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The Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Embassy of Japan, New Delhi 
hosted a one-day dialogue on the theme: “Development of North Eastern 
Indian Region: Indo-Japan Collaboration for Connectivity, Commerce, 

Capacity Building, Culture and Conservation” on 5th March 2021. 

India and Japan have been civilisational partners since time immemorial. With 
the relationship deepening in manifold dimensions, India-Japan relations have seen 
a new “high” in recent times. The agenda of development of the North Eastern 
Region of India is not only a domestic agenda, but also a strategic convergence 
of India’s “Act East” and “Neighbourhood First” policies and Japan’s “Free and 
Open Indo Pacific” vision.  The creation of the “Act East Forum” between India and 
Japan at the highest level of government in India was a follow up of the political 
will at the very top.  Developing collaboration between India and Japan towards 
the development of the North Eastern Region of India has been one of the key 
components of this strategic convergence. 

The web dialogue brought together senior most policymakers, academia and 
practitioners from both India and Japan to ideate on the ongoing state of India-
Japan collaboration in the development of the North Eastern Region (NER) of 
India and on future avenues of cooperation. The dialogue was addressed at the 
highest level by the Foreign Secretary of India, Amb. Harsh Vardhan Shringla and 
the Japanese Ambassador to India, H.E. Satoshi Suzuki. 

We are grateful to the Embassy of Japan in India for their support and 
collaboration, the Ministry of External Affairs, India and to all the esteemed 
speakers and chairs of this dialogue. The dialogue witnessed wide participation 
from across the North Eastern Region in addition to the strategic community in 
India and the globe. Several ideas were discussed in an open and frank manner 
as it should be between the two most trusted partners.

Preface

v





Following are the recommendations and ideas that emerged from the discussions during 
the webinar.

Focus on Last Mile Connectivity and Connecting the Connectivities  
•	 There is a significant number of connectivity projects underway.
•	 Some of the India-Japan collaboration-based connectivity projects underway in the 

region should also include connectivity to the last mile to unleash the full benefits of 
the collaboration.

•	  Connectivities between various modes (eg: between roads and waterways terminals or 
rail heads) should also be taken up as part of the India Japan collaboration.

•	 There is a need to adopt digital technologies in the area building on the digital 
connectivity initiatives and thereby facilitating trade. Japan can play a huge role in the 
digital transformation of this area. 

Promoting Entrepreneurship
•	 Programmes and projects involving identification, networking and capacity building 

for entrepreneurs from the region can be taken up with sharing of best practices and 
technologies from Japan.

•	 An entrepreneurial ecosystem in the NER based on the “Give it a try” and “Let’s do it” 
spirit needs to be created.

Cross-cultural Communication and Perception Management
•	 Cross-cultural communication to address finer nuances of communication between Indian 

stakeholders and Japanese counterparts can go a long way in making communication 
stronger facilitating better joint planning and implementation. 

•	 North East as a whole is still perceived as a difficult and remote region amongst Japanese. 
Programmes should be taken up to create a more friendly perception of the region, 
highlighting the cultural convergences and common interests.

Key Takeaways 
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•	 Taking a cue from that the fact that the North East has an enormous Korean influence 
due to the large circulation of Korean TV content, Japan should also promote Japanese 
culture via TV shows in the North East.

•	 There is a need for more cultural exchanges with Japan.
•	 Formation of an expert group to facilitate the above would be a step in this direction.

India-Japan Collaboration for Projects in the Neighbourhood
•	 Japan has been actively promoting and supporting development projects in Bhutan, 

Nepal, Myanmar and Bangladesh. In the case of Nepal and Bangladesh, Japan’s 
investments’ shares in total bilateral investments are declining while the same of China’s 
are rising. India and Japan can work together in India’s neighbouring countries to 
provide an alternative option, particularly to maintain the debt sustainability of India’s 
neighbouring countries.

•	 There is a need for more projects in the development of border areas. India and Japan 
can work together in the states of NER to meet the developmental needs of communities 
living in the international border areas in order to make the Act East Policy successful 
and bring economic benefits to the larger region.

Water Resource Management and Ecological Conservation
•	 The topology of the North Eastern Region is interlaced with many rivers and water bodies 

and the Japanese model of integrated planning at a basin level for all infrastructure and 
conservation projects can be further explored as the infra-sector in NER gets a push. 

•	 Prioritising of a few pockets which can be developed in the basin where projects 
such as forestry management, watershed development, sewage and sanitation, flood 
management, improving disaster resilience and improving community livelihood if all 
taken up together can yield visible results in a short time span. 

Focus on Agribusiness, Bamboo 
•	 The rich biodiversity of the region can be the basis of deeper Indo-Japan collaboration in 

the farm and agribusiness sectors with sharing of best practices and technical assistance 
in R&D to improve agricultural productivity, processing and packaging.   

•	 NER is a region with vast resources of bamboo, which can be turned into a major source, 
not only for furniture but also for paper. India-Japan can cooperate on bamboo research 
for sustainable development.

•	 Making “sister prefectures” between North Eastern states and Japan can be a way 
forward. 

3
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More Focus on Pan NER Projects 
•	 In addition to connectivity, India and Japan can plan more pan-NER projects involving 

two or more states in the areas such as water resources management, special economic 
zones, supply chain resilience building, capacity development, etc. 

Increasing Collaborations on Skill Development 
•	 Collaborations can be made with existing skill development institutes to introduce 

curriculum which can enable absorption of manpower in existing and planned projects 
and enable Japanese companies to set up in the region.

•	 More programmes to train young talents so that they can avail of internship and job 
opportunities in Japan through the Technical Intern Training Programme (TITP) or the 
Specified Skilled Worker Programmes. 

More Public Awareness About the “Act East Forum”
•	 The role of the “Act East Forum” and the opportunities created thereof can be made 

more prominent in the public domain. This will help in building more public awareness 
of Indo-Japan collaborations in the region, specially targeting academia, civil society 
and MSMEs. 

Medical Tourism and Healthcare Sector
•	 The Dialogue recommended a focus on promoting medical tourism by investing in 

medical infrastructure and allied human resources. 
•	 In the healthcare sector cooperation amongst tertiary care centres between India and 

Japan; collaboration in building Hospital infrastructure through JICA; collaboration 
in the field of traditional medicine, especially to recognise Ayurveda and Ayurvedic 
Pharmacopeia; collaboration in developing high standard generics and medical 
devices with a focus on establishing manufacturing units in India under ‘Make in 
India’ programme; exploring Joint Research collaboration between institutions of both 
countries in the area of Cancer Research; and, cooperation in skill development in the 
area of geriatric care should be considered.

Increasing Collaborations with Institutes of Higher Learning in the 
Region
•	 Joint Collaboration with institutes of higher learning such as IITs, IIMs, NIITs, etc., 

that are present in the region is needed to create curriculum and expertise in the above 
mentioned focus areas
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Idea/Recommendation   Coordinating Agencies 

India-Japan Intellectual Dialogue 
should become an annual affair preferably 
acting as a civil society counterpart to the 
Act East Forum involving think-tanks 
and academia and activists from Japan 
and India and convened from the North 
Eastern Region and Japan alternately.

•	 Embassy of Japan in India
•	 Embassy of India in Japan 
•	 Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF) 
•	 Asian Confluence 

India-Japan Media Dialogue and 
Sakura 

Connect Programme in Japan and India 
can be organised with selected newspaper 
editors, bloggers, channel operators, cable 
operators from Japan and India to promote 
Japanese content in NER and Mainstream 
Indian Media. 

•	 Embassy of Japan in India and Ministry 
of External Affairs India 

•	 Embassy of India in Japan 
•	 Sasakawa Peace Foundation 
•	 Asian Confluence 
•	 North Eastern Council 

India-Japan B2B Portal 
Connecting local entrepreneurs to Japanese 
businesses in India

•	 Japan Embassy
•	 State Planning Department 
•	 Ministry of Development of North 

Eastern Region
•	 North Eastern Council 
•	 Department of Economic Affairs
•	 Asian Confluence
•	 Chambers of Commerce (FICCI)

Recommendations

The dialogue recommended further collaboration with Japan which is a powerhouse 
of ideas and entrepreneurial energy and recommended some key areas of focus.
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Establishing India-Japan Centres of 
Learnings for
•	 Japanese Language Classes

•	 Green Technologies 

•	 Bamboo Crafts Training 

•	 Cross-cultural Communication 

•	 Capacity Development of 
Entrepreneurs

•	 Cultural linkages 

•	 Animation 

•	 Japan Foundation 

•	 Ministry of Development of North 
Eastern Region

•	 North Eastern Council 

•	 North Eastern Development Finance

•	 Asian Confluence  

Special Economic Zones in the 
region located near International 
Check Posts
•	 Agro-Processing Park

•	 Bamboo-Processing Park

•	 Ministry of Development of North 
Eastern Region

•	 Ministry of External Affairs, GoI

•	 Japan International Cooperation 
Agency

•	 Department of Economic Affairs, 
Government of India 

A Special Series of Programmes to 
celebrate 70 Years of India-Japan 
Relations in 2022*
A special series of programs consisting of 
lectures, roundtables, exhibitions, cultural 
performances, food festivals, Anime 
Competitions, etc., can be organised in 
each state of the NER. Asian Confluence 
would be happy to take a lead role to 
garner other organisations to promote this.

•	 Japan Embassy

•	 Asian Confluence

•	 Universities 

•	 Other Originations 

* This recommendation is in addition to the proceedings of the dialogue and is inserted for completeness.
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Background 
and Introduction 

Lying at the underbelly of the mighty Himalayas and the littoral of the Bay of Bengal, 
India’s Eastern and North Eastern states, together with immediate neighbours, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, and Myanmar together comprise a geographically 

compact and ecologically fragile region in Eastern South Asia. It is commonly agreed that 
greater connectivity within the region, cooperation in ecologically sustainable practices for 
management of fragile natural resources along with quality infrastructure development, 
developing larger regional trade and fostering people to people relations within the region 
are required enablers for inclusive growth and shared prosperity for all the states and 
nations in the region. The partition of 1947 in India had put the region on the backfoot due 
to increased political instability and reduced connectivity. The last few decades have seen 
a major shift by India to improve connectivity and access to markets for the region. In the 
words of Dr. Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister, India, “India was a great country only 
when Eastern India was prosperous and secure.”

Within the Indian Union, the eight States – Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura together comprise India’s North 
Eastern Region (hereinafter NER) popularly known as “seven sisters and a brother”. The 
NER covers an area of 2.62 lakh sq. km. and accounts for approximately 8 per cent of the 
total geographical area of the country. It contributes three per cent to the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP).  Around 98 per cent of the regions borders form India’s international 
boundaries. It shares borders with China, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Myanmar. The North 
Eastern states are as such landlocked. But the region put together enjoys close proximity to 
the Bay of Bengal. Given its strategic location, the NER is held as India’s Gateway to the East 
and an important pillar of India’s economic integration vision with South Asia and South-East 
Asia. Inter-state and international connectivity and cooperation between the NER and the 
bordering nations hold enormous possibilities for trade, investment and cultural contacts. 
Japan is India’s trusted development partner in the NER. Several projects on connectivity 
and conservation are underway with Japanese assistance in this region. India too has been 
driving several ongoing development projects (connectivity, education, disaster resilience, 
power, etc.) within this region. Indo-Japan collaboration for the development of connectivity, 
ecological conservation, fostering regional trade for creating sustainable livelihoods both 
within the states of the North Eastern Indian region as well as with neighbouring countries 
can be a stable pathway to shared peace and prosperity. The development of the region is 
undoubtedly an enabler to realising the Indo-Pacific vision of both India and Japan.
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Recent times have seen renewed vigour in this direction in many dimensions. The region 
now lies at the convergence of India’s Act East Policy, India’s Neighbourhood First Policy 
as well as India and Japan’s Free, Open and Inclusive Indo-Pacific (FOIP) vision. There is 
great potential in delving deeper into how development cooperation between India and 
Japan can further deepen and extend to multiple sectors that are in tune with the economic 
and social aspirations of the region as a whole, while maintaining ecological integrity.

