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Towards A Prosperous Bay of Bengal Neighbourhood.

CELEBRATING OUR SHARED RIVERINE HERITAGE
Connectivity|Culture|Commerce|Conservation|Collaboration

NADI (Natural Allies in Development and Interdependence) is an initiative to articulate a 
collective vision of sub-regional cooperation in the Bay of Bengal Region and with South 
East Asia. It recognizes the region south of Himalayas from Ganga, Brahmaputra to Mekong 
as a contiguity of river basins with common challenges that require close cooperation 
beyond their political borders. It is also aimed at building collaboration with the states of 
North Eastern Indian region in taking forward strategic initiatives for energy and water 
security in the neighborhood, and the Bay of Bengal region leading towards a vibrant and 
secure Indo Pacific. 

NADI uses the symbols and narratives of our shared rivers, and shared waters to encourage 
shared ideas on collaboration in 5Cs (connectivity conservation, commerce, culture and 
capacity building).
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I am glad to know that Asian Confluence is organising a ‘River Conclave NADI-2' in Guwahati during 28 and 29 May, 2022. A commemorative souvenir is being published to mark the conclave.Guwahati is the gateway to Eastern states as well as other South East Asian Nations. The city in view of India’s Act East Police is poised as a springboard to take connectivity and other economic initiatives altogether to a greater height. I hope this international conclave which will engage high level of participation from the Bay of Bengal Region will focus on sub regional cooperation in the areas of Bay of Bengal and South Asia.I moreover hope that the conclave discusses on the management of rivers and water resources in the region and sets a bench mark to script new success stories of regional cooperation largely through the use of rivers.I convey my best wishes to Asian Confluence for resounding success of the its endeavour. Hope the souvenir being published on the occasion is appreciated by everybody.
                                                                                   (Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma)

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma Chief Minister,Assam
Dispur

17 Vaishakha, 1429, Bhaskarabda
11th May 2022
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MESSAGEIt is my pleasure to welcome all participants at the third edition of NADI, Asian Confluence River Conclave, in Guwahati. This is a wonderful collaboration between the Asian Confluence , the Ministry of External Affairs, the Government of Assam, and the North Eastern Council.I extend my gratitude to the Asian Confluence and the Government of Assam for organising this important dialogue. NADI – or the Natural Alliance in Development and Interdependence– brings together key thinking minds from academia and policy circles to discuss and celebrate our shared riverine heritage. Over the years, it has become a platform to ideate on potential opportunities, with some of our international partners who continue to be a part of this region, and play a key role in it. NADI uses the symbols and narratives of our shared rivers and their waters, to encourage collaboration on connectivity, conservation, commerce, culture and capacity building.  It is particularly significant this year, as we celebrate our “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav” or 75 years of India’s Independence, 25 years of BIMSTEC, 30 years of ASEAN-India Dialogue Relations and 50 years of the India-Bangladesh Relationship.India has always been mindful of the environmental impact of human actions. Our vision is robust, and is one that caters to the well-being of our future generations, and that of planet earth. We have a strong record on climate action, including on promoting and inducting renewables and green energy, as we continue on the path of economic growth.We continue to work closely with our neighbours and partners, and more broadly with the BIMSTEC and ASEAN member nations in this regard, notably under the ambit of our Act-East Policy. The potentials for newer collaborations are endless.I am confident that the deliberations from this edition of the NADI dialogue will throw light on the issues that cross our minds and our geographies. They will help shape policy for a better, shared future that we have all envisioned. I wish the Asian Confluence and NADI 2022 dialogue organizers my very best.   

Dr. Raj Kumar Ranjan Singh

Dr. Raj Kumar Ranjan Singh

Minister of State for External Affairs, andEducation, Govt. of India
NADI 3|Asian Confluence River Conclave 2022

4



It gives me immense pleasure to know that the third edition of NADI Conclave is being organized on the 28th and 29th of May by the Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs and the Act East Policy Affairs Department of Government of Assam. I am also glad to learn that the Meghalaya Basin Development Authority is a supporting partner to this important initiative. A journey that had started from Shillong, the historic capital of the region is steadily gaining steam. Rivers have been the carriers of deep human bonds that existed across ages and between civilizations. Conclaves such as NADI would go a long a long way to deepen the age old connect. Led by Asian Confluence, an organization headquartered in Meghalaya and its partners, this conclave has been a platform to facilitate a confluence of minds and bonding of hearts across South and South-east Asia. The NADI initiative has helped make important strides in furthering India Bangladesh relations at a people level using the narrative of rivers. As a state which shares long borders with Bangladesh and as we celebrate fifty years of statehood as well as fifty years of India Bangladesh relationship, I am sure this edition of NADI would further the narrative of cooperation on our shared waters and shared aspirations.  I hope that this third edition of the conclave takes the dialogue and interaction to the next level. I extend my best wishes for the grand success of the conclave

