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Introduction 

 

The vision of a free, open and prosperous Indo-Pacific is fast taking center-stage in 

the collective view of the global strategic community. The United States of America, 

Australia, India and Japan (QUAD) have introduced their vision of Indo-Pacific cooperation. 

There is an agreement on several common denominators: that the region is one with great 

potential for trade, being naturally connected by shared waters, shared civilisation and shared 

values of respecting sovereignty, trust and freedom for inclusive growth. In a recently 

published interview, the Australian High Commissioner to India Barry O'Farrell said “Power 

and wealth is shifting from the Atlantic to the Indo-Pacific. The Indian Ocean continues to be 

responsible for half of global trade, and it is important to each of the players in the QUAD. 

China’s change of attitude in recent times probably has, to some extent, created an extra 

incentive, but I think the glue was there before”. 
i
 

 
QUAD partnership has gained new dimensions along these lines transcending security 

lens. Initiatives such as the QUAD vaccine partnership, the QUAD climate change working 

group and the QUAD Critical and Emerging Technology Working Group were announced at 

the QUAD virtual summit held on March 12 2021.
ii
 India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative 

(IPOI) launched in November 2019 identified 7 pillars including and beyond maritime 

security: maritime ecology; maritime resources; capacity building and resource sharing; 

disaster risk reduction and management; science, technology and academic cooperation; 

trade, connectivity and maritime transport.
iii

 Japan confirmed its “willingness to discuss 

concrete cooperation based on the initiative” in November 2019
iv

 and “agreed to be the lead 

partner in the connectivity pillar” in October 2020. Subsequently, France and Australia have 

also shown interest becoming partners in IPOI. India is leading the maritime domain 

awareness and disaster management pillars. Australia is leading the maritime security pillar. 

 
The vision is also gaining momentum and a number of countries beyond the QUAD. 

In June 2019, ASEAN released its Indo-Pacific vision, namely, the ASEAN Outlook on the 

Indo-Pacific (AOIP). Smaller nations in the region such as Sri Lanka have supported the idea 

that an Indo-Pacific vision should look beyond just security.
v
 And Germany , the Netherlands 

and France have come up with their own Indo-Pacific visions. Bilateral, trilateral or 

multilateral cooperation between the QUAD-plus nations to enhance collaboration on 

connectivity with conservation, commerce and capacity building with gender equity, carry 

enormous potential for realising this vision. 

 
Against this larger backdrop, India’s North-Eastern states and sub-Himalayan eastern 

neighbours carry great significance. 
vi

 The region lies at the epicenter of a sensitive and 

compact “mountain to sea ecosystem” ranging from the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal. If 

we were to draw a leaf from history, before to the partition of India, the GDP of the region 

was higher than the rest of India. Cooperation on connectivity at both a sub-national level and 
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international level between the countries of the Bay of Bengal is a necessary building block 

for a prosperous Indo-Pacific. The northeast is India’s gateway to the ASEAN region. Trade 

and associated capacity building created through this connectivity carry great significance. 

As an example of bilateral cooperation, recent times have witnessed significant 

collaboration between India and Japan for enhanced connectivity in the region.
vii

 In a recent 

dialogue organised by the Asian Confluence, the Japanese ambassador to India said: 

“Yaramaika” or the spirit of “let’s give it a try” and a spirit of “let’s do it” can catapult growth 

led by entrepreneurial minds from the region. The role of the states in North-Eastern India in 

this regard is gaining added significance.
viii

 The most recently launched Feni Bridge 

connecting the Indian remote state of Tripura to Bangladesh shortening the distance to the 

port of Chittagong is a striking example of a game-changer
ix

. The need of the hour is to 

convert such connectivity corridors to prosperous trade corridors for inclusive bottom-up 

growth. The creation of value chains for generating livelihood and growth from local 

produce, attracting further investment in soft and hard infrastructure is a definite way 

forward
x
. 