On 28th January 2021, the 5th Act East Forum (AEF) was held under the co-chairmanship 
of Ambassador Suzuki Satoshi and Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla.1

The AEF reviewed the progress of ongoing projects in the North Eastern Region of India 
in various areas including connectivity, hydropower, sustainable development, harnessing 
of water resources, and skill development. They discussed several new projects being 
undertaken under India-Japan bilateral cooperation and also exchanged views on possible 
cooperation in new areas such as healthcare, agro-industries and SMEs, bamboo value chain 
development, smart city, tourism and people-to-people exchanges. 

Japan has been actively providing assistance to various projects in the region. The ongoing 
ODA projects supported by Japan amounts to more than 231 billion yen (appx. INR 1,600 
crore).2

 The AEF has been a driving force to coalesce the developmental efforts of India, its 
North Eastern region and Japan. The AEF provides guidance for the joint actions between 
Japan and India, as well as with the North Eastern region. In this 5th joint meeting, such 
key areas as road connectivity, health (including water and sanitation), forest conservation 
and people-to-people exchanges were covered to pursue further collaborations.

Against this backdrop, the Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Embassy of Japan, 
New Delhi hosted a one-day dialogue on the theme: “Development of North Eastern Indian 
Region: Indo-Japan Collaboration for Connectivity, Commerce, Culture and Conservation” 
on 5th March 2021. 

The dialogue aimed at engaging the “third space” with academics, entrepreneurs and 
policymakers for a deeper understanding of the complex combination of factors that drive 
the narrative of development in the region and foster institutional linkages and people to 
people level friendship between India and Japan and the region at large. 

This report presents the takeaways from the webinar under the prism of six themes: 
Collaboration for Connectivity, Commerce, Capacity Building, Culture and Conservation.

1	  Press release- 5th Joint Meeting of the India-Japan Act East Forum. Retrieved from: https://www.mea.gov.in/
press-releases.htm?dtl/33422/5th+Joint+Meeting+of+the+IndiaJapan+Act+East+Forum

2	  https://www.in.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/11_000001_00103.html
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Collaborations for 
Connectivity and 

Infrastructure

The importance of Indo-Japan collaboration for the development of physical and digital 
connectivity was clearly spelt out by Amb. Harsh Vardhan Shringla when he quote 
the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi to say,  “In 2016, Prime Minister 

said, and I quote, “My Government has been proactively following the ‘Act East Policy’. I 
consider the North Eastern Region as the Gateway to South-East Asia. As part of this policy, 
it is our mission to upgrade the infrastructure in Road, Rail, Telecom, Power and Waterways 
in the region.” The Japanese Ambassador H.E. Satoshi Suzuki stated, “It is both natural and 
necessary for India to enhance connectivity in the North East and to its Eastern border. It 
is not simply because of the geopolitical reality that exists at India’s western border, but 
because the future of Asia lies in that direction. The link to the East, from Bangladesh to 
ASEAN to Japan, is the source for further growth of India and its North East.” 

ADB in one of its studies (2016)1 identified six important cross-border economic corridors 
under the South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC). Out of which, five are 
in the BBIN and Myanmar sub-region. These connectivity corridors provide a gateway for 
trade between ASEAN and South Asia and will allow landlocked countries like Bhutan 
and Nepal to access ports in India and Bangladesh. Below is the map of all six SASEC 
Economic corridors. Bangladesh, Bhutan, India (NER) and Nepal & Myanmar sub-region 
are strategically important for Japan’s “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” vision and India’s Act 
East Policy. 

Amb. Harsh V. Shringla said, “Large investments have been made in enhancing 
connectivity through road, rail, air and inland waterway projects. Thousands of kilometres 
of roads are being built. Bridges have been built. The railway network is being significantly 
expanded. Intermodal transport linkages that will leverage the Brahmaputra and Barak rivers 
are being created.” Furthermore “Cyber and telecom connectivity have been enhanced in 
the region to aid ease of doing business”. Explaining  a concrete example of a game-changer, 
Amb. Suzuki mentioned that Japan is supporting the construction of the Dhubri-Phulbari 
bridge over the Brahmaputra River which will be the longest river bridge in India and will 
cut short the travel time across the river from more than 8 hours to less than 30 minutes. 
Furthermore, the bridge will create a corridor stretching from Bhutan, through Assam and 

1	  South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation Operation Plan 2016-2025 Update, https://www.adb.org/
sites/default/files/institutional-document/551061/sasec-operational-plan-2016-2025-update.pdf
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Meghalaya to Bangladesh. “This is the power of connectivity,” he said.  Dr. K.K. Dwivedi, 
Secretary, ACT East Cell, Assam took the case of Multimodal Logistics Park being set up 
at Jogighopa, Air Cargo Complex started at Guwahati Airport as examples of Industrial 
Infrastructure in Assam. Dr. Masahiro Kawai of Economic Research Institute for Northeast 
Asia and University of Tokyo said that there is a huge investment demand in the Indo-Pacific 
region. Japan’s focus is on quality infrastructure investment and the most important part of 
quality infrastructure investment is strengthening infrastructure governance, openness and 
transparency of procurement and maintaining debt sustainability. Japan has a great interest 
to promote South Asia-Mekong connectivity, for this purpose, the development of the North 
Eastern Region is essential. In the case of Nepal and Bangladesh, Japan’s investments’ shares 
in total bilateral investments are declining while the same of China’s are increasing. India 
and Japan can work together in India’s neighbouring countries to provide an alternative 
option, particularly to maintain the debt sustainability of India’s neighbouring countries. 

Mr. Katsuo Matsumoto, Chief Representative of JICA in India gave an overview of all 
projects in the region. He said that JICA has been looking for ways to increase the volume 
of support as much as possible in the North East. Dr. Umezaki So, Director, of Economic 

Map: SASEC Road Corridors

Source: Asian Development Bank

13



Integration Studies Group at Development Studies Center, IDE-JETRO, Japan, however, 
cautioned that enhancing connectivity is not enough to bring significant economic benefits 
to the NER. An adequate framework of policies and programmes is needed. Prof. Nanigopal 
Mahanta of Gauhati University, Guwahati said that lessons from successful Japan’s projects in 
the ASEAN could be taken into consideration for the development of infrastructure projects in 
the North East. Japan has also been developing infrastructures in the neighbouring countries. 
For instance, Matarbari deep seaport in Bangladesh2, Nagdhunga Tunnel Construction 
Project in Nepal3, Reconstruction of Bridges on Primary National Highway No.4 in Bhutan4 

and East-West Economic Corridor Improvement Project in Myanmar5 in order to enhance 
connectivity in India’s eastern neighbour countries. Mr. Keiichi Onozawa, Policy Director 
of JETRO reminded that “Connectivity is not limited to infrastructure development; trade 
facilitation is also important. For this connectivity projects including last mile connectivity 
should be planned and seamless connections between multiple modes of connectivity 
should be planned. As Amb. Suzuki highlighted “How can we combine road connectivity 
with inland waterways?”

2	  Maps of JICA Major Projects: Bangladesh, https://libportal.jica.go.jp/library/Data/PlanInOperation-e/
EastSouthAsia/051_Bangladesh-e.pdf

3	  Maps of JICA Major Projects: Nepal, https://libportal.jica.go.jp/library/Data/PlanInOperation-e/
EastSouthAsia/060_Nepal-e.pdf

4	  Maps of JICA Major Projects: Bhutan, https://libportal.jica.go.jp/library/Data/PlanInOperation-e/
EastSouthAsia/048_Bhutan-e.pdf

5	  Maps of JICA Major Projects: Myanmar, https://libportal.jica.go.jp/library/Data/PlanInOperation-e/
SoutheastAsia/030_Myanmar-e.pdf
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Collaborations for 
Commerce

Building on the connectivity projects, the dialogue stressed on areas of collaboration for 
the development of trade and commerce at both inter-state and international levels. 
H.E. Ambassador Suzuki set the tone for the discussions in his opening remarks 

when he said, “Now I want to introduce to you one word in my hometown dialect. It is 
“Yaramaika”. I would translate this as a “give-it-a-try spirit”. I believe this spirit is the second 
key to unlocking the potentials of the North East”. Foreign Secretary Harsh V Shringla in his 
inaugural remarks added, “The COVID pandemic has generated severe economic stresses 
and fundamentally altered geopolitical and geoeconomic equations.” The Indian government 
is “in conversations with partners such as Japan to construct resilient and reliable value 
chains in a post-pandemic world”.The North East is rich in resources. It is blessed with 
abundant biodiversity, potential for agriculture, hydropower reserves, high-quality talent 
pool and above all with an excellent location. It is a region that has the potential to become 
a driver for growth and connectivity not just for India but for its extended neighbourhood. 
For unlocking this potential, the need of the day is to create an enabling environment of 
policies and programmes that would attract investment and encourage local entrepreneurs 
and thus converting the connectivity corridors to economic corridors. Some of the sectors 
highlighted are:

Bamboo, Agro-Forestry and Agriculture
The dialogue strongly recommended a focus on the bamboo, agro-forestry and agriculture 
sector. Building value chains within the states and with the neighbouring countries based on 
the rich variety of produce from the region with collaboration in technology, skills, branding 
and marketing. 

The North Eastern states are rich in Bamboo resources and a special mention was 
made by Amb. Suzuki in his inaugural remarks when he set a question for deliberation 
“How can we add value to bamboo which is abundant in the North East?” The bamboo 
products market is large and expanding in developed countries, where there is a growing 
consciousness about the environment. To tap into the market, the region must produce the 
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goods that cater to environmentally conscious consumers.1 Mr. Matsumoto said that “JICA 
is supporting sustainable resource management and production activities such as Bamboo 
crafts in the NorthEast region”. Japan has already taken some initiatives like“Japan-India 
North East Bamboo Initiative” and “North East Bamboo Workshop”to raise awareness 
about industrial uses of bamboos and bamboo forest management and collaboration on 
bamboo crafts and artefacts have been the main objectives.2 Dr. Sarbani Roy Chowdhury, 
Professor at Centre for East Asian Studies, SIS, Jawahar Lal Nehru University pointed out 
about community development using Bamboo. The use of bamboo as biomass fuel in the 
Kumamoto Prefecture in Japan can be taken into consideration and could be replicated in 
the North Eastern Region.

Double cropping and value-added crops with the help of Japanese technologies 
would develop the agriculture sector in the NorthEast Region and improve the livelihood 
of people in the region. Development of SMEs with Japanese assistance for employment 
generation and value addition to the livelihood of the people of the region is needed. A 
comprehensive study of local institutions should be done to identify development issues 
and for the implementation of best development practices in the region.

