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Ganga the Perennial: Will it be Pristine Again? 
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Tuesday January 12, 2021 3:00pm IST Part 2 

Concept Note 

The attempts to rejuvenate the river Ganga and restore it to its former glory have been going 

on for many decades. Amongst the more recent ones and on-going ones have been the Ganga 

Action Plan Phases I, II and III. The Phase III better known as Namami Gange is the most 

ambitious so far. With the project, now, having been extended till June 2022, offers a dual 

integrated approach with pollution abatement, rejuvenation and conservation of the 

ecosystem being as the areas of major concerns. The purpose of the programme is to deal 

with the existing issues in a holistic manner. Namami Gange works on a wide range of issues 

such as Industrial Effluent Monitoring, River Surface Cleaning, river front development, 

Afforestation and Bio Diversity Conservation. 

One of the most important aims of the River Rejuvenation Projects has been finding 

means to progressively increase the water flow in the main river body, so as to facilitate the 

dilution of pollutants. This would also mean a subsequent reduction in toxicity in the ground 

water and the surrounding soil.  Revival of water quality and enrichment of the soil would 

provide for better life sustaining activities including encouraging tourism. This would also 

facilitate the revival of river ecology and help in turning it into an inland waterway. While 

ensuring a healthy habitat, the now endangered aquatic life can be protected. 

 

Some of the positive outcomes of the Namami Gange Programme have been 

1. Infrastructure development like setting up Sewage Treatment Plants, development of 

river banks etc. 

2. Decentralization of authority a bottom up approach where the State governments and 

the Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) are accorded a prominent role in the planning 

execution and monitoring of the projects both technically and financially 

3. Mobilization of resources including encouragement of the Hybrid Annuity-PPP model 

for successful completion of the project  

4. Knowledge dissemination and awareness building through establishment of the Ganga 

Knowledge Centre (GKC) 

 

The positive outcomes have however been riddled with some hiccups and challenges. The 

two part webinar series will seek to raise public awareness on the opportunities and 

challenges in this mission of national importance. It would seek to understand the challenges 

faced during the implementation and smooth running of the programme as well as highlight 

narratives to encourage activities like sustainable agriculture, pisciculture, floriculture 

tourism, and the contribution of the inhabitants on the river banks in order to keep the river 

and the surrounding ecosystem vibrant.  

 



 
 

www.asianconfluence.org 
 

Part 1: Monday, January 11, 2021 3pm 

Our first session will be dedicated in discussing the reasons for recurrent technical challenges 

faced by the concerned authorities and how these procedures can be modified for more 

desirable outcomes. Following this will be another interesting discussion on management of 

wetlands and contaminated agricultural lands in the Ganga River Basin.  

Prof.(Dr)Vinod Tare is a Professor of Environmental Engineering and Management at the 

Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur. He was the leader of the consortia of seven IITs for 

the preparation of the Ganga River Basin Management Plan (GRBMP). He is the founding 

head of the Centre for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies (cGanga) at IIT Kanpur 

supported by the Ministry of Jal Shakti (formerly Ministry of Water Resources, River 

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation), Government of India. 

 

Dr Ritesh Kumar is the Director of Wetlands International South Asia, a non-government 

organization working for sustaining and restoring wetlands, their resources, and biodiversity 

in the South Asia region. Over the last two decades, Dr Kumar has led integrated 

management planning for several wetlands in the South Asia region, and coordinated 

multidisciplinary projects on wetlands assessment, ecosystem services evaluation, water 

management, sustainable livelihoods, disaster risk reduction, and climate change adaptation 

 

Part 2:  Tuesday, January 12, 2021 3pm 

The second session will be dedicated towards understanding the efforts made towards the 

conservation of the aquatic flora and fauna. This would be followed by a discussion on the 

rehabilitation processes undertaken for the rejuvenation of the land which have been rendered 

unfit for agricultural purposes. This would also be an opportunity to discuss the efforts that 

have been undertaken to increase public awareness about the issue of environmental 

degradation. 

Prof. (Dr.) Ravindra Kumar Sinha, M.Sc. Ph.D. (Patna University, Patna) is currently 

Vice-Chancellor of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra, Jammu. An expert member of 

the National Ganga River Basin Authority he is also popularly known as Dolphin Man of 

India due to his extensive work on the conservation of the Ganges Dolphin. Other than this he 

has worked on several environmental issues especially on River Ganga and Ganges River 

dolphin and Atmospheric pollution. 

 

Mr. Manu Bhatnagar is an architect, urban, and environmental planner with over 30 Years 

of experience in the environment sector. He currently heads the Natural Heritage Division of 

INTACH as Principal Director. . He has worked in India and SE Asia on diverse projects 

ranging from urban-regional- environmental planning to cultural documentation, river 

conservation, lake management, water policy, sustainable agriculture, urban biodiversity. 

 

Mr Shyam Lal Singh is currently the Chairman  & CEO of Planner India, Development & 

Assets Management. . He is responsible for transforming an architectural firm to an 

internationally renowned professional services organization providing Development 

Consulting & Asset Management services with cutting edge expertise Mr Singh is also the 

Founder Trustee at Ganga Seva Nidhi which is committed to create social awareness towards 

environmental degradation and pollution with special reference to the river Ganga 
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About our organization 

The Asian Confluence is a Shillong based think tank which aims to define and empower the 

‘Third Space’ towards creating better understanding of the Eastern South Asian region in the 

larger context of the Indo Pacific and East Asian regions keeping the North Eastern region of 

India at the epicentre. We operate using the lens of the following two main viewpoints:  

1. The region as a confluence of ideas, interests, cultures, and civilisations;  

2. The region as a confluence of geographies connected by the rivers and oceans.  

Our call to action is to convert opportunities into collaborations and conflicts into 

confluence. 
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