Conrad K. Sangma
Chief Minister

Meghalaya

MESSAGE

Conrad K. Sangma
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Asian Confluence is delighted to host another edition of Nadi--- Nadi3--- on the bank of the mighty Brahmaputra, symbolizing  the ever flowing life, culture and livelihoods of millions on its banks and beyond. As the world shattered by Covid 19 picks up the threads of a new beginning Nadi 3 brings together experts, policy makers, grassroot workers to talk about a sustainable future for inclusive growth bonding with nature. As Asian Confluence is committed to provide a voice for the people we  hope the deliberations will lead to action laying the foundation for a future of prosperity. On behalf of the entire Governing Council and Team at Asian Confluence I welcome you all. 
M.P.Bezbaruah,

Madan Prasad Bezbaruah Chairman,  Governing Council, Asian Confluence.
Permanent Representative (Hon.), UN-WTO,

Former Member, North Eastern Council,
(in the rank of MOS)MESSAGE
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Welcome Note

Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, 

Asian Confluence and Curator NADI 3

On behalf of the team at Asian Confluence, it is my honor and pleasure to welcome one and all to the third edition of NADI, Asian Confluence River Conclave being hosted in Guwahati , India. As an organization, headquartered in and focusing on the development of the North Eastern region of India, the Asian Confluence has been an active “third space” platform for people advocating for the cause of regional cooperation with our immediate and extended neighbours in Eastern South Asia, South East Asia and the Bay of Bengal region. NADI recognizes the region south of Himalayas from Ganga, Brahmaputra to Mekong as a contiguity of river basins with common challenges that require close cooperation beyond their political borders.After two successful NADI conclaves held in 2016 and 2017 at Shillong, India and Dhaka, Bangladesh respectively, the NADI process has been a flowing river (Nadi) in the “third space” , gathering ideas and inspiration with participation of various stakeholders across multiple disciples whose pulse (Nadi) harmonizes around  common aspirations and shared challenges. With primary focus on the region covering the  Ganga Brahmaputra Meghna Basin, the NADI process has engaged in sharings and learnings with the Mekong region in 2018 and 2019 . It even continued in 2020 and 2021 during the COVID-19 lockdown, with the  Asian Confluence conducting several conversations with the top experts on various facets of the “water connect” .  We even conducted some field level projects. As we work to host the third NADI conclave,  the process so far has been enriching and inspiring to say the least. It has won new friends,  love and support of so many. Our country partner for NADI 3, the Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies and our knowledge partner International Union for Conservation of Nature  have stood with us throughout this process.NADI-3 will definitely be a meeting of old friends after a long lockdown . It will surely also be a generator of new connections and friendships. We hope that  based on this, some collaborations can be forged around a few  ideas and we can all participate in action on ground. As the saying goes:   “If its meant to happen, it will at the right time for the right reasons”.We are really grateful to the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, and the Government of Assam and its dynamic leadership , for coming on board this process as primary sponsors to help us convene  the third edition of the NADI conclave along with other partners.  On behalf of the entire team and on my own behalf, Welcome to NADI 3.
Sabyasachi Dutta
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DAY ONE : SATURDAY|28TH MAY 
 Registration and Welcome

 INAUGURAL SESSION : PRELUDE

 INAUGURAL SESSION

 PHOTO

 TEA
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All Speakers, Delegates and participants requested to be seated by 9:45 am

Master of Ceremony : 
• Sadhana Shrivastav, Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence
• A Minute of Silence to Honor our  Rivers 
• Felicitation to Guests

• Sabyasachi Dutta, 
    Executive Director, Asian Confluence. 

• Mr. M.P. Bezbaruah 
    Chairman GC, Asian Confluence

 
• H.E Simon Wong

High Commissioner of Singapore to India
• H.E. Mr. Ung Sean

Ambassador of Cambodia to India
 

• Dr. Himanta Biswa Sharma 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam
Special Address

•  H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai (video) 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Kingdom of Thailand

• H.E. Dr. A.K Abdul Momen
Hon’ble Foreign Minister of Bangladesh 

• H.E Dr. S. Jaishankar 
Hon’ble External Affairs Minister of India.
Vote of Thanks

Introduction to NADI: 

Welcome Address: 

Opening Addresses :

Inaugural Address 

Special Address to NADI from the ASEAN 

Photo Hon’ble Ministers with all Ambassadors and NADI  Team

10:00 -10.10 am
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 Plenary Session I

 Special Plenary Session on the theme of NADI
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Rivers of the Bay of Bengal: Connecting the Blue  Economy, the Mountain 
Economy, and the  Plains Economy.

Chair: 

Panelists:

 

Rivers are the connectors between the mountain  and ocean. In this 
interconnected geographical  space, rivers play important role in connecting 
nations and the neighborhood. What is our vision as a region interlaced by 
shared rivers and the Bay  of Bengal? This session will discuss some of the  
priorities in the river basin and the challenges. 
Each speaker is requested for initial intervention of max 8 mins followed by a 
round of interaction

• Amb. Rajiv Bhatia 
 Member Governing Council, 
 Asian Confluence.

• H.E Amb. Tenzin Lekhpell
 Secretary General, BIMSTEC. 
• H.E. Amb. Vikram Doraiswami

Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh. 
• Md.Shahidul Haque

Former Foreign Secretary, Bangladesh
Head of Bangabandhu Chair University of Delhi. 

• T.G. Sitharaman, 
Director Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati

• Dr. Pema Gyamtsho
Director General, 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development.