Health Sector
Mr. Matsumoto mentioned that JICA is also supporting medical and health projects as this 
region has potential for Medical Tourism from neighbouring countries. There has been a 
demand of 35000 nurses for the technical internship training Programme (TITP). Dr. Palin 
Khundongbam, Chairman of Shija Hospital, Imphal noted that governments in Manipur and 
Japan have been in talks and collaborating for the same. About 13 nurses have been sent to 
Japan for old-age care. However, the programme had to be discontinued since the outbreak 
of the virus. Another medical college is being set up in Manipur. There is a need for more 
universities in various disciplines that can happen through Japanese investment. Technical 
collaboration in the medical sector is required. Medical tourism has been in practice as people 
from Myanmar have been coming to Manipur for treatment. Taking this into account, NER 
can be developed into a medical hub for the people of South East Asia (SEA).

Tourism Sector
Given its diversity in customs, culture and traditions, and natural scenic beauty, the NER 
has the potential to become a great attraction for tourists from India and abroad. The 
dialogue emphasised the need for Indo-Japan collaboration in pursuing the opportunity in 
the development of the Tourism Industry with a special emphasis on promoting Buddhist 
1	  Sanjay Kathuria and Priya Mathur (eds), Strengthening Cross-Border Value Chains Opportunities for India 

and Bangladesh, 2020, https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/32719/K880466.
pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y

2	  Japan-India Act East Forum (JIAEF), Outcomes at the 2nd meeting on 8th October 2018,https://www.in.emb-
japan.go.jp/files/000407217.pdf
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Tourism,development and promotion of eco-tourism, special emphasis on tea-tourism 
and a Sakura Festival (cherry blossom festival). Asian confluence had organised a Sakura 
(cherry blossom) plantation ceremony in Shillong in 2019.The development of Wellness 
Medical Tourism Industry can also be explored. 

Developing Special Economic Zones
Regional economic integration is important to boost economic development, to improve the 
competitiveness and attractiveness of the region for private investments. Special Economic 
Zones for jewellery, bamboo, IT services, forest products for the economic development 
of the North East should be developed. In this, a special investment from the Japanese 
companies could be useful.

17



Collaborations for 
Capacity Building

Amb. Suzuki highlighted the core role of human capacity building in promoting 
commerce. He said, “I should add that only spirit is not enough. Obviously, 
ecosystem which would nurture and develop talented entrepreneurs is needed.”He 

cited the case of Hamamatsu City in Japan which has produced many entrepreneurs and 
leading heads of businesses such as Honda and Suzuki. “There was a good engineering 
institute to provide entrepreneurs with academic and intellectual backups,” he added. “We 
want to assist Japanese language courses in the North East so that young talents can find 
internship or job opportunities in Japan through the Technical Intern Training Programme 
(TITP) or the Specified Skilled Worker Programmes,” he informed. The Foreign Secretary 
of India, Amb. Harsh Vardhan Shringla noted that “The North East today has a network 
of educational centres of excellence, of new medical and technology colleges as well as 
livelihood and skilling institutes.” Dr. Dwivedi pointed out that Assam has a thriving network 
of educational institutions like IIT, IIIT, IHT, NIT, Central and State Universities, Medical 
Colleges and several reputed institutions like Tocklai Tea Research Institute, etc. About 
6000 engineering graduates, 5000 ITI diploma holders and over 2000 medical professionals 
pass out every year in the state. The Japanese Industrial Township in Assam is to be set 
up in Nagarbera near Guwahati. 600 acres of land has been proposed for the Japan-India 
Township project. 

It may be noted that Maruti Suzuki opened the Japan Endowed Course (JEC) in IIT 
Guwahati. There is a joint Master programme in food science that Gifu University in Japan has 
started with IIT Guwahati in 2019. Currently, four students from IIT Guwahati are enrolled 
in this programme. It is hoped that this would create a new ecosystem of entrepreneurship 
in Assam.1

Furthermore, India and Japan recently signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoU) on 
Specified Skilled Workers2 that builds on the TITP (Technical Intern Training Programme). 

1	 Speech by Ambassador Suzuki Satoshi, “Why does Japan support the State of Assam”, https://www.in.emb-
japan.go.jp/files/100149566.pdf

2	 Memorandum of Cooperation between the Government of Japan and the Government of Republic of India on A 
Basic Framework for Partnership for Proper Operation of the System Pertaining to "Specified Skilled Worker", 
https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/100139276.pdf

18



However, this arrangement is likely to lead to much deeper human exchanges as it provides 
a framework to work in Japan. It covers 14 areas, which include nursing (caregivers); 
fisheries; agriculture; food services; food & beverage manufacturing; lodging; aviation; auto 
maintenance; ship-building and ship-related industry; construction; electric & electronic 
information; industrial machinery manufacturing; material processing; and building 
cleaning.3 The NER can definitely take advantage of this in some sectors such as fisheries, 
agriculture, nursing and construction.

3	  ibid
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Collaborations for 
Conservation

NER being endowed with abundance of natural resources, focus has to be put 
on conserving and sustaining it. Emphasis should be on forestry and water 
management. Therefore, various projects are being carried out in the region by 

the Indian government. Japan has been working in the region to help in conservation of the 
natural resources. Important projects are Guwahati Water Supply Project and Guwahati 
Sewage Project in Assam, Biodiversity Conservation and Forest Management Project 
in Sikkim, Sustainable Forest Management Project in Tripura, Technical Cooperation 
Project for Sustainable Agriculture and Irrigation in Mizoram, and Forest Management 
Project in Nagaland. The North Eastern Region is an ecologically fragile zone. Mr. Moses 
Chalai, Secretary, North Eastern Council said, “NER is important ecologically. India-Japan 
collaboration for water management in the region could be pursued. Collaboration is also 
needed in the area of Disaster Management in the North East. There isa need to engage civil 
society and include their ideas in the broader framework because they are working on the 
ground level.”India-Japan collaboration can be sought in introduction of Green Technology 
in order to develop capability in the region. There is also need for introduction of skill 
development programmes to encourage people to get into Green Technology.

20



Collaborations for 
Culture

Ms. Nakamura of Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF) said that SPF aims to enrich 
local culture heritage and to promote North East centred sustainable development 
for accelerating the Act East Policy. Culture in the North East is outstandingly 

diverse and complex and the categorisation of all North Eastern states as a single entity 
is problematic. In October 2019, SPF had supported to organise screening of a northeast 
film in the film festival in Japan. The Imphal Peace Museum is one of the most recognised 
efforts between India and Japan being run by the Manipur Tourism Department. The 
work of the museum is encouraged and highlights the various local cultures. Manipur 
Tourism Foundation has played an active part in the Imphal Peace Museum and on their 
visit to similar museums in Tokyo and Okinawa. SPF also helped establish the North 
East India archive in Shillong. It is the first public archive facility in the state. Restoration 
and digitisation of old videos, photo negatives and transparency slides. Cataloguing and 
digitising contributed archive material. Oral histories are collected as a part of the larger 
collection of the region. Given the culture complexity and diversity in the North East region, 
extra attention is required to regional specific context, development process should be more 
inclusive with balanced resource allocations and develop local specification according to 
each district or state to fit into the region’s unique environment. 

Anime or animation is not only popular in Japan but throughout the world. Anime 
has beautiful stories to tell but most importantly they it tells and teaches the culture and 
tradition of the origin country. It has received large audience mostly in Asia and India, NER 
is no exception to it. Anime is very popular in NER. Nagaland Anime Junkies annually 
organises anime cosplay event named NAJ Cosfest. In 2018 Anime Con was organised at 
Itanagar with collaboration AnimeCon India. 
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It gives me great pleasure to address the dialogue on a theme of particular interest, 
the ‘Development of North Eastern Indian Region: Indo-Japan Collaboration 
for Connectivity, Commerce, Capacity Building, Culture and Conservation’. 

 
2. I felicitate the Asian Confluence, in general, and its Executive Director, Shri 
Sabyasachi Dutta, in particular, for hosting this important dialogue in collaboration 
with the Embassy of Japan in India. The Asian Confluence has built a reputation 
as a serious and capable organisation with a growing body of work that highlights 
international connections with a particular focus on the Northeastern part of our country. 
3. I am happy that the inaugural session of the dialogue will be addressed by Ambassador 
Satoshi Suzuki, a very distinguished and able diplomat. My warm greetings also to the 
Chair of the session, Shri M.P. Bezbaruah, Chairman of the Governing Council of Asian 
Confluence.

4. The theme of this dialogue is relevant and timely.

Amb. Harsh Vardhan Shringla
Foreign Secretary of India

Keynote Address
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5. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has said that the “North East has the potential to 
become the growth engine of the country. The mantra of peace, progress and prosperity is 
echoing here.”

6. The North East is rich in resources. It is blessed with abundant biodiversity, with potential 
for agriculture, with hydropower reserves, with a high-quality talent pool - and above all 
with an excellent location. It is a region that has the potential to become a driver for growth 
and connectivity not just for India but for its extended neighbourhood.

7. In 2016, Prime Minister said, and I quote, “My Government has been proactively following 
the ‘Act East Policy’. I consider the North Eastern Region as the Gateway to South-East Asia. 
As part of this policy, it is our mission to upgrade the infrastructure in Road, Rail, Telecom, 
Power and Waterways in the region.”

8. Upgrading infrastructure in the region is key to realising this vision. 

9. It is also subsumed in our wider vision for the North Eastern region which can be described 
as the 3 Cs – Connectivity, Commerce, and Cultural Commonalities.

10. Large investments have been made in enhancing connectivity through road, rail, air 
and inland waterway projects. Thousands of kilometres of roads are being built. Bridges 
have been built. The railway network is being significantly expanded. Intermodal transport 
linkages that will leverage the Brahmaputra and Barak rivers are being created.

11. The accelerated road development programme is supplemented by efforts to improve 
aviation infrastructure and capacity.

12. Connectivity will spur commerce if an enabling framework is built.

13. Cyber and telecom connectivity have been enhanced in the region to aid ease of doing 
business.

14. Educational institutes and centres that will upskill the people of this region have been 
created. The North East today has a network of educational centres of excellence, of new 
medical and technology colleges as well as livelihood and skilling institutes.

15. These major projects are accompanied by a whole of government effort that is committing 
resources in a range of sectors such as tribal and minority welfare; promotion of organic 
farming; power grids; drinking water; and pensions and social support schemes.

16. The North East connects us to our neighbours and to one of the most economically 
dynamic and politically significant geographies of the world - the ASEAN and the Indo-
Pacific.

17. Speaking in 2020, Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman said that the “North 
Eastern Region has a very high priority in Government’s Developmental Agenda. 
Government is ensuring smooth access to financial assistance from multilateral and 
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bilateral funding agencies to help introduce innovative and global best practices.” 
18. It is, therefore, logical that we have chosen to work with one of our most valuable partners, 
Japan for the development of this area.

19. Our relations with Japan have acquired the dimensions of a Special Strategic and Global 
Partnership, firmly rooted in history and based on common values.

20. India has an Annual Summit as well as a 2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministerial Dialogue 
with Japan. The signing, in September 2020, of the Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and 
Services (also called ACSA) Agreement is a landmark. We have similarities in our respective 
visions for the Indo-Pacific.

21. Japan is the fourth largest investor in India. The number of Japanese companies in India 
has been increasing steadily. More than 1400 of them are present in India currently.

