
            Message from the  
Chairman

   Our happiness in bringing out the ASCON Newsletter giving an account 
of the encouraging activities taken up during this period is overshadowed 
by deep sadness at the passing away of our mentor, guide and quiet tower 
of strength —Professor Bidhu Bhushan Dutta, Chairman of our parent 
organization, the Divya Jeevan Foundation. He was a charismatic person, 
a much-loved teacher, a parliamentarian of the vintage values, strategist, 
thinker, deeply rooted in the culture and tradition of India and above all a 
human being par excellence. He conceptualized ASCON’s role as the 
mouthpiece of the Third Space and untiringly followed its journey in the 
cause of the NE, its people and its economy.
May his soul find eternal peace.

We will miss his deep insight and sound advice. However, we are sure his 
ideals and ideas will guide ASCON in the journey ahead. As the current 
newsletter will show ASCON is proud to say that even during the most 
difficult times, it has carried on the primary focus of providing voice to 
the Third Space, has built up excellent coordination with organizations 
and institutions in South Asia and SE Asia, mooted many ideas for 
collaboration that may carry forward our ideal of sustainable livelihood in 
NE and its neighbourhood. The reach has been very wide and varied, 
participation has been at very high levels of policy makers, diplomats, 
academicians and grassroot workers. We have gained trust and goodwill 
of people and organizations who share our values and ideals. And we have 
a wealth of information and constructive suggestions for action. WE hope 
to pursue them with the help of everyone as and when the situation 
becomes conducive. We are hopeful that the next edition of our flagship 
programme NADI can be launched soon.

We look forward to your suggestions, comments and active participation 
in ASCON’s sustainable journey.

Mr. M.P.Bezbaruah, Chairman- 

Governing Council, Asian Confluence
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Dr. Bidhu Bhushan Dutta (March 8,1937-September 27,2021), former Member of 
Parliament (Rajya Sabha)  and the Chairman of Divya Jeevan Foundation Society 
which is the mother organization of Asian Confluence merged with the eternal 
on the 27th September, 2021 He was an indomitable spirit, a public spirited 
individual, a well known personality and a self made political and  public leader 
who was synonymous with North East India where he founded many institutions 
which are the living examples of his vision and national service, irrespective of 
creed or community.

The Asian Confluence which is the celebration of the eternal Asian spirit of 
convergence of thought and culture is the  realization of his vision

His passage is the passing away of an individual who was a living witness to the 
making of modern India. He was also an active leader in the struggle for 
independent Bangladesh. This marks the end of an era in the public history of 
North Eastern India in particular and India in general. We at Asian Confluence 
offer our homage to Him and his inspirational memory.

    

Remembrance

https://www.asianconfluence.org/
https://www.asianconfluence.org/


Highlights 

Major Dialogues and Events

The Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Australian Consulate 
in Kolkata, held an online dialogue on the theme: A Prosperous 
Indo-Pacific: Enhancing Cooperation in India’s North-East and 
Eastern neighbourhood to discuss the evolving dimensions in trade 
and connectivity in the region and the specific role of India-Australia 
cooperation along with other nations, north east India and India 
ASEAN engagement in the focus. This dialogue was held in the 
presence of His Excellency Barry O Farrell, High Commissioner of 
Australia to India and Ambassador Riva Ganguly Das, Secretary East 
Ministry of External Affairs. and saw participation from scholars, 
academicians and diplomats from all over India and also the 
neighbourhood

Combating pollution and conservation of marine as well as 
freshwater ecosystems are key factors in adaptation to climate 
change and global warming. Freshwater resources are being 
constantly polluted and diminished with rapid urbanization and 
unscientific waste management. Marine water pollution, increase 
in marine plastic debris content and subsequent loss of marine life, 
along with unwelcome changes at the already fragile estuarine 
ecosystems which are home to immense biodiversity, have become 
a cause of paramount concern. With a view to create better 
understanding and to explore collective response to the matters 
raised above, the Russian International Affairs Council, the 
Pathfinder Foundation and the Asian Confluence decided to 
conduct a dialogue focusing on best practices from the three 
countries.