Ganga to Mekong: Eastern South Asia and South-East Asia: Natural Allies 
in Development  and Interdependence.

Chair: 

Special Address on the Theme of NADI3 2022:

• Amb. Riva Ganguly Das,
 Former Secretary (East), MEA
 

 
• Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, 

Hon’ble Union Minister, Ports, Shipping and Ayush, Govt. of  India 
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• H.E. Muhammad Imran 
 High Commissioner of Bangladesh to India

• Mr. Jigme Thinlye Namgyal
Consul General of Bhutan in Guwahati

• H.E. Mr. Dato Alaihuddin Mohd Taha
High Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam to India

• H.E. Mr. Ung Sean
Ambassador of Cambodia to India

• H.E. Ms. Ina H. Krisnamurthi
Ambassador of Indonesia to India

• H.E. Mr. Bounneme Chouanghom
Ambassador of Lao PDR to India

 LUNCH1.50 -2.45 pm

 Technical  Session 1                                                 Round Table 1

2:
45

 -4
.1

5 
pm

Riverine Connectivity and Multimodal Transport: 
Challenge, Opportunities, and  Infrastructure 
Development.

Chairs:

Panelists: 

 
How can the goal of building a vibrant Bay of Bengal 
community be achieved with more engagements on 
nurturing riverine connectivity commerce and culture? 
What are the initiatives needed to push this initiative 
at the level of government and academia? Can 
BIMSTEC be the vehicle to take this agenda forward? 
As Master Plan of Connectivity in the BIMSTEC region 
has been launched, how can BIMSTEC and ACMECS 
synergize? Development of inland waterways and 
multimodal connectivity is an integral component of 
this. How can last mile connectivity plans be 
synergized with this master plan? What are the 
challenges posed? What are the opportunity costs?
Each speaker is requested for initial intervention of 
max 8 mins followed by a round of interaction

 
• H.E. Amb. Vikram Doraiswami

Indian High Commissioner 
to Bangladesh

• H.E. Ms. Pattarat Hongtong
Ambassador of Thailand to India

Meghna Deep Dive: Multilevel Cooperation for 
Long-term Freshwater Security and Climate 
Resilience in Bay of Bengal 

Chair: 

Riverine health is a manifestation of the health of  the 
entire watershed: over-ground and  underground. 
Riverine conservation has a direct  bearing on fresh 
water security of the region and  needs trans-
boundary cooperation. Meghna river  basin is part of 
the Ganges–Brahmaputra-Meghna 
(GBM) delta system. The Framework Agreement on 
Cooperation for Development between Bangladesh  
and India, 2011 provides guidance for facilitating  
trans-boundary cooperation. The session will  
highlight ongoing efforts and opportunities for  
different stakeholders to support it 
operationalization, through people-to-people  
cooperation, environment protection and climate  
change adaptation. The session will also discuss  low 
hanging opportunities for the mobilization of  
resources for governments to fund the integrated  and 
climate resilient development of the basin.

• Amb. Riewad V.Warjri, 
Distinguished Fellow, 
Asian Confluence

Panel Discussion on the theme: 

NADI 3|Asian Confluence River Conclave 2022

12



• Mr. Manmohan Prakash 
Dy. Director General, 
Asian Development Bank

• Amb. Sumith Nakandala

• Ms. Mandakini Kaul
Regional Coordinator for South Asia 
Regional Integration and Engagement, 
World Bank

• Mr Ashish Gajurel
Executive Director, Nepal Intermodal 
Transport Development Board, Ministry of 
Industry Commerce and Supplies

• Amb. Tariq A Karim
Former Bangladesh, 
High Commissioner to India 

                                           

Senior Director, Bandaranike Centre 
for International Studies, Sri Lanka

• Mr. Abul Kalam Azad, 
Special Envoy of CVF Presidency of 
Bangladesh

Q&A

 Technical  Session 1                                                 Round Table 1

Co-Chair: 

Opening presentation:

ROUNTABLE INTERACTION

• Mahjabeen Khaled 
Former Member of Parliament, 
Bangladesh Secretary General, Bangladesh 
Parliamentarians' Caucus on Migration 
and Development 

• Mr. Vishwa Ranjan Sinha
Program Officer, Water and Wetlands, 
South Asia, IUCN Asia Regional Office, 
Bangkok. 

 Tea Break

 Conversation I

 Conversation II

4.14 -4.30 pm

The Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100: A Vision for the Future

• H.E. Prof. Shamsul Alam.
State Minister of Planning, Bangladesh

• Prof. Ainun Nishat

In Conversation with

• Dr. Uttam Sinha
Distinguished Fellow, IDSA

4.
30

 - 
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00
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m
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05
 - 

5.
35

 p
m

The Jal Shakti Mission and Water Governance in India: A Vision for the Future

• Mr. Bharat Lal, 
Secretary, Lokpal India

 
 In Conversation with
 
• Dr. Nilanjan Ghosh

Director, ORF Kolkata
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 Panel Discussion - I

 Plenary Session II

 Cultural Program

 Dinner

Developing Riverine Trade and Livelihood 
Opportunities for Riverine Communities

Chair: 

Panelists: 