22. Japanese ODA is deployed over sectors ranging from healthcare to sustainable 
development. The audience I am sure is aware of projects such as the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
High-Speed Railway. Japan and India are working together on several projects in agriculture, 
food processing, healthcare, digital partnership, skill development, sports, and outer space.

23. It is no surprise that External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar has recently stated 
that closer India-Japan collaboration has always had a central role in India’s national 
modernisation efforts. He has said, and I quote, “Japan has long been involved in the 
expansion of our economic and social infrastructure.”

24. We are today discussing one of the unique characters of this relationship. It is the work 
that India and Japan have done together in the North East.

25. Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister Abe established the India-Japan Act East Forum 
in 2017 to coordinate joint efforts for the overall development of the region. The initiative 
aims to enhance connectivity between our North East Region and South East Asia and 
Bangladesh.

26. Five meetings of Act East Forum have so far been held. I have had, at its most recent 
meeting on 28 January 2021, the opportunity to discuss various on-going projects with 
Ambassador Suzuki.

27. Four road connectivity projects are underway in various parts of the North East. Roads 
are being augmented in Mizoram, Meghalaya and in Tripura. The longest bridge in the 
country across the Brahmaputra in Dhubri in Assam is being constructed with Japanese 
support. Japan is also helping us modernize the Umiam-Umtru Hydroelectric Power Station 
in Meghalaya and with the Guwahati Water Supply and Guwahati Sewerage Project. 
The forward looking and holistic aspect of this partnership is visible in projects with the 
forest department in the states of Sikkim, Nagaland, Tripura and Meghalaya to conserve 
biodiversity, strengthen forestry management, and improve local incomes.
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28. We also utilise the Act East Forum to share best practices, and explore new avenues 
of cooperation. Healthcare, skill development, and sustainable development are some 
promising areas.

29. I would like to use this forum to point out some emerging trends on regional connectivity 
in countries bordering the North East. Indian development partnership supports a number 
of projects that promote regional integration.

30. Projects involving our neighbours adjoining the North East, such as Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
and Myanmar, are slowly but surely bringing us closer together.

31. A good example of the efforts in this direction is the augmentation of rail connectivity 
between India and Bangladesh. Intermodal transport linkages and inland waterways through 
Bangladesh are also being expanded.

32. Movement of goods and people is now much easier than in the past.

33. Other flagship projects with Myanmar include the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport 
Project and the Trilateral Highway Project connecting the North East with Myanmar and 
Thailand.

34. The COVID pandemic has generated severe economic stresses and fundamentally altered 
geopolitical and geo-economic equations.

35. Our Prime Minister has, in this context, given a call for an Atmanirbhar Bharat. He has 
communicated a soaring vision of an India that is at the nerve centre of global chains and 
an India that links the local to the global.

36. We are, within this broader environment, in conversations with partners such as Japan 
to construct resilient and reliable value chains in a post-pandemic world.

37. Japan is a powerhouse of ideas and entrepreneurial energy. It is a valuable partner for 
us in our efforts to navigate the vagaries of the post-pandemic international system and in 
generating new opportunities for cooperative endeavour in all areas of India including the 
North East.

38. I would like to end by expressing the hope that events such as this will draw attention 
to the changes that are slowly occurring in this region and to emerging opportunities.

39. I also hope that it will spur innovation and ideas that will place the North East on the 
path to realise its innate and evident potential and be a driver for connectivity and growth. 
 
Thank you.
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Ambassador Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Foreign Secretary of India,
Mr. M.P. Bezbaruah, Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence,
Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence,
Distinguished Guests from all quarters of Japan and North Eastern India, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to address you all today. 

I would like to thank the Asian Confluence for arranging this symposium, connecting 
the intellectuals of Japan and India and bringing our attention to India’s North East. 

I am pleased that my Embassy could support this important event, our first dialogue to 
focus on intellectual exchanges with the North East.

The North East is full of potentials not only for its own sake or for India’s further 
development, but also for the stability and prosperity of a wider region. That is why Japan 
has been a staunch and reliable partner of the North East. Japan also has historical ties 

Amb. Suzuki Satoshi
Japanese Ambassador to India 

Inaugural Address
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with the North East. But I believe such ties could be further strengthened by connecting 
peoples of Japan and the North East, not just at the government-level but also between the 
intellectuals as well as at the grass-roots level. 

I have recently had the privilege of visiting the State of Assam with External Affairs 
Minister Dr. Jaishankar. I told the Assamese and other North Eastern people how much 
I felt at home being there. Indeed, any Japanese person who visits the North East would 
find natural affinities and be drawn closer to the region. Likewise, I believe North Eastern 
people who visit Japan would find similar bonds. 

That shows there exist good possibilities for the peoples of Japan and the North East to 
get better connected. This symposium presents a very good opportunity to open the door 
to such immense possibilities by promoting intellectual dialogue between our peoples. 

The North East stands on a strategically important place to realise a free, open, and 
inclusive Indo-Pacific. 

In Assam, Dr. Jaishankar said, historically, “India was a great country only when eastern 
India was prosperous and secure.” I fully agree with him. 

The Act East Forum embodies our commitment to the development of the North East, 
anchored on the trust and friendship that Japan and India have long nurtured. Japan is the 
only country that holds a dedicated forum with India for the development of the North 
East. At the end of January, I had an honour to co-chair the fifth round meeting of the Act 
East Forum, together with Foreign Secretary Mr. Shringla, and had fruitful discussions to 
provide orientation for our future cooperation in the region. Then in mid-February, as I 
said, I paid a visit to Assam with Dr. Jaishankar, which was my second visit, to demonstrate 
our commitment to the region. On that occasion, I had meaningful interactions with the 
Chief Minister and other leading Ministers of Assam, learning first-hand the priorities for 
the State and the region.

Unleashing NER’s potentials - Supporting connectivity-

Today, first I would like to talk about how we can unleash the vast potentials of the North 
East. I would say, enhancing connectivity is the first key to unlock them. 

It is both natural and necessary for India to enhance connectivity in the North East and 
to its Eastern border. It is not simply because of geopolitical reality that exists at India’s 
western border, but because the future of Asia lies in that direction. The link to the East, from 
Bangladesh to ASEAN to Japan, is the source for further growth of India and its North East.

On the ground, Japan has been actively promoting connectivity both within the North 
East region and with the neighbouring countries. Our national highway projects, be it in 
Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, or Tripura, will be extended to the border of Bangladesh. Japan 
and India have been working road connection improvement projects in Bangladesh as well. 
With these road network projects, the North East will find outlet to the Bay of Bengal, the 
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Indian Ocean and to ASEAN, being able to utilize such ports as in Chittagong or Matabari. 
The North East will no longer be a land-locked place. 

Let me tell you my personal experience. Like the North East, my hometown, North 
of Hamamatsu City in Shizuoka prefecture, is surrounded by beautiful mountains and 
segmented by a big river. The river used to function as an inland waterways to export cedar 
woods.  

The Brahmaputra River in Assam is also an important traffic means. But this enormous 
river disrupts road traffic. People have to make a long detour to cross the river. However, 
the people of the North East will have a wonderful experience shortly: Japan is supporting 
the construction of the Dhubri-Phulbari bridge, whose foundation laying ceremony was just 
recently held with the presence of Prime Minister Modi. This is going to be the longest river 
bridge in India and to cut short the travel time across the river from more than 8 hours to 
less than 30 minutes. Furthermore, the bridge will create a corridor stretching from Bhutan, 
through Assam and Meghalaya to Bangladesh. This is the power of connectivity. 

Unleashing NER’s potentials – “Yaramaika” or “Give it a try spirit”-

Now I want to introduce to you one word in my hometown dialect. It is “Yaramaika”. 
I would translate this as a “Give-it-a-try spirit”. I believe this spirit is the second key to 
unlocking the potentials of the North East. My hometown, Hamamatsu City, is a mid-sized 
city, but it has produced a host of entrepreneurs who drove the post-war economic miracle 
of Japan. Those who started such big companies as HONDA, SUZUKI Motor Corporation, 
and YAMAHA are all from Hamamatsu City.

 My hometown bred these energetic entrepreneurs, buoyed with “give-it-a-try” spirit. I 
feel a similar vibe existing in the North East. 

How can we add value to bamboo which is abundant in the North East? 

How can we further elevate talented human resources in the region? 

What should be done in the region when healthcare and sanitation have become so 
important after COVID-19? 

I wish to see the people of the North East to exhibit the same “give-it-a-try” spirit and 
take up these challenges in an even bolder manner. 

I should add that only a spirit is not enough. Obviously, an ecosystem which would 
nurture and develop talented entrepreneurs is needed. In the case of Hamamatsu City, there 
was a good engineering institute to provide entrepreneurs with academic and intellectual 
backups. 

I am aware there are many prestigious higher education institutions in the North Ease. 
These institutions are indispensable stakeholders to work with.
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Also, human capital is a priceless resource. The people in the North East excel in the service 
industry. That is because they know how to take care of others. This is only possible if they 
can grasp the situation well and think about what their clients need. These are exactly the 
qualities to be astute entrepreneurs. I encourage the people in the North East to think about 
what their region needs in a similar way. While Japan is ready to continue its support to 
the North East, true prosperity will only be achieved by indigenous entrepreneurs. I hope 
a sprouting pool of talents in the North East will bring about innovative ideas for their 
hometown, as my predecessors have done for my home city and the country as a whole. 

When I visited Assam last month, I took a ride on an e-rickshaw, which was built in 
Assam by a start-up company created by young Japanese entrepreneurs. Combining the 
tradition of India with a new idea, they are providing eco-friendly mobility solutions to the 
people in the North East and other parts of India. 

This is just one small example. I would like to emphasize that Japan is also ready to think 
together with you and with the “Yaramaika” spirit. 

We are keen to collaborating with the North East to create bamboo value chains. 

We want to assist Japanese language courses in the North East so that young talents 
can find internship or job opportunities in Japan through the Technical Intern Training 
Programme (TITP) or the Specified Skilled Worker system. 

We are ready to take up the challenges of healthcare and sanitation in Assam by 
strengthening its healthcare system and by constructing water and sewage facilities.

Protecting the rich natural endowments of the North East can also bring about added 
value. Japan is supporting the conservation of forests in Sikkim, Tripura, Nagaland and 
Meghalaya and assisting better livelihood of farmers. I am proud to say that our project in 
Sikkim has led to the designation of Khangchendzonga National Park as the first UNESCO 
“Mixed Heritage” site of India. This example illustrates how Japan and India can cooperate 
to make “one plus one” produce “more than two”. 

People-to-People exchanges and intellectual exchanges

Taking up challenges will be easier if we have friends to share both the hardship and the 
joy to overcome it. Another thing I want to see with “give-it-a-try” spirit is much closer and 
more frequent exchanges between our peoples.

When we shed off this COVID-19 craze, I hope many youths in the North East will visit 
Japan. As I mentioned, there are opportunities with the TITP and the Specified Skilled 
Worker systems. My Embassy has also invited about 100 youths of the North East to 
Japan for a one-week tour to discover our country. They visited not only Tokyo, but also 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki. They learned Japanese history and know-how to overcome natural 
disasters. With their experiences in Japan, I hope these youngsters will grow into the core 
for furthering the future partnership between Japan and the North East. Just a one-week 
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visit to Japan will make big difference in the mind of the Indian youths and ignite their own 
“let’s-give-it-a-try” spirit. I am happy to note that those who participated in this Embassy 
programme have formed some Japan Friendship Associations in Meghalaya and Nagaland. 
I really welcome these initiatives. 