The Asian Confluence (Shillong), ASEAN Studies Centre of 
ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore and ASEAN- India Centre 
(AIC) at Research and Information System for Developing Countries 
(RIS) New Delhi hosted a week- long online training programme 
entitled “ASEAN India Development Partnership Programme (AIDPP)” 
from 16-20 August 2021. The AIDPP workshop comprised of several 
lectures and interactive sessions that included both overarching and 
broad issues like geo-politics, economic relations, etc.  This saw 
participation from within India and our neighbourhood like Laos 
PDR, Darrusalam Brunei, Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand, Mongolia and 
Phillipness

A Prosperous Indo-Pacific: Enhancing Cooperation in India’s Northeast and Eastern 
Neighbourhood

July 28,2021

Russia India Sri Lanka Trilateral Dialogue: Impact of Climate Change on Marine and Fresh Water 
Resources and Combating Water Pollution

July 30,2021

ASEAN India Development Partnership Programme 

August 16-20,2021

https://www.asianconfluence.org/
https://bit.ly/3btkX1E
https://bit.ly/3Cw9lXv
https://bit.ly/3CvvchJ


Conversations

On the Banks of the River Dhalai: The Story of My Life
September 9,2021

This conversation is the beginning of a series which is designed 
to be part of a yearlong conversation series. Asian Confluence, 
a third space initiative is determined to recover grassroots 
voices about the tragedy of Indian partition and the resilience 
of the Indian nation and its citizens in the making of modern 
India. Prof. B.B. Dutta was from a generation of partition 
survivors who had risen from the grassroots and contributed 
immensely to the making of post Partition India.  The  ASCON 
Conversation series  of Asian Confluence hosted this talk to  
celebrate 75 years of our independence and reminisce about 75 
years of Indian partition.

Speakers

● Dr. B.B. Dutta, Former Member of Parliament (Rajya 
Sabha)

● Dr Binayak Dutta, Honourable Senior Fellow, Asian 
Confluence

  AsCon Conversations is a series of conversations curated by the Asian Confluence aimed to elicit the 
topics of importance with experts who can add a more nuanced view of the subject at hand. Topics 
covered include culture, diplomacy, neighbourhood, economy and soft power. 

Podcasts

Indo Pacific Podcast

This podcast series attempts broaden our understanding on the 
contemporary issues of the Indo-Pacific, specifically focusing on 
the India-Australia-Japan trilateral. These issues include climate 
change, maritime affairs and development, education etc.
The premier episode of the series shall focus on the supply chain 
resilience initiative, wherein, we shall analyze different dynamics 
of SCRI, and its impact on the region. 

Speaker: 
Natasha Jha Bhaskar, General Manager, Newland Global Group

https://bit.ly/3BAddFz
https://bit.ly/2ZK1QxK


Ground Speak is a platform for those whose voices primarily remain unheard for. This initiative 
seeks to bring up the narrative and establish a new normal wherein the realities of the ground 
become the fundamental base for discussions and deliberations on grander stages. Through Ground 
Speak, Asian Confluence has reached out to people such as grassroots entrepreneurs working with 
local craftsmen and artisans and trying to provide them with a platform to share their experiences 
while working as a businessperson. Thus, Ground Speak has endeavored to reach the grassroots to 
amplify voices of budding and social entrepreneurs.

Mr Arunava Bose,
Travel Blogger and Author 

Ghumchakkar Diaries

Mr Afzal Ahmed, Carpet Maker and 
Seller, Bhadohi UP

Mrs Priti Aggarwal
Founder, Kalakriti

https://bit.ly/3buOHec
https://bit.ly/3Byo3Me
https://bit.ly/3Boaxe4


  NADI (Natural Allies in Development and Interdependence) Conversations, is our ongoing initiative, 
which includes a series of webinars and lectures on the common theme to highlight the narrative of a 
celebration of the common riverine and civilizational heritage of the nations and people in the Ganga 
Brahmaputra Meghna (GBM) Basin.