• Prof. Ferhat Anwar, 
Dhaka University

• Mr. Ashish Phookan
Managing Director, Assam Bengal Navigation

• Sanjoy Hazarika, 
Centre for NE Studies and Policy Research

• 
Myanmar
U Hla Thang5:

40
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30
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15
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7 pm

8 pm

DAY TWO : SUNDAY|29TH MAY 

Role of Media and Public Diplomacy for Regional Cooperation on Conserving 
our shared riverine heritage

Chair:

Panelists:

 
• Shri Vijay Chauthaiwale

Head, Foreign Policy Cell, BJP, India
 
• Ms. Tarana Halim

 Former Member of Parliament, Bangladesh
 Former State Minister of Information, Bangladesh

• Shri Sumith Seth 
Joint Secretary, PP&R Ministry of External Affairs 

• Patricia Mukhim
Editor, The Shillong Times, Meghalaya
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 Plenary Session III

 Special Plenary Session

Financing and development of quality infrastructure for sustainable development around  riverine 
resources in the Himalayan and Bay of  Bengal region essential for enhanced connectivity commerce 
and people to people contacts between the Himalayan and Bay of Bengal region. Japan has been 
actively engaged in the region in infrastructure development in the BBIN/BIMSTEC/ ACMECS. As India 
takes chairmanship of G-20 and the recent summit meeting further deepens India-Japan 
collaboration with neighbors, this session will seek perspectives on the road ahead.

• Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa, 
 Member Governing Council, 
 Asian Confluence, 
 Former Ambassador to Japan

• H.E Amb. Kunihiko Kawazu 
Deputy Chief of Mission, Japan Embassy, 
India and Chargé d’Affaire

• H.E. Amb. Ito Naoki (Online) 
Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh

• Mr. Mitsunori Saito
JICA Chief Representative, India

• Mr. Toshihiko Kurihara
Chief Representative of JBIC India

• Yuji Ando
Country Representative, JETRO Dhaka

• Takuma Otaki
Advisor for South Asia of Ministry of 
Economy Trade and Industry of Japan, 
Director, JETRO New Delhi

• Shri Samir Sinha
Principal Secretary Chief Minister Office, Assam

Chair:

Panelists: 
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Himalayas to North Eastern India to Bay of  Bengal for a Free and Open Indo-Pacific: 
Revisiting the Water Connect  

 Tea Break11.20 -11.45 am

Special Lecture: ‘Education and capacity building for realizing the potential of our riverine 
heritage and a prosperous Bay of Bengal Region’

Welcome: 

Special Address by

 
 

• A.S.M. Shamsul Arefin
Founder, BFRS, Bangladesh

• Dr. R.K. Ranjan 
Minister of State
Education and External Affairs,India

NADI 3|Asian Confluence River Conclave 2022
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 Technical  Session 2                                                 Round Table  2

 Technical  Session 3                                                 Technical Session 4

Agriculture accounts for the largest user of water 
resources. Developing agricultural value chains and 
collaboration in cropping patterns can also give a 
large fillip to regional trade, generate livelihood, and 
remove redundancies. This session will bring in 
perspectives from the sector. 
Each speaker is requested for initial intervention of 
max 7 mins followed by a round of interaction

• Dr. Nandita Barauh 
Country Head, Asia Foundation India

• Mr. Sampath Kumar
Government of Meghalaya 

• Amb. Gautam Mukhopadhyay
Former Ambassador to Myanmar

• Mr. Ashish Bhutani 
Additional Chief Secretary, 
Agriculture, Government of Assam

• Ms. Rowan Ainsworth
Consul General 
Australian Consulate General, Kolkata

• Dr. Syed Muntasir Mamun
Director General, MOFA, Bangladesh

• Mr. Shashank Rai
AGM, NEDFI

Chair: 

Panelists:
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Regional Energy Prospects and Sustainable Use of Our 
Riverine Resources

Chair: 

Panelists: 

 
This session will bring in stakeholders from the power 
sector to share perspectives for development of clean 
energy, power trading, and sustainable development 
requirements of the water shed and rivers for enhanced 
energy security. 

Each speaker is requested for initial intervention of max 7 
mins followed by a round of interaction.

• Amb. Anil Wadhwa, 
Former Secretary (East), MEA

• Ms. Waseqa Ayesha Khan
Member of Parliament, Bangladesh
Chairman, Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Ministry of Power and Energy

• Mr. Moses Chalai
Secretary, North-Eastern Council 

• Mr. Bhaskar Jyoti Phookan
Director Technical and Managing Director, 
Numaligarh Refinery

• Ms. Shakuntala Gamlin, 
Former Chief Secretary Arunachal Pradesh,
Member, Governing Council Asian Confluence

• Mr. Sunil K. C
Vice President, Nepal India Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

Regional Cooperation in Sustainable Agriculture 
for Livelihood and Food Security

 Lunch1:30 -2.30 pm

Cooperation for Disaster Management and Climate 
Change Resilience

Joint action and coordination between various 
agencies are needed for disaster management and 
climate change adaptation. Interactive driving  forces 
that influence physical, ecological and socioeconomic 
processes that lead to intensification 
of hydroclimatic disasters, need to be understood at 
a regional scale for making dealing with the same 
effectively. Regional cooperation in disaster risk 
reduction and building climate resilience a pressing 

International Collaboration in Education, Human 
Resource Development and Hydro- Diplomacy. 