Furthermore, my Embassy organised the “Dialogue with State” in Shillong, Meghalaya, in 
November 2018. This is our outreach programme to various States in India. In the Dialogue 
held in Meghalaya, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Mr. Conrad Sangma participated. Recently, I 
had a chance to talk with the Chief Minister and the Chief Secretary of Meghalaya in New 
Delhi, and they shared with me the potentials of Meghalaya. 

In Meghalaya, a cherry blossoms festival is held every year. Cherry blossoms are cherished 
in Japan and their beauty is engraved in our hearts. I cannot feel it a mere coincidence that 
cherry blossoms are also cherished in the North East. We have something common deep 
inside. 

I am sure we can let “something” bloom through further dialogues. The intellectual 
dialogue we are having today can inspire and stimulate our “give-it-a-try” or “let-us-do-it” 
spirit. Then a virtuous cycle starts. 

Let us discuss what kind of untapped possibilities there are for us.  Let us see if there are 
any low-hanging fruits that we can pick together. There can be a host of interesting ideas 
to explore. 

How can we combine road connectivity with inland waterways? What is needed to attract 
investment to the North East? Is there anything we can do to bring in more tourists so that 
they can enjoy the rich natural and cultural attractions of the region? 

How can we advance intellectual dialogue with the North East? I hope today’s discussions 
will amply shed light on these questions. The intellectual dialogue will make us “re-
discover” each other. I believe it is the North East that holds a ticket to broaden our already 
rich bilateral relations, as we approach the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations next 
year. And beyond our close ties with the North East, we can secure a truly free, open and 
inclusive Indo-Pacific.

Thank you.
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It is indeed my great privilege to welcome such distinguished speakers and participants 
to this very important webinar. In particular, I am delighted to welcome, on behalf of 
Asian Confluence, excellencies, our Foreign Secretary Mr. Shringla and Ambassador of 

Japan Mr. Suzuki Satoshi. Mr. Shringla has great understanding of the problems of the NE 
and has been a source of inspiration and support to Asian Confluence. Ambassador Satoshi 
has been vigorously pursuing the Indo-Japan collaboration agenda, particularly in relation 
to the NE. We look forward to you Excellencies, to set the discussions on the important 
subject in perspective and guide us on the future road map.

It has been my privilege to work extensively in the NE and I would like to take this 
opportunity to share a few thoughts very briefly.

First, the Government of India has repeatedly focussed on the importance of speedy 
development of the NE. In 2016, the Prime Minister described it as the gateway to SE Asia 
and also mentioned how NE can be a growth engine. Other Ministers like the Finance 
Minister have reiterated the importance of the NE. In a recent visit to Assam along with 
Ambassador Satoshi, the EAM elaborated on various development initiatives for the NE 
and also outlined the future plans. Time is, therefore, now ripe for the NE to take advantage 

Welcome Address

Mr. M. P.  Bezbaruah, 
Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence
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of this top level interest and translate the intentions into plan of action. If this webinar can 
make some contribution towards that it will be a great step forward.

Second, NE has very high expectations from AE policy. It sees the looking east as a way 
out of the “economic imprisonment” it finds itself in as an official document explained. At 
the same time NE is an example of great contradictions—of very high level of resources 
including human resources co-existing with very low level of development. It needs 
something to kick start the development process and AE policy is seen as that opportunity 
because it can link NE to the happening SE Asia.

NE is optimistic because it feels that the economic agenda can be pushed by the favourable 
factor of many commonalities of interest like culture, history and people to people contact.

Third, in recent times Indo-Japan collaboration has been extensive and comprehensive 
and in this growing collaboration NE has been put at the forefront by non other than Indian 
Prime Minister Modi and former Japanese Prime Minister Abe. As the EAM explained in 
Assam, in presence of Ambassador Satoshi, Japan was the original model for revival of Asia 
after western colonialism and Japan has been long involved in our social and economic 
infrastructure development projects. It is significant that one of the key areas for collaboration 
is skills and capacity building. I am personally delighted that this collaboration extends to 
the longest bridge over the Brahmaputra—in Dhubri-Phulbari. As a former District collector 
of the area for 4 years I can tell you that it can completely change the economic scenario of 
the region.

As explained by the EAM in Assam there are a lot of positives of the AE policy for the NE, 
particularly in the area of communication. Substantial progress has been made in all aspects 
or communication—road, civil aviation, intermodal transport. Trilateral Highway, Kaladan 
multimodal project, Eastern Waterways Transport Connectivity. In fact Asian Confluence 
through its NADI programme has been highlighting the importance of waterways as a 
means of livelihood development.

But what needs urgent attention is that while one C—connectivity is opening up 
tremendous possibilities for economic connectivity, the second C—commerce and trade has 
not shown much promise yet. As someone had pointed out, the connectivity corridors have 
not translated into economic corridors. That is one area that needs attention now.

 It would be good if the collaboration could extend to involvement of Japanese companies 
for joint ventures on utilising the resource advantage of the NE to produce goods which 
have markets in the South East Asia. 

So the webinar is very crucial for laying down a road map for implementation. I hope the 
galaxy of speakers and panelists, academics, professionals, grass root workers that Asian 
Confluence has been able get involved will be able to address the basic question – “what next”.  

Your excellency, Ambassador Satoshi, we are all eagerly waiting to hear your inaugural 
address. May I now request you for the same?
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Agenda

Annexure: II

SESSION 1 : Inaugural 
10 am to 10: 45 am 

Welcome:	 Asian Confluence

Chair: Mr. M.P. Bezbaruah, Chairman, Asian Confluence, Governing Council 

Inaugural Address: 	 H.E. Mr. Suzuki Satoshi, 
	 Ambassador of Japan to India 

Keynote Address:	 Amb. Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
	 Foreign Secretary, India 
Vote of Thanks: 	 Sabyasachi Dutta, 
	 Executive Director, Asian Confluence

11: 00 am – 12:30 pm 

Session 2 : Indo- Pacific and India’s Northeast: Connecting the Dots
This session will layout the Indo-Japanese viewpoint on some of the following topics:

•	 Indo-Japan collaboration for a stable Indo-Pacific 

•	 State of connectivity in the BBIN and Myanmar region 

•	 State of connectivity in NER - Role of Japan in strengthening the Connectivity in NER 
and its implications

•	 India-Japan collaboration in India’s neighbourhood 

Chair:    Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa, former Ambassador of India to Japan

Panel: 

•	 Dr. Masahiro Kawai, Economic Research Institute for Northeast Asia and University 
of Tokyo
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•	 Mr. Katsuo Matsumoto, Chief Representative, JICA, India 

•	 Amb. River Wallang, IFS Retd. Former Indian Consul General to Osaka, Meghalaya  

•	 Prof. Nanigopal Mahanta, Gauhati University, Guwahati

•	 Dr. Umezaki So, Director, Economic Integration Studies Group, Development 
Studies Center, IDE-JETRO, Japan

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 

Session 3:  India – Japan collaborations in North East India: Accomplishments and 
Challenges and Way Forward

This session will layout the Indo-Japanese viewpoint on some of the following topics:

•	 JIT, SMEs & diversification of supply chain.

•	 Indo–Japan Township project

•	 Japan contribution in localising SDGs in NER

•	 Human Resource development & Health

•	 Northeast India requires a huge and sustained infusion of capital in the infrastructure 
sector.

Chair: Mr. Rajat Nag, Former MD, ADB, Manila, Member Governing Council, Asian 
Confluence 

Speakers: 

•	 Mr. K.K. Dwivedi, Secretary, ACT East Cell, Assam

•	 Mr. Keiichi Onozawa, Policy Director, JETRO

•	 Prof. Koichi Fujita, Kyoto University

•	 Ms. Yui Nakamura, Sasakawa Peace Foundation

•	 Dr Palin Khundongbam, Chairman, Shija Hospital, Imphal 

•	 Shri K. Moses Chalai, IAS, Secretary, North Eastern Council

3:00 P.M – 5:00 pm

Session 4: The Way Forward: Think-Tanks Townhall 

Chair: Amb. Rajiv K. Bhatia 

Co-Moderator: Dr. Prabir De, ASEAN-India Centre
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This session will layout and the Indo-Japanese viewpoint on some of the following topics:

•	 How can India-Japan strengthen their Cooperation in the Region: Specific Recommendation 
to Policymakers from Think-tanks 

•	 People to people exchanges/ Cultural exchanges

•	 The Future of Act East Forum 

Participation:  Think-tanks and universities from across the region. 

•	 Mr. Tsutomu Sato, Former Advisor, Japan Association of Travel Agents

•	 Dr. Sarbani Roy Chowdhury, Professor, Center for East Asian Studies, SIS, 
Jawahar Lal Nehru University 

•	 Dr. Deba Kumar Chakraborty, Dibrugarh University 

•	 Dr. Monoj Das, Assiatant Professor, Gauhati University 

•	 Dr. Sebastian N, Assistant Professor, Sikkim Central University 

•	 Dr. Bhagirathi Panda,  North Eastern Hill University, Meghalaya ICSSR NERC 

•	 Dr. Ibohal Meitei, Professor, Manipur University
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Session proceedings

Annexure: III

Session: II
Indo-Pacific and India’s Northeast: 

Connecting the Dots

Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa
•	 The development of the North Eastern Region is critical for the success of India’s 

Neighbourhood first policy and also for the success of regional grouping such as 
BIMSTEC and BBIN. 

•	 Japan is India’s most trusted partner.
•	 Japan has been actively promoting and supporting development projects in Bhutan, 

Nepal, Myanmar and Bangladesh.
•	 Both countries are committed to the development and use of connectivity infrastructure 

in an open, transparent, non-inclusive manner based on international standards and 
responsible debt financing practices while respecting sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
rule of Law and respect to the environment.

•	 Both countries working together, provides an alternative option to the other countries 
of the region.

Dr. Masahiro Kawai
•	 There is a huge investment demand in the Indo-pacific region.
•	 Japan’s focus is on quality infrastructure investment.
•	 The most important part of Quality Infrastructure Investment is strengthening 

Infrastructure governance (openness and transparency of procurement and maintaining 
debt sustainability).

•	 Japan has various initiatives to support quality infrastructure investment such as ADB-
JICA partnership, JBIC, JOIN and NEXI.
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•	 Japan has great interest to promote South Asia-Mekong connectivity, for this purpose, 
the development of the North Eastern Region is essential.

•	 Many countries in the South Asian and Mekong region relies on official multilateral 
assistance such as the World Bank and ADB, official bilateral assistance such as China, 
Japan and India and other non-official lenders for financing their infrastructure projects.

•	 In the case of Nepal and Bangladesh, Japan’s investments’ shares in total bilateral 
investments are declining while the same of China’s are increasing. So, India and Japan 
can work together in India’s neighbouring countries to provide an alternative option, 
particularly to maintain debt sustainability of India’s neighbouring countries.