 
The Asian Confluence in collaboration with the Australian Consulate in Kolkata, will 

hold an online dialogue on the theme: A Prosperous Indo-Pacific: Enhancing Cooperation in 

India’s Northeast and Eastern Neighbourhood to discuss the evolving dimensions in trade and 

connectivity in the region and the specific role of India-Australia cooperation along with 

other nations, north east India and India ASEAN engagement in the focus 

 
The aim of this dialogue would be the following: 

a) Highlight the on-going strides made in QUAD cooperation beyond the “security 

provider” narrative to highlight areas of connectivity with conservation and inclusive 

trade. 

b) The significance of connectivity in the Eastern and North-Eastern region along with 

eastern neighbours in ASEAN, at both sub-national and international levels as an 

essential component of a free, open, connected, inclusive and prosperous Indo- 

Pacific. 

c) How to create value chains based on this connectivity as an essential enabler for 

growth in this region. 

d) Highlight possibilities of India-Australia bilateral cooperation in this regard and how 

they would directly benefit the people of the region. Further, ideate and brainstorm 

with experts on projects that can be implemented based on QUAD and QUAD-plus 

collaboration at a bilateral, trilateral or multilateral level, linking top-down macro and 

bottom-up micro viewpoints. 

e) Be part of a larger process to create a “Third Space” community of champions in 

academia, policymaking, businesses and civil society on the opportunities presented 

by QUAD plus cooperation in the Indo-Pacific and its direct tangible benefits to the 

people in the region. 
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AGENDA 

10: 00 to 10: 45: Inaugural Session: Setting the theme 

A Prosperous Indo-Pacific: Enhancing Cooperation in India’s 

Northeast and Eastern Neighbourhood 

 Welcome : Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director , Asian Confluence

 Opening Remarks: Mr. M.P. Bezbaruah, Chairman, Governing Council Asian 

Confluence and former member North Eastern Council.

 Inaugural Address: H.E. Barry O’Farrell, Australian High Commissioner to India

 Keynote  Address:  Amb.  Riva  Ganguly  Das  ,  Secretary  (East), Ministry of 

External Affairs , India

 

Brief Interaction with Audience, Q&A 

10:45 – 12:00: Session 1 :Panel Discussion: Decoding Geo-

economics: How the Australia-India partnership can propel 

QUAD engagement in India’s Northeast and Eastern 

Neighbourhood 

 
This session deliberates upon the QUAD framework and its geo-economic implications. 

Speakers will dwell ways to develop an understanding of the evolving idea of the QUAD 

framework. How Australia and India can deepen their partnership to engage ASEAN 

countries with NER as a springboard? 

 

Moderator: Amb. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa IFS (Retd.) Former Amb. To Japan and 

Member Governing Council, Asian Confluence 

 

Panelists: 

 Ms. Sonia Arakkal, Policy Fellow, Perth USAsia Centre

 Prof. Prabir De, ASEAN India Center, RIS, India

 Mr. Kengo Akamine, Senior Representative, JICA, India

 Dr. Shristi Pukhrem, Senior Research Fellow, India Foundation

 Mr. Dipanjan Roy Chowdhury, Diplomatic Editor The Economic Times

 

Q&A 
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12:00 – 13:15: Session 2: Trade and Connectivity and value  

chains in India’s Northeast Region and Eastern Neighbourhood 

Connectivity, trade and regional value chains between India and neighbours in the Bay of 

Bengal and ASEAN region is a key component of a prosperous Indo Pacific. This session 

looks at perspectives on contours of trade and connectivity in India’s northeast region and 

neighbouring countries to discuss practical ways of enhancing cooperation and coordination 

to boost trade between India’s northeast and neighbouring countries. How can the QUAD 

partnership, and Australia India engagements support this? 

 
 

Chair: Amb. Anil Wadhwa, IFS(Retd.) Former Secretary (East), Ministry of External 

Affairs. 

 

Speakers: 

 Mr. Tim White, Trade and Investment Commissioner, Austrade.

 Dr. K.K Dwivedi, IAS, Principal Secretary to the Government of Assam 

Industries & Commerce Department, Assam.

 Mr K. Moses Chalai, IAS, Secretary North Eastern Council

 Ms. Debdatta Nandwani, Lead Consultant, East India Trade Advisors

 

 Mr Rudra Chatterjee, Managing Director Luxmi Group and Chairman Obetee

 

 Ms Jahnabi Phookan, Director, Assam Bengal Navigation Company, JTI Group 

Q&A

 

13:15 – 13:30: Concluding Session: The Way Forward 

Vote of Thanks: 

 Ms. Rowan Ainsworth, Australian Consul General, Kolkata
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BIOGRAPHS OF SPEAKERS AND CHAIRS 

( in order of the program) 

 
Mr. M.P. Bezbaruah 

Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence 
 

Madan Prasad Bezbaruah served as member of the North East and 

belongs to an illustrious family with a civil service background. He has 

held important government positions in the North Eastern Council – 

Assam and Meghalaya and in the Government of India. He was 

Secretary to the Government of Assam in the Departments of 

Education, Health, Industries and Finance, Chairman of the Assam 

State Electricity Board and the Home Secretary of Assam from 

January 1986 to August 1990. 