Greater awareness of hydro-diplomacy and the 
potential and threats to our riverine resources, 
exploring opportunities for climate friendly 
technologies, and capacity building for generating river 
friendly services (e.g., in tourism, agri horticulture 
sectors) can give a fillip to  entrepreneurship 
development and creation of common skill grids. This 
roundtable will bring in educational institutions and 
experts to explore opportunities for collaboration to 
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 Technical  Session 3                                                 Technical Session 4

need of the hour in the BoB region, which will require a 
new outlook with new policies and institutions
Each speaker is requested for initial intervention 
of max 7 mins followed by a round of interaction

 
• Mr. Kazi Nabil Ahmed

Member of Parliament, Bangladesh
Member, Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on MOFA

• G. D. Tripathi
CEO, Assam Disaster Management  Authority

• Dr. Nandita Barauh 
Head, Asia Foundation India

• Dr. Pema Gyamtsho
Director General: 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development

• Dr. Partha J Das
Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence

 Head, 'Water, Climate & Hazard Division’
Aaranyak

• Dr. Anil Gupta
National Disaster Management Authority

• Mr. Tanvir Shakil Joy 
Member of Parliament, Bangladesh
Member, Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Ministry of Environment and Climate Change

Chair:

Co Chair:

Panelists:

achieve such common goals in the
 Bay of Bengal region.

• Samudragupta Kashyap
Chief Information Commissioner, Assam
 

• Prof. Ferhat Anwar
Dhaka University

Panelists: 
• Prof Arup Kumar Sharma

Indian Institute of Technology,
Guwahati

• B. Kalyan Chakraborty
Pr. Secy, Skill, Employment 
& Entrepreneurship

• Prof. Nani Gopal Mahanta
Guwahati University, Assam

•  Prof. Delwar Hossain
Former Chair
Department of International Relations
Dhaka University, Bangladesh

• Sadeka Halim 
Former Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
Dhaka University

Chair:

Co-Chair

 Tea Break

 Valedictory Function

NADI 2022 - The road forward

3:45 -4.00 pm

4:
00

 -5
.3

0 
pm

Opening  Addresses by

NADI Valedictory Address:

Summing up of NADI 2022:

Vote of Thanks:

 
• Shri. Himanta Biswa Sharma , Hon. Chief Minister of Assam 

• Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Union Minister of Finance, 
 Government of India. 

 
• Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, Member of Governing Council,  Asian Confluence
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KEY SPEAKERS

2
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H.E Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sharma
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam

H.E Dr. S. Jaishankar
Hon’ble External Affairs Minister 

of India

H.E. Don Pramudwinai
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Kingdom of Thailand

Hon’ble Foreign Minister
of Bangladesh

INAUGURAL SPEECHES
 BY 
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Sarbananda Sonowal
Hon’ble Union Minister, Ports, Shipping, 

and Ayush, India

R.K.Ranjan Singh
Minister of State, 

Education and External Affairs, 
India

Prof. Shamsul Alam
Minister of State, Ministry of Planning

Bangladesh

SPECIAL ADDRESSES
 BY 
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Nirmala Sitharaman
Hon’ble Union Minister of Finance, 

Government of India.

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS
 BY 
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H.E Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen

A.S.M. Shamsul Arefin

Prof. Ainun Nisat

Abul Kalam Azad

Prof. Anil Kumar Gupta

Anil Wadhwa
Former Secretary (East), MEA

Ashish Bhutani

Ashish Phookan

Ashish Gajurel

Bharat Lal

Bhaskar Jyoti Phukan

Hon’ble Foreign Minister
of Bangladesh

Chairman, 
Bangladesh Foundation for Regional 
Studies, Bangladesh

Special Envoy, Climate Venerable 
Forum Presidency of Bangladesh

Spl. Envoy of CVF Presidency of
Bangladesh

Head - Environment & DRM, National 
Institute of Disaster Management 
(NIDM)

Addl Chief Secretary, Agriculture, 
Government of Assam

Executive Director, Nepal 
Intermodal Transport Development 
Board, Ministry of Industry 
Commerce and Supplies

Managing Director, 
Assam Bengal 
Navigation

Secretary, Lokpal of India

Director (Technical) & Managing 
Director, Numaligarh Refinery Ltd., 
Assam

H.E Bounneme Chouanghom

Chandramohan Patowary

Ambassador of Laos PDR to India

Honble Minister of Trade, Industry 
and Act East Affairs,
Government of Assam

B Kalyan Chakraborty

Principal Secretary, Secondary 
Education Department

Govt. of Assam, India

SPEAKERS
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H.E Dato Hidayat Abdul Hamid

H.E Dato Alaihuddin Mohd Taha

Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa

Delwar Hossain

Prof. Syed Ferhat Anwar

G.D.Tripathi

Harshvardhan Shringla

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sharma

H.E Ina H Krisnamurthi

H.E Ito Naoki

Jigme Thinlye Namgyal

Jishnu Barua

Kabir Bin Anwar

Kawazu Kunihiko

High Commission of Malaysia to India

High Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam
to India

Former Ambassador to Japan
and Member, Governing Council, 
Asian Confluence 

Former Chairman, 
Public Service Commission, Bangladesh 
Department of International Relations, 
Dhaka University.