NADI Conversations
Kindly click on the respective banners to watch proceedings

Chittagong Through the Ages

April 24, 2021

Chittagong is the second-largest city in Bangladesh and one of the 
oldest seaports in the world. It has had a chequered and interesting 
past and has been subject to many invasions. As a gateway of trade to 
South Asia this has been an ancient port city, with a recorded history 
dating back to the 4th century BC. It is also marked out on the 
Ptolemy's world map created in the 2nd century as one of the most 
impressive ports in the East. In this conversation we talked about the 
influence of history in shaping the city as we know it today, the 
influence of the Port of Chittagong in the North East of India and the 
countries in the Bay of Bengal and Chittagong’s role in the Ganga- 
Brahmaputra Meghna Basin and its role in the current IndoPacific 
Situation. 
Speakers:
Professor Suchandra Ghosh, Department of History, University of 
Hyderabad. 
Ms. Nilova Roy Chaudhury Senior Journalist and Editor, Society for 
Policies Study.

Riverfront Development Projects: The Potential Outcomes

October 9,2021

Many major cities of the world have mostly been developed along rivers.   
Riverfront Development Projects world wide have provided a major 
impetus to the economic and cultural life of these cities. However 
sustainability and maintaining ecological integrity while undertaking 
such development requires delicate balance  in design. This 
conversation will bring in experts from the fields of engineering , urban 
development and conservation to discuss some of the river front 
development projects in India highlighting both their potential  as well 
as the challenges they pose
Speakers
Dr. Prem Singh Rana Chairman, Board of Governors, Construction 
Industry Development Council (CIDC), India.
Professor C. R Babu, Professor Emeritus & Ex-Pro-Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Delhi

https://www.facebook.com/AsianConfluence/videos/519300332421395/
https://bit.ly/2ZzyWRd


Kindly click on the respective banners to watch proceedings

#ASCON Webinars

  Impact of Myanmar Crisis on North-East India
 June 17, 2021.
The Delhi Policy Group and Asian Confluence jointly hosted 
a webinar to discuss the issues associated with the Myanmar 
crisis and its effects on the North East India.  It brought 
together academics, civil society activists, media personnel 
and policy makers to discuss. The theme of this conversation 
discussed the strategies that can be taken to protect our 
North East and also how India as neighbours can be of 
support to Myanmar in this crucial period with support from 
the other neighbouring countries.

  In the last few months, we hosted several webinars scoping for ideas to strengthen India’s voice in 
multilateral cooperation at a time when collaborative regional multilateralism is needed the most We 
covered a lot of ground across the Meghna Basin, and our neighbourhood.

The Regional Alumni Dialogue Finale held on April 
21,2021 focussed on various issues such as Creating 
networks and frameworks for Sustainable Infrastructure 
in the Indo-Pacific with emphasis on the Bay of Bengal 
region, the Digital Connectivity and Ecommerce: 
Facilitating Innovation and cross-border Collaborations 
in the post COVID19 world.

Regional Alumni Dialogue Finale
April 21,2021

The session discussed the present status of cooperation in 
the Meghna river basin and what has been done the 
specific opportunities for operationalising benefit sharing 
opportunities at the sub-basin level and between 
Bangladesh and India in the Meghna river basin and the 
role of CSOs in this. Sabyasachi Dutta Executive Director 
Asian Confluence presented a paper on the transboundary 
cooperation and its findings to the forum.