During 1990 to 1994, he was Minister (Economic) in the High Commission of India, London. 

From 1997 to 2001, he served as the Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, and Government of 

India. He also served as the Principal Adviser in the Planning Commission of India and was 

Banking Ombudsman for the Reserve Bank of India. After retirement, he was conferred the 

Honorary Permanent Representative of World Tourism Organisation (WTO). 

 
The Hon Barry O’Farrell AO 

High Commissioner of Australia to India 
 

Mr O’Farrell served in the Parliament of New South Wales from 1995 

to 2015, including as the State’s 43rd Premier between 2011 and 2014. 

As Premier, Mr. O’Farrell initiated and led annual trade missions to 

India to promote economic, cultural and social links between New 

South Wales and the states of India. He has also served as NSW’s 

Special Envoy for India and has made a significant contribution as the 

Deputy Chair of the Australia India Council Board. Mr. O’Farrell has a 

Bachelor of Arts from the Australian National University, Canberra. Born in Melbourne, Mr. 

O’Farrell grew up in Darwin. He is married to Rosemary and they have two adult sons. 

 

Ms. Riva Ganguly Das, IFS 

Secretary (East), Ministry of External Affairs 
 

Ms. Riva Ganguly Das joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1986.  

She is a Post Graduate in Political Science from Delhi University. 

Prior to joining the Foreign Service, she was a Lecturer at Delhi 

University. Her first posting was in Spain. Thereafter, she was at 

Headquarters dealing with External Publicity, Nepal and 

Passport/Visa work. She was Head of the Cultural Wing of the Indian 

High Commission in Dhaka.  After  her  return from  Dhaka, she took 

over as Director at the United Nations Economic and Social Affairs Division and participated 

in  environmental  negotiations,  particularly climate  change.  She was  the  Deputy Chief of 
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Mission in the Embassy of India, The Hague. She was also the Alternate Permanent 

Representative of India to the Organisation for Prohibition of Chemical Weapons at The 

Hague. She served as Consul General of India in Shanghai from 2008 to 2012. After her 

return from China, she headed the Public Diplomacy Division and later the Latin America & 

Caribbean Division in the Ministry of External Affairs. She was Ambassador of India to 

Romania with concurrent accreditation to Albania & Moldova and thereafter served as India's 

Consul General in New York.Ms. Das most recently served as High Commissioner of India  

to Bangladesh. Before joining as HC Dhaka, she was Director General, Indian Council for 

Cultural Relations (ICCR). She speaks Bengali, Hindi, English and Spanish. 

 
Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, 

Executive Director, Asian Confluence 

 

Sabyasachi Dutta is founder Director of the Asian Confluence, 

India East Asia, Center headquartered at Shillong, Meghalaya in 

North East India. Sabyasachi brings a unique combination of 

experiences to push this initiative: A deep and insightful stint of 

rural development in the North East and Eastern India where he 

set up a chain of 80 primary schools using the model of 

community participation propelled by youth leadership; A 

successful career spanning 12 years in the Silicon Valley, California USA in cutting edge 

technology, innovation and entrepreneurship , having held important positions in large 

corporations such as SONY Corp as well as successful startups, and he hold several patents; 

He is a long time avid student of Indian Culture, Philosophy ,Public policy and International 

Relations. Sabyasachi continues to facilitate cultural programs, exchange programs, talks, 

discussions and symposia with scholars and leaders of culture and thought, from India and 

abroad as part of the the Asian Confluence. 

 
Ambassador Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa IFS (Retd.) 

Former Amb. To Japan and Member Governing Council, 

Asian Confluence 

Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa has been a distinguished career 

diplomat who joined the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) in 1979 

and retired in December 2015. A graduate from Madras 

University, she has an undergraduate degree in Chemistry and a 

post graduate degree in English Literature. She has served as 

Ambassador of India to Japan (2012-2015), Qatar (2009-2012) 

and Sweden (2005-2009). She was concurrently accredited as 

Ambassador to Latvia (from Stockholm), and Republic of the Marshall Islands (from Tokyo). 