Dhaka University, Bangladesh

CEO, Assam Disaster Management
Authority

Former Foreign Secretary, India and 
G20 Coordinator, India

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam

Ambassador of Indonesia to India 

Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh

Consul General of Bhutan in 
Guwahati, India

Chief Secretary

Senior Secretary, Ministry of 
WaterResource (MoWR), Bangladesh

Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of Japan in India
and Charge’ d’ Affaire
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Kazi Nabil Ahmed 

Khaled Mahamood Choudhury

M Monowar Hossain

M.P. Bezbarauh

Mahjabeen Khaled

Mandakini Kaul

Manmohan Parkash

H.E Moe Kyaw Aung

Mr. Pankaj Kumar

H.E Muhammad Imran

Nahim Razzaq MP

Nandita Baruah

Nanigopal Mahanta

Nilanjan Ghosh

Member, Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Bangladesh

State Minister, Ministry of Shipping
Bangladesh

Rector, Engineering Staff College, Bangladesh 
(ESCB) Former Executive Director, Institute of 
Water Modeling (IWM)Former Professor, 
Bangladesh University of Engineering & 
Technology (BUET)

Former Secretary, 
Govt of India, and Chairman 
Governing Council, 
Asian Confluence

Former MP & Secretary General, 
Parliamentarian’s Caucus on 
Migration and Development

Regional Coordinator for South Asia 
Regional Integration and Engagement, 
World Bank

Dy. Director General, 
Asian Development Bank

Ambassador of  Myanmar to India

Secretary, Ministry of Jal Shakti
Govt of India

High Commissioner of 
Bangladesh to India, 
 

Member, Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs

Country Head, India
The Asia Foundation

Professor, Gauhati University

Director ORF, 
Kolkata
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Partha Jyoti Das

H.E Pattarat Hongtong

Pema Gyamtsho

H.E Pham Sanh Chau

Pornpimon Kanchanalak

R K Tyagi

R.K.Ranjan Singh

Rajiv Bhatia

H.E Ramon S Bagatsing, Jr.

Riva Ganguly Das

H.E Dr. S. Jaishankar

Head, Water Climate and Hazard 
Divition, Aaranyak,
Sr. Fellow, Asian Confluence

Ambassador  of Thailand to India

Director General, International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development

 Ambassador of Vietnam to India

Executive Director, POWERGRID, 
NERTS

Minister of State, 
Education and External Affairs, India

Member, Governing Council
Asian Confluence and Distinguished 
Fellow, Gateway House 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of  the Philippines 
to India

Former Secy. (East), MEA
Hony. Member, Governing Council, 
Asian Confluence

Hon’ble External Affairs Minister 
of India

Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Thailand

Nirmala Sitharaman

Hon’ble Union Minister of Finance, 
Government of India.

Rowan Ainsworth
Consul General, 
Australian Consulate General
Kolkata, India

Samudra Gupta Kashyap
CIC, Assam
India
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Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, 
Asian Confluence 

Sadeka Halim
Former Dean 
Faculty of Social Science, 
Dhaka University 

Saito Mitsunori
Chief Representative, JICA
to India

Samir Kr. Sinha
Principal. Secy Chief Minister Office
Assam India

Sampath Kumar

Sarbananda Sonowal

Md. Shahidul Haque

Principal Secretary, 
Government of Meghalaya, India

Hon’ble Union Minister, Ports, Shipping, 
and Ayush, India

Head of Bangabandhu Chair, 
Delhi University and  
Former Foreign Secretary, Bangladesh

Shakuntala Gamlin

Former, Chief Secy. Arunachal Pradesh
and Member, Governing Council
Asian Confluence 

Prof. Shamsul Alam

Minister of State, 
Ministry of Planning
Bangladesh

Shashank Rai
AGM, NEDFI

H.E Simon Wong Wie Kuen
High Commissioner of Singapore
to India

Sumith Nakandala

Senior Director, Bandaranike Centre 
for International Studies & 
Former Secy. General BIMSTEC

Sumith Seth

Joint Secretary, 
PP&R Ministry of External Affairs

Sunil KC
Vice President, 
Nepal India Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry
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Syed Muntasir Mamun

Director General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Dr. T.G.Sitharama
Director, IIT Guwahati

Takuma Otaki

Advisor for South Asia, 
Ministry of Economy Trade and Industry of 
Japan, Director, JETRO New Delhi, India

Tanvir Shakil Joy

Member, Parliamentary Standing 
Committee, Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change

Tarana Halim

Former State Minister of Information, 
Bangladesh

Tariq Karim
Former High Commissioner 
of Bangladesh to India

Tenzin Lekhpell

Secretary General, 
BIMSTEC

Toshihiko Kurihara

H.E Ung Sean

Uttam Sinha

Vijay Chauthaiwale

H.E Vikram Doraiswami

Waseqa Ayesha Khan MP

Yuji Ando

Chief Representative, 
JBIC , to India.