Trans-Boundary Cooperation in the Meghna 
Basin: Potential and Challenges Hosted by the 
Meghna Knowledge Forum, IUCN Asia
June 22,2021

https://www.facebook.com/AsianConfluence/videos/838534976761031/
https://bit.ly/3pRnU4h
https://bit.ly/3EscCHO


  

Ongoing Projects

The U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata and Asian Confluence, are 
collaborating to implement a unique project that proposes to 
promote cultural collaborations amongst institutions, entities 
and individuals across the Indo-Pacific countries of India 
(emphasis on East and North East states), Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Philippines and ,Cambodia, by means 
of organising a Conclave in Kolkata, West Bengal, India, 
followed by a Retreat at Shillong, Meghalaya, India. The project 
aims to have a unique interweaving of culture, history, 
literature, art forms and policy, strategy and negotiations to 
trigger policy discussions that help to promote a free, open, 
prosperous, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. 

Cultural performances, installations will directly influence the 
content and contour of the policy discussions and will be 
weaved round the sounds and flows that emerge out of the art 
and cultural presentations. It hopes to create an interface 
between art, culture and policy space so as to look, feel and 
touch beyond the usual spaces that policymakers engage with. 
In other words, the project will attempt to create a vision of 
the Indo-Pacific geography that connects the heart, mind and 
the senses.

❖ Academy for Women Entrepreneurs (AWE) - Strengthening Women 
Entrepreneurship in North East India

 

A two Day Workshop on women entrepreneurship that Asian 
Confluence organised in collaboration with the U.S. Consulate, 
Kolkata in Nagaland was held on August 18-19,2021.  The 
Meghalaya event, on September 21-22, 2021 was a culmination 
workshop for the women entrepreneurs from Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya and Assam. The final AWE workshop in Manipur was 
held on September 28-29, 2021, in partnership with JCRE Skill 
Solutions, Manipur These workshops are a part of the first ever 
Academy of Women Entrepreneurs (AWE) programme in India 
that Asian Confluence is implementing in collaboration with the 
U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata.

The project aims to enhance and strengthen women 
entrepreneurship in the North East states of India by connecting 
and training identified women entrepreneurs and building a 
network of committed partners. Specific objectives which will 
include training more than 50 emerging women entrepreneurs 
across five states of northeast India on business ideas, planning 
and communication skills, fostering networks that will provide an 
access to peer-to-peer mentorship, business partners, and 
scaling opportunities for these entrepreneurs. The main focus of 
the workshops were to  strengthen and fine-tune the business 
plans developed during the DreamBuilder programme. These 
included a session on Business Pitch delivery. There were also 
some exciting interactive sessions with successful women 
entrepreneurs from all the states. As part of the workshop, the 
identification of those entrepreneurs who will go on to participate 
at the Kolkata Bootcamp at a later date was also discussed.

 

❖ Call for Ideas

https://www.asianconfluence.org/projects/culture
https://bit.ly/3pVHJYf
https://bit.ly/3jNSwA4


Publications

A Prosperous Indo-Pacific: Enhancing Cooperation in
India’s Northeast and Eastern Neighbourhood
Conference Report and Summary of Recommendations

The Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Australian
Consulate-General in Kolkata hosted a one day dialogue
on the theme: “A Prosperous Indo-Pacific: Enhancing
Cooperation in India’s Northeast and Eastern Neighbourhood”
on July 28th 2021. 
The North Eastern region of India along with
the sub-Himalayan Eastern neighbours Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Bhutan and Nepal constitutes a compact “mountain to sea”
geography, the stability and prosperity of which is an important
component toward realizing the vision of a prosperous, free
and open Indo-Pacific region.

ASEAN INDIA DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAMME 
Outcome Document

In the year 2022, ASEAN-India relations will complete three 
decades. It is time not only to reflect on the journey of 
friendship and cooperation covered so far but also to chart the 
course of the future. The changing winds of global geopolitics 
combined with the tectonic shift induced by the pandemic 
demand innovative solutions to the challenges to our ecology, 
economy and security. While at the level of governments and 
businesses, there are several initiatives underway, the scale of 
opportunities that an even more vibrant ASEANIndia 
collaboration requires more champions on the ground.It is 
towards this that the Asian Confluence in Shillong, India, the 
ASEAN Studies Centre of ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore and the ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS, New Delhi 
conducted the first week-long online training and capacity 
building programme titled “ASEAN India Development 
Partnership Programme (AIDPP)” from 16th to 20th August 
2021.