During her career, she has also held other significant assignments in Geneva, Hong Kong, 

China, The Netherlands, the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Ministry of 

External Affairs. In the course of her career spanning over 36 years, she has handled a wide 

swathe of issues and subjects related to India’s relations with key countries such as Pakistan, 

China, and Japan; participated in international conferences and negotiations related to climate 

change, sustainable development, disarmament and human rights and was instrumental in the 

active promotion of India’s economic interests in areas of trade, technology, investments and 
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energy security during postings in Europe, the GCC and Japan. Deepa Gopalan is 

Chairperson of the India-Japan Friendship Forum, Member Governing Council of the 

Institute of Chinese Studies and is on the Governing Council of the Asian Confluence based 

in Shillong. 

 

Ms. Sonia Arakkal, Policy Fellow, Perth USAsia Centre 

 

Sonia Arakkal is a Policy Fellow at the Perth US Asia Centre. In 

addition to planning and coordinating a range of program and 

research initiatives, Sonia directs the Centre's India programs and 

convenes policy workshops focused on Australia- India relations. 

Sonia was previously a political staffer for state and federal 

parliamentarians. In these roles she provided strategic advice to 

politicians on state and national level policy priorities, 

maintained and managed relationships with multinational business, peak body and academic 

stakeholders and formed a sophisticated understanding of parliamentary processes in 

Canberra. Prior to this Sonia was a Management Consultant in Nous Group’s public policy 

practice in both Melbourne and Perth. There she led complex research, analysis and policy 

development projects for government clients across Australia. She also has experience in 

lobbying having worked at Hawker Britton as an analyst, providing strategic government 

relations briefs for corporate clients on financial policy, regulatory reform and cross- 

jurisdictional analysis of economic policy. Sonia’s opinion pieces have been published in The 

Age, Sydney Morning Herald and online. She offers commentary in the media, most recently 

on ABC Radio National and ABC‟s The Drum. Sonia has a degree in law and international 

relations with honours from the Australian National University 

 
 

Prof. Prabir De, ASEAN India Center, RIS, India 

 

Dr. Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information 

System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He works 

in the field of international economics and has research 

interests in international trade and development. He was a 

Visiting Fellow of the Institute of Developing Economies 

(IDE-JETRO), Japan; Asian Development Bank Institute 

(ADBI), Tokyo; and Visiting Senior Fellow of United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok. He 

obtained Ph.D. in Economics from the Jadavpur University, Kolkata. He has contributed 

several research papers in international journals and written books on trade and development. 

His recent book includes Act East to Act Indo-Pacific: India’s Expanding Neighbourhood, 

published by the Knowledge World in 2020; an edited volume (with Selim Raihan) Trade and 

Regional Integration in South Asia: A Tribute to Saman Kelegama, published by the Springer 

in 2020; and an edited volume (with Ajitava Raychaudhuri and Suranjan Gupta) World Trade 

and India: Multilateralism, Progress and Policy Response, published by Sage in 2021. In 

2020, he edited a flagship Report ASEAN-India Development Cooperation Report: Avenues 

for Cooperation in Indo-Pacific. He is the Founding Editor of the Journal of Asian Economic 

Integration, published by Sage. 
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Mr Kengo Akamine, Senior Representative, JICA 
 

Mr. Akamine graduated from Waseda University, Tokyo 

majoring in Development Economics in 2005. He joined Japan 

International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and engaged in 

operation for India in the same year being based in Tokyo. In 

2010 he was the representative in JICA Peru Office. In 2015 he 

was deputed to Cabinet Secretariat, Government of Japan and 

engaged in promotion of High-Quality Infrastructure.  

From 2017 till present he is the Senior Representative in JICA India Office, in charge of 

overall operation especially in water & sanitation, power, forestry, agriculture, and human 

resources development sectors 

 
 

Dr Shrishti Pukhrem Senior Research Fellow, India 

Foundation 

 

Dr. Shristi Pukhrem is a Senior Research Fellow at India 

Foundation, a New Delhi based think tank. She has been 

awarded doctorate from the Centre of South Asian Studies, 

School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi. Her PhD thesis titled as “India's Connectivity with 

South-East Asia: The Economic and Security Implications of 

the Asian Highway”. Earlier she has worked as a Researcher at the Institute for Defence 

Studies and Analysis (IDSA), New Delhi. She is also a Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) 

holder in Political Science, awarded by the University Grants Commission, India. Her areas 

of research and interest cover India-ASEAN relations, India and Southeast Asia relations, 