Ambassador of Cambodia to India

Distinguished Fellow, MP-IDSA

Head, Foreign Policy Cell
National Executive 
Bharatiya Janata Party

High Commissioner of India
to Bangladesh

Chairman, Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Ministry of Power, 
Energy & Mineral Resources

Country Representative, JETRO, 
Dhaka
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Ms Sadhna Shrivastav

Riewad V Warjri

Viswa Ranjan Sinha

Sanjay Hazarika

U Hla Thang

Patricia Mukhim

Gautam Mukhopadhaya

Member, Governing Council 
Asian Confluence 

Former Ambassador of India and 
Distinguished Fellow Asian Confluence

Program Officer, Water and Wetlands, 
South Asia, ICUN Asia Regional Office
Bangkok

Centre for NE Studies 
and Policy Research

Architect, Idea Woodsmith, Yangon
Mayanmar

Editor, The Shillong Times
Meghalaya

Former Ambassador of India to Myanmar

H.E. Don Pramudwinai
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Kingdom of Thailand

Prof. Arup Kumar Sharma
Indian Institute of Guwahati

Mahjabeen Khaled 
Former MP,  Bangladesh
Secretary General, Bangladesh 
Parliamentarians' Caucus on 
Migration and Development

Speakers addendum
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Exhibitions & Performances  
@

3
 NATURAL ALLIES IN DEVELOPMENT AND  INTERDEPENDENCE

ASIAN CONFLUENCE RIVER CONCLAVE 2022
MAY 28-29,  2022| GUWAHATI
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Avinibesh Sharma is a professional art 
conservator-restorer and curator, previously 
working for Tata Trusts Art Conservation 
Initiative. Hailing from the town of Jorhat in 
Eastern Assam, Avinibesh is a heritage 
enthusiast and desultory sketch artist. Besides 
documenting, conserving and restoring antique 
collections, he writes essays on heritage for 
newspapers, magazines and blogs. He is also the 
founder of a website dedicated to digitising 
Assam's forgotten past called Vintage Assam. He 
uses photographs, artefacts, micro histories and 
architecture to tell stories about the unique 
history of this state, located in the Northeastern 
part of India.

 NATURAL ALLIES IN DEVELOPMENT AND  INTERDEPENDENCE

3

EXHIBITIONS AT NADI 2022

ASIAN CONFLUENCE RIVER CONCLAVE 2022
MAY 28-29,  2022| GUWAHATI

 NATURAL ALLIES IN DEVELOPMENT AND  INTERDEPENDENCE

ASIAN CONFLUENCE RIVER CONCLAVE 2022
MAY 28-29,  2022| GUWAHATI
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Tanushree Bhowmik is a 
Delhi based development 
professional and a food 
historian. In between the 
two brackets of 
development and food 
history, Tanushree is a full 
time story teller! NATURAL ALLIES IN DEVELOPMENT AND  INTERDEPENDENCE

ASIAN CONFLUENCE RIVER CONCLAVE 2022
MAY 28-29,  2022| GUWAHATI

3

Dhara 

is the confluence of six such 
iconic literary works spread 
across two hundred fifty years 
that uses food in conjunction with 
our waterways to paint a picture 
of Undivided Bengal.
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Hla Thaung worked as a freelance builder till 1988 in 
Yangon, And further worked as an Arts & Crafts 
Designer in Thailand and Guangdong Province China 
through 1988-1995. Then he later returned to Myanmar 
and established Idea Woodsmith at Yangon in 1999.
 Idea Woodsmith began as a carpentry workshop for 
restoring old furnitures in its early days. Later produced 
customized woodworks with excellence craftsmenship 
using reclaimed timber for the purpose of conserving 
rainforest. 
Along his work at Idea Woodsmith, He also further 
studied on subjects such as Ecology & Environmental 
Science and lectured young students in the community 
during his free times.

U Hla Thang

 NATURAL ALLIES IN DEVELOPMENT AND  INTERDEPENDENCE

ASIAN CONFLUENCE RIVER CONCLAVE 2022
MAY 28-29,  2022| GUWAHATI

3

The Heritage of the Kaladan
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Indo-fusion violinist and vocalist Sunita 
Bhuyan is trained in the Hindustani style 
from her mother Minoti Khaund and 
maestro late Pandit V. G. Jog, specialising 
in Indo-jazz fusion and world folk styles. 
Hers is the first album of folk on the violin” 
Bihu Strings” in India by Times Music. Her 
recent projects are Commonwealth culture 
series UK, With Strings Attached, 
Edinburgh Mela, Beyond Boundaries 
London, music for ” Save the Rhino” by 
Yes Bank and CNBC, and a world music 
women’s quartet with the Peninsula 
Studios. Some of her popular programs are 
Sahakriya, The Music Clinique, With 
Strings Attached, 3E on women’s 
empowerment