https://bit.ly/3BzNr46
https://bit.ly/3mqEy8W
https://bit.ly/3BvATLl


Publications

Sovereign and ‘Tribesmen’ in Jungleterry: Augustus 
Cleveland and the Birth of Tribal Policy in
Early Colonial Bengal
Dr. Nandini Bhattacharyya-Panda
D.Phil (Oxon), Distinguished Fellow, Asian Confluence

This monograph is about Augustus Cleveland- the architect of tribal 
policy in early colonial India. The tribal institutions, conceived and 
introduced by Cleveland had served as model in colonial India. This 
model also provided the essential foundation for tribal policies in 
postcolonial India. Clevelands’s brief yet significant career in a remote 
place in the then Bengal called Jungleterry witnessed birth of the tribal 
policy during the foundational phase of British rule in India.

Development of North Eastern Indian Region: 
India-Japan Collaboration for Connectivity, 
Commerce, Capacity Building, Culture and 
Conservation 
Report and Recommendations

The Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Embassy of 
Japan, New Delhi hosted a one-day dialogue on the theme: 
“Development of North Eastern Indian Region: Indo-Japan 
Collaboration for Connectivity, Commerce, Capacity Building, 
Culture and Conservation” on 5th March 2021. 

https://bit.ly/3BzNr46
https://bit.ly/3vDAPrB
https://bit.ly/3pU5LTn


Publications

Between Myth and Reality’:  Demystifying Citizenship 
(Amendment)  
Binayak Dutta, Hon. Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence
 Faculty, Department of History, 
North- Eastern Hill University, Shillong

The persecution and displacement of religious minorities from 
countries sharing border with India, viz Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan have become the focus of intense debate and 
demonstration in north-east India following the passage of the 
Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019. These responses to the Act 
are centred around certain myths. 

Riverfront Development Projects: The Potential 
Outcomes

The purpose of this conversation was to understand 
the pros and cons of riverfront development and how 
has it affected the natural ecology of the river. By 
understanding the debate between conservation and 
urbanization it will give us an opportunity to explore 
the methods and means to urbanize and conserve the 
environment at the same time.

 Chittagong Through the Ages

Chittagong is the second-largest city in Bangladesh and one of the 
oldest seaports in the world. It has had a chequered and 
interesting past and has been subject to many invasions. As a 
gateway of trade to South Asia this has been an ancient port city, 
with a recorded history dating back to the 4th century BC. In this 
conversation we talked about the influence of history in shaping 
the city as we know it today, the influence of the Port of 
Chittagong in the North East of India and the countries in the Bay 
of Bengal and Chittagong’s role in the Ganga- Brahmaputra 
Meghna Basin and its role in the current IndoPacific Situation. 

https://bit.ly/3BzNr46
https://bit.ly/3EmouLw
https://bit.ly/3GH6qxu
https://bit.ly/3buNGmI


Media Mentions

  

 Indian Council of World Affairs held its 19th meeting of the Governing Council and 20th 
meeting of the Governing Body where the Honourable Vice President of India Shri Venkaiah 
Naidu expressed his appreciation for ICWA’s efforts to work with like-minded institutions, 
think tanks and universities to build complementarities and explore synergy which among 
other organizations which included Asian Confluence Shillong.
Press Release issued by the Secretariat of Vice President of India following the 20th Meeting 
of the ICWA Governing Body and the 19th Meeting of the ICWA Governing Council, 3 July 2021 
- Indian Council of World Affairs (Government of India)

In order to strengthen the people to people and institutional linkages, the Asian Confluence, 
India, the ASEAN Studies Centre of ISEAS- Yusof Ishak Institute, and the ASEAN-India Centre 
at the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi launched 
their first joint programme entitled “ASEAN-India Development Partnership Programme 
(AIDPP)”, a training and capacity building programme for scholars and practitioners of 
ASEAN countries and India. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/indian-asean-think-tanks-join-hands-to
-prepare-for- 30th-anniversary- 
celebrations/articleshow/85589456.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text
&utm_camp aign=cppst