Act-East Policy. She has served as a Visiting Scholar at the ASEAN Studies Centre, 

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok in April 2016. She was also selected as one of the 

Canberra Fellows, March 2019 during which she participated in the Trilateral Canberra 

Fellowship held in Australia. 
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Mr Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury, Diplomatic Editor The 

Economic Times 
 

Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury, is a Sr Assistant Editor with The 

Economic Times, Delhi and writes on foreign and strategic 

affairs for the daily. A journalist since 2001, Dipanjan has been 

posted in Jammu and Kashmir and traveled extensively in 

India's Northeast to cover insurgency in the past. As a reporter 

for foreign affairs Dipanjan has traveled to various parts of the 

world on key assignments including Summits, Prime Ministerial and Presidential visits and 

developments in India's neighbourhood. A US State Department IVLP fellow in 2015, he has 

been on fellowships to Germany and Taiwan. 

 

Ambassador Anil Wadhwa, IFS(Retd.) Former Secretary 

(East), Ministry of External Affairs 

 

Ambassador Anil Wadhwa was a member of the India Foreign 

Service from 1979-2017 and has served as the Indian  

Ambassador to Italy, Thailand, Oman and Poland. As Secretary 

(East) in the Ministry of External Affairs of India he oversaw 

relations with South East Asia, Gulf and West Asia, Pacific and 

Australasia. He has served as the Indian Ambassador and 

Permanent Representative to FAO, IFAD, WFP, UNESCAP and 

worked with the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in The 

Hague heading the Government Relations and Political Affairs and Media and Public Affairs 

Branches. He has served as India’s chief delegate TO THE East Asia Summit, ASEAN- 

India, ASEM, Asian Cooperation Dialogue, the Arab League, Mekong Ganga Cooperation, 

and ARF meetings. Ambassador Wadhwa’s previous postings include stints with the Indian 

Permanent Mission to the United Nations in Geneva, twice to the Indian Embassy in Beijing, 

and in the Commission of India in Hong Kong. He has led a CII task force for writing the 

Australia Economic Strategy report for the Indian government. Ambassador Wadhwa is 

currently a Distinguished fellow with the Vivekananda International Foundation, New Delhi 

and serves as an Independent Director on the Boards of some corporate firms. 

 
 

Mr. Tim White, Trade and Investment Commissioner, 

Austrade. 

 

Tim manages Austrade’s flagship trade and investment 

promotion program in India the Australia-India Business 

Exchange (AIBX). AIBX is a digital-first and partner-driven 

program that aims to build two-way business literacy and driver 

commercial outcomes  in  priority  sectors,  including agrifood, 

mining & resources, infrastructure and education. Tim also leads Austrade’s Marketing and 

Mining & Resources teams in South Asia and manages Austrade’s New Delhi and Kolkata, 

and  Dhaka  posts.  Previously Tim  served  with  Austrade  in  Greater  China  where  he led 
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Austrade’s Healthcare team and managed the agency’s West China presence. Tim also 

worked for more than 10 years with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade across roles 

in China and Canberra. He holds degrees in Law with Honours) and Asian Studies from the 

Australian National University. 

 

Dr K.K Dwivedi, IAS, Principal Secretary to the 

Government of Assam Industries & Commerce Department, 

Assam 

 

Dr. K. K. Dwivedi is an Indian Administrative Service Officer 

of Assam -Meghalaya Cadre of 1996 Batch. Since then, he has 

served the Government of Assam in various capacities. Dr. 

Dwivedi started his career as Assistant Commissioner, 

Goalpara. He was the S.D.O. (Civil) in Dhemaji and Barpeta. 

From 2004-2012, Dr. Dwivedi was the Deputy Commissioner in Sivasagar, Tinsukia and 

Dibrugarh district. From 2012-16, he was the Commissioner, Panchayat and Rural 

Development and Chief Executive Officer, FREMA. Since 2016, he was the Commissioner 

and Secretary to the Government of Assam, Industries and Commerce, IT, Science and 

Technology, Personnel, Administrative Reforms &Training, Irrigation and Public  

Enterprises. He has also served as the Commissioner of Industries and Commerce and 

Managing Director, Assam Industrial Development Corporation Limited. 