Sunita Khound Bhuyan

 NATURAL ALLIES IN DEVELOPMENT AND  INTERDEPENDENCE

ASIAN CONFLUENCE RIVER CONCLAVE 2022
MAY  2022| GUWAHATI28-29, 

3

Dance group was formed in the 
northern east district Sylhet of Bangladesh in 
2000. The group formally launched and started 
professional performance in the year 2006. 
Since its inception all the productions have 
focused very much on pure classical dance 
format, local culture, creativity and above all 
Bangladeshi independence and solidarity. Main 
choreographer Nilanjona Das Jui is supported by 
a six member advisory committee. Over 100 
performers are devoted to the different 
compositions.
Till today Nrittyashaily produced total twenty(20) 
significant choreography other than regular 
stage show of piece dances

Nrittyashaily 

DANCE GROUP 

Nrittyashaily 

NADI 3|Asian Confluence River Conclave 2022

35



Asian Confluence Kid Veda 
Preschool

Poster Making

Slogan Writing

Video Making

 in collaboration with 
 – North East India’s fastest growing chain of 

preschools, organised a series  of competitions for School 
children called CONDUIT as part of the NADI 
Festival,2022.

The objective behind organizing CONDUIT was to encourage 
the young minds and generate awareness  towards River 
conservation and ignite belongingness towards our rivers 
from a very early age. 

The online competetion was organised  in three categories 

 for Group 1 ( Age Group 4 to 8)
 Topic - The River as I See

for Group 2 (Age Group 9 to 13) - 
Class 4 to Class 8
Topic- Me and my River 

 for Group 3 (Age Group 14 to 18) -
 Class 9-12
Topic- The Story of a River 

The contest saw enthusiatic participation from children 
across the region.  Over five hundered  entries were 
received from over forty schools. The entries were judged by 
an esteemed panel of judges across India . Nine 
outstanding entries across three categories were selected 
for certification and awards.

Conduit
REACHING THE YOUNG MINDS

A series of Competition for School children
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2017

2018

2019

2022

2016
SHILLONG

First NADI Conclave in Shillong, India, Ministerial level participation from 
Bangladesh and India, representatives from Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar: Focus on 
Riverine Tourism, Connectivity and generating inclusive livelihood

 1

 2

 3

DHAKA

GUWAHATI

Second NADI FestivalConclave in Dhaka Ministerial level participation from 
Bangladesh and India, representatives from Bhutan, Nepal, Southeast Asia
Focus on riverine heritage of the Bay of Bengal, BIMSTEC connectivity, disaster risk 

Third NADI  Conclave in Guwahati Assessments of 
current developments

TIMELINE

Mekong-Brahmaputra Conversation : Learnings and Sharings between the 
Ganga Brahmaputra Meghna in  Eastern South Asia and the Mekong

DEEP DIVE

OUTREACH

Exchange
visits  

BBIN study 
group for 

learning from 
the Mekong 

Dissemination 
exercises in 
North East 

India

Dialogues on Agri 
Horti Value Chains 

based on basin 
contiguity

3

2020-2021
NADI Conversations 

with Leading 
Experts
(Online)

 Outreach 
activities to 
Indo Bangla 

riverine 
CONVERSATIONS

A PROCESS
 NATURAL ALLIES IN DEVELOPMENT AND  INTERDEPENDENCE

*

ASIAN CONFLUENCE RIVER CONCLAVE 2022
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Nadi
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Wednesday 
July 15.2020
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About the Webinar

About the Webinar

Saturday
August 22, 2020

Monday
August 31, 2020

Thursday
October 15, 2020
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About the Webinar

About the Webinar

About the Webinar

Professor,

Wednesday 
October 28, 2020

Thursday 
November 5, 2020

Monday, 
January 11, 2021
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About the Webinar

Monday, 
January 11, 2021
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About the Webinar

Speakers

About the Webinar

Tuesday, 
January 12, 2021

 Thursday, 
February 11, 2021
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Study of ethno-botanical practices in the region may show us the way for the 
promotion and best utilization of traditional herbal, medicinal plants and wild 
races of crops with high resistance to insects and other damaging diseases for the 
benefit of mankind. 
The conservation of ethno-botanical resources and the wild variants of crop 
plants, floricultural species, and medicinal plants would be of importance while 
formulating future plant breeding programs with an emphasis on discovering a 
native gene pool and its conservation as also to create a germplasm library 
through which related information from surrounding lands can be added and 
shared to promote socio-economic improvement and interactive stability in the 
region. 

Thursday, 
March 25, 2021

46
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About the Webinar

 Thursday, 
February 11, 2021

Thursday, 
March 25, 2021
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About the Webinar

Saturday, 
April 24, 2021



ARTICLES  
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The author is a former Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India
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“Ganga amaar ma, Padma amaar ma, O amaar dui chokhe dui joler dhara, Meghna Jamuna’’

“Ganga is my mother, Padma is my mother.
And two streams of water in my eyes

Meghna-Jamuna.
Ganga is my mother, Padma is my mother”.

Member, Governing Council
Asian Confluence
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“The same hope,
the same language of love, laughter, in the middle of the chest

of sorrow - in the chest of sorrow, the same pain.

And two streams of water in my eyes
- Meghna-Jamuna.

Ganga is my mother, Padma is my mother.
Ganga is my mother, Padma is my mother.”

NADI 3|Asian Confluence River Conclave 2022
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Member Governing Council, 
 Asian Confluence, 

 Former Ambassador to Japan
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