Connecting northeast India and Bay of Bengal countries with a resilient and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific is important for the region’s continued economic development. Through 
enhanced connectivity and trade, the northeast can become a gateway to neighbouring and 
ASEAN countries”. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indian-australian-japanese-experts-e
xplore-ideas- to-connect-northeast-with-indo- 
pacific/articleshow/84828701.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm
_campaign= cppst

Australia India Partnerships for Development in North East India as a part of a Prosperous 
Indo Pacific The Asian Confluence, a leading Indian think tank headquartered in Shillong, in 
collaboration with the Australian Consulate-General Kolkata.
https://thepolicytimes.com/australia-india-partnerships-for-development-in-north-east-in
dia-as-a-part- of-a-prosperous-indo-pacific/

Huge potential, yet Meghna basin gets little attention: Experts
The benefit sharing of the Meghna basin can drive the Indo-Bangla economic and political 
relations and bring prosperity to the region, say water management experts and 
stakeholders.
Sabyasachi Dutta, executive director of Asian Confluence, India East Asia Centre, said the 
lack of basin level institutions, wide approach, data and harmonised river basin policies are 
the gaps and barriers for joint exploration.
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/huge-potential-yet-meghna-basin-gets-little-attention-
experts- 264787

 

https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=2&ls_id=6140&lid=4219
https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=2&ls_id=6140&lid=4219
https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=2&ls_id=6140&lid=4219
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/indian-asean-think-tanks-join-hands-to-prepare-for-
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Media Mentions

About Asian Confluence
  Asian Confluence is a Think Tank Institute and Cultural Center, headquartered in 
Shillong, India. Asian Confluence as an institution aims to define and empower the 
‘Third Space’ towards creating better understanding of the Eastern South Asian region 
in the larger context of the Indo Pacific and East Asian regions keeping the North 
Eastern region of India at the epicenter.

For more information log on to www.asianconfluence.org
@AsianConfluence@AsianConfluence@AsianConfluence@AsianConfluence

 

Connectivity is necessary in realizing our common goal of a prosperous Indo-Pacific said 
India’s Secretary East Riva Ganguly Das on Wednesday. “Connectivity is necessary in 
realizing our common goal of a prosperous Indo-Pacific. Our Indo-Pacific vision builds on 
India’s Act East policy and the doctrine of SAGAR announced by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2014 and 2015 respectively,” the Secretary East stated
https://www.indianewsnetwork.com/20210728/-connectivity-necessary-in-realizing-goal-o
f-prosperous- indo-pacific-mea-secretary

China’s attempt to bulldoze its influence in Bangladesh and Myanmar is raising an important 
question- should countries along the Bay of Bengal rim become part of an expanded 
Indo-Pacific Quad, which currently comprises India, Japan, Australia and the United States. 
https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=834205

Funded by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the Department, the Indian 
AWE program is administered through a partnership between the U.S. Consulate in Kolkata 
and Asian Confluence, a Meghalaya-based think tank. Using the DreamBuilder program, a 
13-week online business course that covers planning, marketing, pricing, management, 
accounting, managing risk, funding, setting goals, and more, AWE teaches women 
entrepreneurs what it takes to transform their dreams into reality. 
https://theshillongtimes.com/2021/08/29/women-entrepreneurs-from-the-north-east-brea
king-paths/
 
 

https://www.asianconfluence.org/pdf/1592908300Policy%20Brief%2001.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2dS-E9l1EOnIEK9qXolxMyqkx509bnxlhanl9LR8OotVqIWl0W8SShgbQ
https://www.asianconfluence.org/
https://www.indianewsnetwork.com/20210728/-connectivity-necessary-in-realizing-goal-of-prosperous-
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