Presently, Dr. K.K. Dwivedi is serving as the Principal Secretary to the Government of 

Assam, Industries & Commerce, Transport, Act East Policy Affairs & Skill, Employment & 

Entrepreneurship, Mines & Mineral Department and Managing Director, Assam Hydro 

Carbon and Energy Corporation Ltd. 

 

Mr. K. Moses Chalai, IAS, Secretary North Eastern Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ms Debdatta Nandwani, Lead Consultant, East India Trade 

Advisors 

 

Armed with a post graduate degree in Political Science from 

Calcutta University and an alumnus of Harvard University where 

she studied Organizational Behaviour, Debdatta Nandwani, has 

been doing the balancing act between administration and 

international trade facilitation. She began her career with IT 

management  services  and  went  on  to  work  with  Dun  and 

Bradstreet, India, a world renowned business information and credit rating company and 

established their Eastern region office in Kolkata. Moving on, she joined the Federation of 
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Indian Export Organisations (FIEO), an apex body set up by Ministry of Commerce, 

Government of India, as Deputy Director General in 2009, engaged in international trade 

facilitation and trade promotion. She also served a short stint with Ernst & Young, as 

Director, Global Trade. She was nominated for the South Asia Women Entrepreneurs Forum 

which serves as a platform for catalyzing follow on activities to advance women’s 

entrepreneurship and leadership in the region and beyond, creating cross border linkages 

between women entrepreneurs and leaders throughout South Asia. In a career spanning 30 

years of cross functional responsibilities in various service sectors particularly related to 

international trade, she launched her consulting firm, East India Trade Advisors, in July 2020, 

providing advisory services in various aspects of International Trade. She has also recently 

been appointed “President” of the recently opened West Bengal Chapter of the Asian-African 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
 

 

 
Mr Rudra Chatterjee, Managing Director Luxmi Group and 

Chairman Obetee 

 

Rudra Chatterjee is the Chairman of Obeetee, India's largest 

carpet company. He is the Managing Director of Luxmi Tea Pvt. 

Ltd., a company growing 15 M KG of tea in Assam and West 

Bengal, and of Luxmi Township, that owns and develops real 

estate in Siliguri. In his previous role, Rudra worked in the New 

York office of Booz Allen Hamilton, a management consulting 

firm, and graduated from Columbia Business School. Rudra is adjunct faculty at IMI Kolkata 

and guest lecturer at IIM, Kolkata. He writes op-ed columns for The Statesman. Rudra is a 

director of Makaibari, Biswa Bangla Marketing Ltd., Banglar Dairy, Manor & Mews, UK  

and Haldia Petrochemicals Ltd. Currently he is the President of Indian Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

Ms Jahnabi Phookan, Director, Assam Bengal Navigation 

Company, JTI Group 

 
Jahnabi Phookan is the Immediate Past President of FICCI 

Ladies Organization (FLO), women’s wing of the apex industry 

body, Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

(FICCI). Representing over 8000 women entrepreneurs and 

professionals, FLO works aggressively towards promoting 

economic  empowerment  and  equal  opportunities  for women. 

Jahnabi is an entrepreneur, a co-founder of two National Tourism Award-winning companies: 

Jungle Travels India and Assam Bengal Navigation Company under JTI Group. Her 

companies are encompassed in travel & hospitality – boutique river cruising, a small group 

specialized tours, tea and textiles – all of which empower young people’s livelihoods, 

especially women and their communities. Jahnabi has been responsible for setting up the  

FLO Northeast chapter as its Founder Vice Chairperson in 2007. During her tenure, she 

conceptualised the „Iconic Women of Northeast‟ Awards that honour 5 women from across 

diverse genres in the NE who have overcome difficulties to achieve their dreams. Jahnabi 
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was a recipient of the FLO Outstanding Women Achievers Award in December 2013. 

Passionate about women’s empowerment Jahnabi strongly advocates and tirelessly works 

towards building sustainable livelihoods for women’s economic upliftment, policy and 

legislative levels, equality, social justice and skill development in order to make them 

confident, employable and economically independent. 

 

 

Ms. Rowan Ainsworth, Australian Consul General Kolkata 

 

Ms. Rowan Ainsworth is the Australian Consul General in Kolkata. She 

is a career officer with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

(DFAT) and was most recently Counsellor, Australian Embassy, Paris. 

She has previously served overseas in Moscow and Tokyo. In Canberra 

she served with DFAT as Director, Northern, Central and Eastern 

Europe Section and State Director, Tasmanian State Office. 
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