Mr. Katsuo Matsumoto
•	 India is now connecting to the East-West corridor in the Mekong region.
•	 JICA has been willingly looking for ways to increase the volume of support as much as 

possible in the North East.
•	 Security factor has been the major cause in hindering the developmental efforts of Japan 

in the North East.
•	 Flow of goods and services are major economic activities for this region. Good connectivity 

infrastructure is the prerequisite.
•	 The connectivity projects in the North East will contribute to a large logistic network 

in the region such as Dhubri-Phulbari bridge would allow Bhutan to access ports in 
Bangladesh.

•	 JICA is supporting sustainable resource management and production activities such as 
Bamboo crafts in the North Eastern region.

•	 JICA is also supporting medical and health projects as this region has potential for 
Medical Tourism from neighbouring countries.

•	 Effectiveness of the development projects need to be addressed.
»» International organisations require a lot of documentation that hinder the effectiveness 

of the organisation and projects.
»» Relevant governments and institutions in the region should have adequate capacity 

to implement the projects in order to avoid delay.
•	 Coordination among North Eastern states is needed.
•	 Relationship with neighbouring countries needs to be strengthened.  Asymmetrical 

cooperation, priority and understanding of regional connectivity among the countries 
in the region is needed.
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Dr. Umezaki So
•	 Myanmar’s border-trade-connectivity with India (NER) and Bangladesh (and Lao PDR) 

is much weaker than that with China and Thailand. 
•	 There is a need for reliable border trade statistics.
•	 At present, there is no transport facilitation agreement covering the three member 

countries of the TLH for cross-border transportation.
•	 ERIA Study Team (2020) recommended to set up a high-powered committee, composed of 

officials of relevant government bodies (like NTFC in ASEAN) to facilitate the negotiation 
on cross-border transportation and trade along the TLH.

•	 Security issues and the Myanmar coup overshadow past efforts for regional development.
•	 Enhancing connectivity is not enough to bring significant economic benefits to the NER. 
•	 A comprehensive approach is required for the economic development of the North Eastern 

Region with the consideration of various policies in the region such as industrial policy 
for private sector development, including policies to attract FDI, spatial development 
policy, domestic security policy, and so on.

•	 India’s return to the RCEP could boost India’s trade with Myanmar, Thailand and China 
through TLH.

Prof. Nanigopal Mahanta
•	 The tyranny of distance between New Delhi and NER has decreased due to the Act East 

Forum and Japan has also proved helpful to bridge this gap.
•	 Food Industry is very critical for the development of the North East region as the region 

has many biodiversity hotspots.
•	 Japan has a vital role to play in promoting the regional economic integration among the 

countries in the region.
•	 Lessons from successful Japan’s infrastructure projects in the ASEAN could be taken 

into consideration for the development of infrastructure projects in the North East.
•	 The North East Region has not benefited from the Act East policy. Statistically, the North 

East’s share is less than 1 per cent in the total trade allotment this year between India 
with the neighbouring countries. It is West Bengal that is getting the major share. So, 
work needs to be done here.

•	 Implementation of mega development projects should be based on a bottom-up approach, 
taking border communities and local people into confidence and as a stakeholder.

•	 The training of human resources and development of the service sector is very critical 
and could reduce ethnic tension in the region.

38



Session: III
India-Japan collaborations in 

Northeast India: 

Mr. Rajat Nag
•	 Northeast is a convergence point for many reasons. It is a fulcrum for physical, cultural 

and emotional connectivity with South and Southeast Asia. 
•	 For Japan, to look west and northwest, northeast India becomes an important aspect. 

Mr. K.K. Dwivedi
•	 There has not been a vibrant economic relationship and inter-country trade between 

Assam and Japan. 
•	 1500 Japanese companies in India but none of them produce/manufacture in the North 

Eastern region. Direct exports and tea exports are negligible. 
•	 The Act East Policy Department has been set up by the Assam government and Assam 

has emerged as a centre-stage for Act East policy. 
•	 Natural Resource Base in Assam is strong and can support the requirements of Japanese 

companies if they set up production in Assam. 
•	 Multimodal Logistics Park being set up at Jogighopa, Air Cargo Complex started at 

Guwahati Airport are examples of Industrial Infrastructure in Assam
•	 Assam has a thriving network of educational institutions like IIT, IIIT, IHT, NIT, Central 

and State Universities, Medical Colleges and several reputed institutions like Tocklai 
Tea Research Institute, CIPET, etc. About 6000 Engineering graduates, 5000 ITI diploma 
holders and over 2000 Medical professionals pass out every year in the state. 

•	 Japanese Industrial Township in Assam to be set up in Nagarbera near Guwahati. 600 
acres of land proposed for JIT. 

•	 JIT has been recommended by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT). This shall incentivise Japanese companies to come to Assam and set up 
industries that will rejuvenate and introduce new cultures, techniques and other such 
aspects.
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•	 There are many potential areas for developing Indo-Japan and Assam-Japan relations . 
•	 Golf and wildlife tourism is a sector for investment for the Japanese given their interest 

in the sport and wildlife conservation as it takes place in the shrines in Japan. 

Mr. Keiichi Onozawa 
•	 Developing infrastructure and enhancing connectivity is the most important to attract 

Japanese business in the North East.
•	 Japan has several big cities. Tokyo, Nagoya and Osaka, and these cities were connected 

by highways and high-speed railway networks. This is called Taiheiyō Belt. Connectivity 
facilitated economic integration between the large cities and those cities divided their 
roles which helped in building competitiveness and a scale economy in Japan

•	  Delhi- Mumbai Industrial corridor is based on this experience of Japan
•	 The JICA and Japan government has been helping in developmental activities of roads 

and other connectivity projects in the North East. In order to take full advantage of the 
North East’s geographical location, each North Eastern state should be connected to 
each other and also to neighbouring countries. 

•	 Regional Economic integration is important to boost economic development, to improve 
the competitiveness and attractiveness of the region for private investments.  

•	 Connectivity is not limited to infrastructure development; trade facilitation is also 
important. 

•	 NER should take advantage of Human Resources as Japanese companies prefer quality 
Human Resources. For example, Maruti Suzuki, IIT Guwahati and other stakeholders 
took the initiative to take up research activities, courses and other such measures in 
both Japan and India.

•	 Increasing the thresholds for retrenchment to 10000 in the Labour codes for foreign 
companies in the North East region would be a game changer.

•	 The North Eastern Region is seen as a dangerous place for Japanese businesses. Safety 
is the most fundamental factor that can cancel out all other economic benefits.

Mr. Koichi Fujita
•	 China constructed a pipeline very recently - which is a reconstruction of the sea route. 
•	 India wants to develop an East-West corridor. From, Aizawl to Sittwe is a new route 

being developed. India and Myanmar share similar ethnic civilisation in states of NER.  
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•	 NE India is largely bypassed by the accelerated economic growth in India. People 
started migration to mainland India around the mid-2000s in order to capture increased 
opportunities. 

•	 One possibility is to start some businesses (including agribusiness), which utilise local 
natural resources. Enhancement of connectivity can help such business activities initiated 
by them. The other potential is the tourism business.

Ms. Yui Nakamura
•	 Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF) aims to enrich local cultural heritage and to promote 

North East centred sustainable development for accelerating the Act East Policy.
•	 Culture in the North East is outstandingly diverse and complex.
•	 The categorisation of all North Eastern states as a single entity is problematic
•	 In October 2019, SPF had supported to organise a northeast film in the film festival in 

Japan. 
•	 The Imphal Peace Museum is one of the most recognised efforts between India and Japan 

being run by the Manipur Tourism Department. The work of the museum is encouraged 
and highlights the various local cultures. Manipur Tourism Foundation has played an 
active part in the Imphal Peace Museum and on their visit to similar museums in Tokyo 
and Okinawa. 

•	 SPF also helped establish The North East India archive in Shillong. It is the first public 
AV facility in the state. Restoration and digitisation of old videos, photo negatives and 
transparency slides. Cataloguing and digitising contributed AV material. Oral histories 
are collected as a part of the larger collection of the region. 

•	 Given the cultural complexity and diversity in the North East region, extra attention 
is required to the regional specific context, the development process should be more 
inclusive with balanced resource allocations and develop local specifications according 
to each district or state to fit into the region’s unique environment

Dr. Palin Khundongbam
•	 There has been a demand of 35000 nurses for the Technical Internship Training 

Programme (TITP). 
•	 The governments in Manipur and Japan have been in talks and collaborating for the 

same. 13 nurses have been sent to Japan for old-age care. However, the programme had 
to be discontinued since the outbreak of the virus. 
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•	 Another medical college is being set up in Manipur. There is a need for more universities 
in various disciplines that can happen through Japanese investment. 

•	 Technical collaboration in the medical sector is required 

Mr. K. Moses Chalai
•	 Medical nurses from NER find good working opportunities in Japan. 
•	 NER is important ecologically as well. Both countries can take steps for ecological 

development. India-Japan collaboration for water management in the region could be 
pursued.

•	 Technologically, Japan and India can explore various opportunities given the growth 
of both countries in the sector.
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Session: IV
The Way Forward: Think 

Tanks Townhall

Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia
•	 Japan is the primary partner in the development of the North East.
•	 There are several gateways for India to be connected to South East Asia and Indo Pacific. 

With the North East, it is one of the gateways not the only one.
•	 The uniqueness of the North East is in its historical context. There are areas in which 

Japan can receive help from India like people who can communicate in Japanese which 
could help their families.

•	 This partnership should be two-way. If Japan can support India, then even India can 
help Japan in some of its endeavours.

•	 The first virtual meeting of the quad countries India, Japan, USA and Australia would 
be taking place soon. This would be very beneficial for the entire region.

Dr. Sarbani Roy Chowdhury
•	 The North Eastern Region can also be benefitted from Japan’s aid programme in terms 

of incorporating SDGs in the region.
•	 Connectivity goes hands and hands with developing capability.
•	 India and Japan collaborate to introduce Green Technology in order to develop capability 

in the region. Skill development programmes to encourage people to get into Green 
Technology could be organised.

•	 Collaboration can be done to take advantage of the high literate and English-speaking 
human resources of the region for providing healthcare services for elderly people of 
Japan and to develop the service sector in the region.

•	 Community development can take place using Bamboo. The use of bamboo as biomass 
fuel in the Kumamoto Prefecture in Japan can be taken into consideration and could be 
replicated in the North Eastern Region.
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•	 Conservation could be further promoted by developing the Eco-tourism industry in the 
region. Promotion of Tea Tourism via Tea Tasting tours for developing Eco-tourism and 
promoting this region as a safe and accessible tourist destination should be encouraged.

•	 The North East has an enormous Korean influence which is strong competition for Japan. 
Japan should promote their culture via TV shows in the North East.

Mr. Tsutomu Sato
•	 Two kinds of tourism: from India to Japan to study the ideals of the East and from Japan 

to India to study the ideals of the East of the 20th century, should be encouraged to build 
people to people relationships between India and Japan.

•	 Okakura Tenshin in the book “The Ideals of the East” introduced the concept of “Asia 
is One”. 

•	 Many Japanese gods came from India through the introduction of Buddhism. Japan 
owes much to India. The historical influence of Asian culture can be owed from India.

•	 Isolation of Japan made it a repository of Asiatic culture. Thus, Japan is a museum of 
Asiatic civilisation. Students from North East India should visit Japan to watch and 
research the historical civilisation ties between India and Japan.

•	 Tourism should be promoted from Japan to India to study philosophical aspects of 
Hinduism and Buddhism. 

