linguistics, Manipur University. In his tenure, he served as Dean of
School, Humanities, HOD in Dept of Linguistics, Dance and Music, Fine Arts, Foreign Languages and also took
charge as Dean of Students Welfare. In addition, he was Chairman of various committees in the University
such as Plagiarism Grievances, etc. He participated in National and International Conferences in places such
as Nepal, Yangon, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, etc. His contribution in many articles and books
in Tibeto-Burman Linguistics and on Manipuri Language both in National and International journals are of
utmostimportance for the academicians

Sabyasachi Dutta is the co-founder and Executive Director of the Asian Confluence, a premier Indian “think
tank” institute, headquartered in the picturesque city of Shillong in North East India. The “Asian Confluence”,
is a pan regional initiative to promote an open space for intellectual and cultural dialogues within the Indo-
Pacific region, towards creating better understanding of the North Eastern region of India and the Eastern
South Asian region in the larger context of India’s role in the evolving geopolitics of the Indo Pacific.
Sabyasachi pioneered the “Third Space” philosophy of the Asian Confluence whereby through a host of
programs, the Asian Confluence provides an opportunity for civil society to enhance people to people contact
between India and her neighbours and also encourage a better understanding of the cultural and socio-
political issues of the region that actually are the driving force behind policies such as India’s “Act East Policy”.
Sabyasachi leads the Asian Confluence in several track 1.5 and track 2 initiatives, speaks at several prestigious
fora.
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