Dr. Bhagirathi Panda
•	 India’s Act East Policy is a game-changer for the development of the North Eastern 

Region.
•	 High transaction cost is the major impediment to the development of the North East 

Region and attracting private sector investment in the region. Poor infrastructure, high 
drafting costs for setting up businesses and poor governance are some of the reasons 
for high transaction costs in the region.

•	 There is an urgent need to bring the stakeholders: the market, the government and the 
local communities, together for capacity building.

•	 India-Japan collaboration is needed to promote social entrepreneurship in the North 
East and open more Japanese centres and students exchanges in the region for capacity 
building.

44



Dr. Ibohal Meitei
•	 People-to-people connectivity is one part while maritime, trade connectivity is also 

another important part to be considered.
•	 Skill development is very crucial as it would allow the people of the North East Region 

to get employment opportunities around the globe which would bring remittances in 
the region.

•	 Collaboration between North East states and Japan prefectures to harness the full 
potential of resources of the North Eastern Region should be taken up.

•	 Each North Eastern state can have a central university, skill development institution 
and a Japanese language centre and Indian-Japanese university collaboration to create 
more employment avenues and to bring closeness among people of Japan and the North 
Eastern Region.

•	 The North East should become part of global value chains via the Indian initiatives like 
Atmanirbhar Bharat, Make in India which then further can be linked to the growing 
manufacturing hubs in Thailand and Vietnam.

•	 Special Economic Zones for jewellery, bamboo, IT naval services, forest products, and 
MNC’s for economic development of the North East should be established. In this, a 
special investment from the Japanese companies could be useful.

Dr. Deba Kumar Chakraborty
•	 India-Japan collaboration in the development projects in the North East would change 

the contours of regional integration in the region.
•	 This collaboration in the development projects is needed to push the agenda for Act 

East, BBIN, and BIMSTEC.
•	 The most important of Japanese collaboration in the development dynamics is that it is 

focused on quality, not quantity and based on the principle that How can these projects 
touch the lives of many people with minimal investments.

•	 With the support of Japan, we can penetrate the deeper development issues of our 
neighbouring countries.

•	 Another area of India-Japan collaboration could be developing a Buddhist tourism circuit 
connecting Japan, Myanmar, and the North East to help in the development of the region.

•	 Double cropping and value-added crops with the help of Japanese technologies would 
develop the agriculture sector in the North East Region and improve the livelihood of 
people in the region.
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•	 Development of SMEs with Japanese assistance for employment generation and value 
addition to the livelihood of the people of the region could be a game-changer.

•	 Comprehensive study of local institutions should be done to identify development issues 
and for implementation of best development practices in the region 

•	 The income level of people due to COVID lockdown has come down. There is a need to 
think how can we collaborate with Japan to at least touch the livelihoods of the affected 
people?

Mr. Monoj Das
•	 Exchange of medical services, technology, and techniques could be done between India 

and Japan. This will also promote medical tourism in both countries.
•	 Area studies centre for research in the North East Region should be established.
•	 India-Japan collaboration is needed in the area of Disaster Management in the North 

East by building resilient infrastructures.
•	 There is a need to engage civil society and their ideas need to be included in the broader 

framework because they are working on the ground level.

Dr. Sebastian N
•	 There should be sophisticated technology for connectivity and communication. A need 

for technological support is required and this can be achieved with the support of 
Japanese collaboration.

•	 If better technological support can be built then it could help in the infrastructure 
development of the region.

•	 The development of social infrastructure which is the bettering of education and health 
should be one of the priorities in the collaborative projects.

•	 Japanese collaboration is crucial in the region in the area of data technology.
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Bios of speakers

Annexure: IV

Chair

Mr. M. P. Bezbaruah
Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence 

Mr. Madan Prasad Bezbaruah belongs to an illustrious family 
with a civil service background. He has held important 
government positions in the North Eastern Council – Assam 
and Meghalaya and in the Government of India. He was 
Secretary to the Government of Assam in the Departments 
of Education, Health, Industries and Finance, Chairman of 
the Assam State Electricity Board and the Home Secretary 
of Assam from January 1986 to August 1990. During 1990 to 
1994, he was Minister (Economic) in the High Commission of 
India, London. From 1997 to 2001, he served as the Secretary, 
Ministry of Tourism, and Government of India. He also 
served as the Principal Adviser in the Planning Commission 
of India and was Banking Ombudsman for the Reserve Bank 
of India. After retirement, he was conferred the Honorary 
Permanent Representative of World Tourism Organisation 
(WTO). 

 

Inaugural Address 

H.E. Mr. Suzuki Satoshi
Ambassador of Japan to India  
H.E. Mr. Suzuki Satoshi is Japanese Ambassador to India. 
His previous overseas positions include South Korea, United 
Kingdom, and Indonesia. He is a post-graduate of the 
School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins 
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University, H.E. Mr. Suzuki joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in 1984. He graduated from the Tokyo University of Foreign 
Studies the same year. He held various positions such as Principal 
Deputy Director, First North America Division; Director, Non-
proliferation and Nuclear Energy Division; and Director, First 
Intelligence and Analysis Division. From 2009 to 2014, he worked 
at the International Atomic Energy Agency as Special Assistant 
to the Director-General. He held various senior positions such 
as Deputy Director-General, European Affairs Bureau, Deputy 
Director General, Intelligence and Analysis Service, and Assistant 
Vice-Minister for Crisis Management 2014 and 2016. 

Keynote Address 
Amb. Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
Foreign Secretary, India 

In the course of a diplomatic career spanning over 36 years, Foreign 
Secretary Amb. Harsh V. Shringla has held a variety of positions 
in New Delhi and abroad. He has served as India’s Ambassador 
or to the United States of America and the Kingdom of Thailand 
and as High Commissioner to Bangladesh. He has also served in 
other diplomatic assignments in France (UNESCO, Paris); USA 
(UN, New York); Vietnam; Israel; and South Africa.  Amb. Harsh 
V Shringla has also served in the Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi as Joint Secretary (Director General) responsible for 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and the Maldives.  He graduated 
from St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University and has been 
conferred D. Litt. (Honoris Causa) by ICFAI University, Sikkim. 

Vote of thanks 
Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, Asian Confluence 
Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta is the Founder-Director of the ‘Asian 
Confluence’, India East Asia Centre. Born in Shillong, a social 
entrepreneur, educationist, artist and a student of Indian history 
and international relations, Mr. Sabyasachi has had a successful 
career spanning 12 years in the Silicon Valley, California USA 
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in cutting edge technology, innovation and entrepreneurships 
in large corporations such as SONY Corp. as well as several 
successful start-ups, and holding several patents. He left that to 
start several social innovation projects in India. He pioneered a 
unique leadership programme for rural youth of India; a unique 
model of youth led rural development which was lauded by the 
World Bank; set up a chain of eighty primary schools using the 
model of community participation propelled by youth leadership 
and introduced several innovations in education. In his current 
avatar, Sabyasachi continues to facilitate cultural programmes, 
exchange programmes, talks, discussions and symposia with 
scholars and leaders of culture and thought, from India and 
abroad. He holds a Master Degree in Electrical Engineering with 
a special paper in Media and Communication from Arizona State 
University, USA.
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Chair: 
Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa
former Ambassador of India to Japan & Member, Governing 
Council, Asian Confluence 

Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa has been a distinguished career 
diplomat in the Indian Foreign Service. She was the first Indian 
woman to be appointed Ambassador to the Gulf State of Qatar 
and later Japan. She has also been India’s Ambassador to Sweden, 
Latvia and Republic of Marshall Islands. Earlier, she served twice 
in China, besides stints in Switzerland and Netherlands. She 
was instrumental in the active promotion of India’s economic 
interests in the areas of trade, technology, investments and energy 
security. While with the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, 
she has held the charge of Joint Secretary responsible for Indian 
relations with the United Nations and its agencies, including 
development related programmes of UNICEF, ILO, UNDP, WHO, 
etc., in India.  A graduate from Madras University, she has an 
undergraduate degree in Chemistry and post-graduate degree in 
English Literature. She joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1979. 

Panellists 
Dr. Masahiro Kawai
Representative Director and Director-General, Economic 
Research Institute for Northeast Asia Representative 

Dr. Masahiro Kawai is the Representative Director and Director-
General of the Economic Research Institute for Northeast Asia 
(ERINA) in Japan. He is also Professor Emeritus and a Specially 
Appointed Professor at the University of Tokyo, a Councillor of the 
Bank of Japan, a Senior Fellow at the Policy Research Institute of 
Japan’s Ministry of Finance, a Superior Fellow of the Japan Forum 
on International Relations, and Vice President of the Council on 
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East Asian Community.   Dr. Kawai began his professional career 
as a Research Fellow at the Brookings Institution. He then taught 
Economics at Johns Hopkins University and at the University of 
Tokyo. He also served as Chief Economist for the World Bank’s 
East Asia and the Pacific Region; Deputy Vice Minister of Finance 
for International Affairs of Japan’s Ministry of Finance; President 
of the Policy Research Institute of Japan’s Finance Ministry; Special 
Advisor to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) President in charge 
of regional economic cooperation and integration; and Dean and 
CEO of the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI). Dr. Kawai’s 
recent publications focus on Asian Economic integration. He holds 
a BA in Economics from the University of Tokyo, a MSc in Statistics 
and a PhD in Economics from Stanford University. 

Mr. Katsuo Matsumoto
Chief Representative, JICA, India 

Mr. Matsumoto has been the Chief Representative, JICA India 
since June 2018. Previous to this, Mr. Matsumoto was engaged 
in several flagship development projects in the South Asian 
region. He has much experience of working for the large scale 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) loan projects in Mekong 
region and the South Asian countries, including regional corridor 
projects. He graduated from the Hitotsubashi University, and 
obtained a master degree from Columbia University in U.S. and 
Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo. 

Prof. Nanigopal Mahanta
Director, Centre for South East Asian Studies, Department 
of Political Science, Gauhati University 

Prof. Nani Gopal Mahanta is currently Professor and Head of 
the Department of Political Science and Director, Global Studies 
Centre at Gauhati University. Formerly, he was the Coordinator, 
Peace and Conflict Studies, a UGC Innovative Project from 2004-
2009 at the Gauhati University. His research interest includes 
issues of Peace and Conflict Resolution, Human Development and 
Security, Insurgency, Ethnicity and Identity Politics. Prof. Mahanta 
did his MA in Political Science from JNU, New Delhi in 1992.  His 
PhD thesis was on State, Identity and Politics of Violence: ULFA 
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and Vision of Peace in Assam (2006). Apart from authoring the 
book titled Confronting the State: ULFA’s Quest for Sovereignty, 
published by Sage, a number of books have been edited by him 
both in English and Assamese including Shifting Terrain: Conflict 
Dynamics in Northeast India published by DVS, Delhi, in 2012. 

Mr. Umezaki So
Director, Economic Integration Studies Group, Development 
Studies Centre, IDE-JETRO, Japan  

Mr. So is the Director of the Economic Integration Studies Group, 
Development Studies Centre in IDE-JETRO, Japan. He has written 
on topics such as ASEAN – India Connectivity, “Monetary Policy 
in a Small Open Economy: The Case of Malaysia, Deepening East 
Asian Economic Integration, among many others. 

Amb. River Wallang
IFS Retd. Former Indian Consul General to Osaka, 
Meghalaya & Distinguished Fellow, Asian Confluence
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Session: III

Chair 
Mr. Rajat Nag
Former MD, ADB, Manila & Member Governing Council, 
Asian Confluence 

Mr. Rajat M. Nag is concurrently a Distinguished Fellow at India’s 
National Council of Applied Economic Research, Delhi and at 
the Emerging Markets Forum, a think-tank based in Washington 
DC. He also serves as Chair of Look East Council of the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Nag was the Managing Director 
General of the Asian Development Bank during 2006-2013. His 
work has given him wide-ranging insights into key development 
challenges relevant to Asia. His particular interest is on sustainable 
development and regional cooperation issues in Asia and beyond 
aiming to bridge the gap between the region’s thriving economies 
and the millions of poor people being left behind. He holds 
engineering degrees from the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Delhi and the University of Saskatchewan, Canada. He also has 
an MBA from the University of Saskatchewan and a M.Sc. (Econ) 
from the London School of Economics. 

Panellists  
Mr. K. Moses Chalai, IAS
Secretary, North Eastern Council 

Mr. K Moses Chalai (IAS) is presently Additional Secretary in 
the Ministry of Women and Child Development and has been 
appointed as Secretary of North East Council Secretariate, Ministry 
of North Eastern Region in rank.  
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Mr. Keiichi Onozawa
Policy Director, JETRO 

Mr. Keiichi Onozawa is the regional representative of Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Industry, Japanese Government for South 
Asia. He was dispatched in July 2018 and is based in New Delhi. 
He focuses on variety of India-Japan economic issues including the 
digital partnership, start-up ecosystems, and trilateral cooperation 
on the “Platform for Japan-India Business Cooperation in Asia-
Africa Region”. Also, he is working hard on contributing to the 
expansion of the “India Stack” to Africa and other developing 
countries. He has a master degree from Columbia University’s 
School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA). 
 

Prof. Koichi Fujita
Professor, Centre for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto 
University 

Prof. Koichi Fujita is a professor at the Centre for Southeast Asian 
Studies (CSEAS), Kyoto University. After receiving an M.S. 
from the Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences (Agricultural 
Economics) at the University of Tokyo, he worked at the National 
Research Institute of Agricultural Economics from 1986–95, during 
which he obtained a Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo in 1992 
and worked as a JICA expert (rural development) in Bangladesh 
from 1992–94.  He worked as a JICA expert  policy advisor in 
agriculture) in Myanmar from 2001–02. His major books include 
The Economic Transition in Myanmar after 1988: Market Economy 
versus State Control, NUS Press, 2009 and Re-thinking Economic 
Development: The Green Revolution, Agrarian Structure and 
Transformation in Bangladesh, Trans Pacific Press and Kyoto 
University Press, 2010. 

54



Dr. Palin Khundongbam
Chairman, Shija Hospitals and Research Institute (SHRI), 
Imphal 

Dr. Palin, a specialist in General and Plastic surgery is the Managing 
Director cum Chairman of SHRI. A passionate entrepreneur, Dr. 
Palin constantly keeps himself abreast with the latest discoveries 
and innovations. His perseverance and hard work are what is 
behind the growth of SHRI as a hospital par excellence. Dr. Palin 
is also a member of various organisations like the Indian Medical 
Association, Association of Surgeons of India, and the Association 
of Plastic Surgeons of India. He has won many accolades in his 
long stint in the medical profession and has in his capacity as a 
doctor reached out to the masses through free surgeries and other 
medical facilities for the poor. He has successfully re-implanted 7 
amputated finger and forearm for the first time in North Eastern 
India. 

Ms. Yui Nakamura
Senior Program Officer, Sasakawa Peace Foundation 

Ms. Yui Nakamura is the Senior Programme Officer at the 
Sasakawa Peace Foundation based in Tokyo, Japan. 

Mr. K. K. Dwivedi
Principal Secretary, Govt. of Assam, Act East Policy Affair 

Mr. K.K. Dwivedi (IAS) is the Principal Secretary of the Govt. of 
Assam, Act East Policy Affair, Commissioner & Secretary to the 
Govt. of Assam, Personnel, AR & Training, Industries & Commerce, 
Public Enterprises, & Act Easy Policy Affairs Department and has 
been also posted as Commissioner & Secretary to the Govt. of 
Assam, Industries & Commerce Department.
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Session: IV

Chair
Amb. Rajiv K. Bhatia
Member, Governing Council, Asian Confluence & 
Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House, India 

Ambassador Rajiv Kumar Bhatia was the Director General of 
the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) during the years 
2012-15. As a career diplomat, he served India with distinction 
for over thirty-seven years. He was India’s Ambassador/ High 
Commissioner in Kenya, Myanmar, Mexico and South Africa. He 
has delivered lectures at the National Defence College, Foreign 
Service Institute, universities and other institutions in India. Since 
mid-2012, Ambassador Bhatia led ICWA delegations to Russia, 
China, Belgium, Australia, Indonesia, Vietnam and Myanmar. 
He also addressed Track-II conferences in Beijing, Shanghai, Port 
Louis and Paris, and interacted with leading academics in London, 
Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta. His book ‘India Myanmar Relations: 
Changing contours’, has been published recently by Routledge, 
Taylor & Francis Group. 

Co-chair 
Dr. Prabir De
Professor, ASEAN-India Centre, RIS 

Dr. Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information 
System for Developing Countries (RIS). He is also the Coordinator 
of ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS. Dr. De works in the field of 
international economics and has research interests in international 
trade and development. He was a visiting Fellow of the Asian 
Development Bank Institute (ADBI), Tokyo; and visiting Senior 
Fellow of United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok. He has been 
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conducting policy research for the Government of India and 
several international organisations. He has a Ph.D. in Economics 
from the Jadavpur University, Calcutta. He has contributed several 
research papers in international journals and written books on 
trade and development. He is founding Editor of the South Asia 
Economic Journal, published by Sage. 

Panellists 
Mr. Masaaki Fukunaga
Scholar, South Asian Studies, Japan

Mr. Masaaki Fukunaga is a Japanese scholar on South Asian 
Studies. He studied on Indian Social Stratification and Hindu 
Sacred Place at the Department of Sociology, Banaras Hindu 
University, Varanasi, India. Fukunaga was awarded the Ph.D. 
(Sociology) from the same University. At present, he is the 
Assistant Director, the Centre of South Asian Studies at Gifu 
Women’s University, Gifu Japan. The Centre is only one institute, 
which titled as South Asian Studies in Japan. He has contributed 
many articles on India, Pakistan, Japan-South Asia Relationship 
and International Relationship within SAARC.  Prof. Fukunaga is 
the life member of Indian Sociological Society, and other important 
Academic Associations on Asian Studies, Sociology, and Souh  
Asian Studies. 

Mr. Tsutomu Sato
Advisor, Japan Association of Travel Agents & Chapter Head, 
Asian Confluence, Japan 

Mr. Tsutomu Sato’s long career reveals a unique combination of 
experience and expertise in infrastructure, tourism industry and 
academics. He has served in the Japan Railways for over two 
decades, is the former Director of the Japan Association of Travel 
Agents (JATA) and is currently the Chairman of Japan-India 
Tourism Promotion Committee in JATA. As a leading thought 
leader of the tourism industry, he is Member of Industry and 
Tourism Promotion Committee of Tomioka-city and serves as 

57



Tourism Ambassador of the Gunma Prefecture of Japan. He is also 
advisor to the Mayor of Takasaki City.  

As an Academic, he is a Special Visiting Professor of Gifu Woman’s 
University where he also serves as member of Centre for South Asia 
Studies and is a Lecturer at Takasaki University. He holds degrees in 
Economics, Literature and Hindi from Tokyo University.  

Dr. Sarbani Roy Chowdhury
Professor, Centre for East Asian Studies, SIS, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi 

Dr. Sarbani Roy Choudhury is Associate Professor in Japanese Studies 
in Centre for East Asian Studies, JNU, New Delhi. Dr. Choudhury’s 
focus of interest lies in Japanese economy and management. She has 
been in advisory role to many companies involved in using Japanese 
management principles. She has written papers in international journals 
on transferability of Japanese management styles and issue of language 
in international business.  She is a member of Melbourne research group 
and actively participates in international conferences. Alumnus of JNU, 
she has been awarded the Ph.D. Degree from School of International 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University on Transferability of Japanese 
human Resource Management practices into India.  

Dr. Sebastian N.
Assistant Professor, Sikkim University 

Dr. Sebastian Njarakkulath currently works as Associate Professor at 
the Department of Political Science, Sikkim University. Dr. Sebastian is 
a researcher in Social and Political Philosophy, Philosophy of Science 
and Epistemology. His most recent publication is ‘Islamic Movements 
Engaging with Democracy: Front Islamique Du Salut (FIS) and the 
Democratic Experiment in Algeria’. 
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Dr. Bhagirathi Panda
Professor, North Eastern Hill University, ICSSR NERC, 
Shillong 

Dr. Bhagirathi Panda currently works as a professor in the Department 
of Economics, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong, India. He was 
also the Dean of the School of Economics, Management and Information 
Sciences. During 2008-09, Prof. Panda was also on the faculty of IIM, 
Shillong. In this capacity, he headed the sustainable Management Cell 
of IIM, Shillong. Prof. Panda is an Asia fellow of Asian Scholarship 
Foundation, Bangkok and in this capacity worked as a Visiting Fellow 
in Thammasat University, Thailand and Asian Institute of Technology, 
Bangkok during the year 2003. He has more than 30 years of teaching 
and research experience in different universities and colleges of the 
country and abroad and has also published more than 50 research articles 
in different national and international journals. He has guided 11 Ph.Ds 
and two M.Phil. research students. He has undertaken a number of 
research projects on topics such as Act East Policy and Transaction Costs, 
MGNREGA, Urban Informal Sector, and Rural Non-Farm Employment 
from agencies like Ministry of External Affairs, GOI, Ford Foundation, 
MORD, Govt. of India to name a few.

Dr. Ibohal Meitei
Professor (Strategic Management), MIMS, Manipur University 

Dr. Ibohal Meitei is Professor of Strategic Management and 
Director of Centre for Entrepreneurship and Skill Development 
at Manipur University (A Central University) Canchipur, Imphal 
Manipur, India. His areas of interest include marketing, strategic 
management & organisational behaviour.
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Dr. Deba Kumar Chakraborty
Professor, Dibrugarh University 

Dr. Deba Kumar Chakraborty is Head, Department of Economics 
at Dibrugarh University, Coordinator, UGC Centre for Studies on 
Bangladesh & Myanmar, Dibrugarh University & Co-ordinator, 
DRS-III, SAP, Department of Economics, Dibrugarh University. 
He has a Ph.D. from Gauhati University. He has a teaching 
experience of 17 years. His areas of interests are Econometrics, 
Industrial Economics, Regional Economics. 

Mr. Monoj Das
Assistant Professor, Gauhati University  

Mr. Monoj Das is an Assistant Professor and Coordinator at the 
Centre for South East Asian Studies, Gauhati University. He is 
also a Doctoral Candidate at Centre for South Asian Studies, 
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 
He has completed his Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) in South 
Asian Politics from the Jawaharlal Nehru University. His areas of 
academic and research specialisation are International Relations, 
Foreign Policy of India, Regional Integration of South and South 
East Asian region, Pakistan Studies, Security Studies.  He has 
published his works in several reputed journals and books 
including Diaspora Studies (journal of Taylor and Francis group).
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