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Key Takeaways 
 

 

• Development v/s conservation is a contentious issue. 

• It is critical that we have aspirations of economic development but also 

the challenge to balance it with wildlife concerns. 

• One of the major concerns of conservation has been the habitat loss and 

fragmentation which has been seen across South Asia and also the globe 

• Corridors are linear passages which connect one land to another for the 

free movement of animals. 

• 12% of corridors are affected by mining and boulders extraction. 

• According to the National Wildlife Action Plan the report released 

focussed on landscape-based management 

• Linear infrastructure development policy in the country is necessary to 

ensure green development and safe passage for animals. 

• Balancing linear infrastructures and environmental concerns can be done 

by proper landscape planning keeping the conservation of biodiversity of 

the area in mind. 
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Background 

Wildlife corridors have been used by various species to migrate, breed, and feed 

since ages. These are increasingly becoming relevant as essential tools for 

wildlife conservation. The mapping of these in the past few years have been 

done to understand the pattern and area of passage from which they pass so that 

these can be protected for their safety. However relentless development and 

degradation have led to the division of the habitat thereby affecting the corridors 

and the biodiversity of the region. 

It has been documented that the Asiatic Elephant corridors been one of the most 

frequently used. These corridors have at many places passed through core areas 

in sanctuaries/national parks or those with human habitation. A number of 

elephants as well as humans have either been injured or killed as a result of this 

ensuing human/animal conflict 

According to a report published by the Wildlife Trust of India, entitled ‘Right of 

Passage: Elephant Corridors of India’ it highlights that it is humans who are 

increasingly entering into the space belonging to elephants. The rapid increase 

in industrial and infrastructural development, especially around forests, has 

resulted in widespread habitat fragmentation and isolation. Added to this, the 

growing development (for tourism, linear infrastructure, etc.) around protected 

areas, and the altered boundaries of these, has only worsened this situation. 

One of the major instigators of human–wildlife conflict is competition for 

space. Destruction of forests through logging, encroachment, slash-and-burn 

(jhum) shifting cultivation, and monoculture tree plantations are fast becoming 

major threats to the survival of the elephant. But it is also a fact that 

development of wildlife sanctuaries, national parks and animal conservatories 

are just as important for the expansion of tourism in the demarcated areas. 

Our aim, through this conversation would be to seek answers to the following 

questions: 

• Development is inevitable, but so is the sanctity of the animal corridors. Can 

both go hand in hand? 

• How can the human wildlife conflicts be reduced? 

• Role of individuals in protecting these corridors and the associated biodiversity. 
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We have had the privilege of inviting experts who have not only been pioneers 

in the mapping of the animal corridors and studying the ways and means of how 

infrastructural development and conservation of wildlife can be balanced. The 

forthcoming thoughts and opinions on the subject would be of valuable 

contribution which would help us gain knowledge on the protection and 

preservation of this beautiful biodiversity. 

  

Agenda 

3:00-3:05 PM: Introductory Address 

3:05-3:15 PM: Opening Remarks: Mr Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, 

Asian Confluence 

3:15-3:45 PM: Mr Soumitra Dasgupta, Additional Director General Forest 

Wildlife, Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change  

3:40-4:10 PM: Dr Sandeep Kumar Tiwari, Deputy Director Wildlife Trust of 

India. 

 

4:15-4:30 PM: Discussion and Question and Answers. 
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Conversation Proceedings 
 

Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence 

 

• The need for this conversation was necessary so as to be able to 

understand the need of securing our relationship with our neighbours and 

the related conservation issues. 

• Particularly in the Garo Hills, the Sixth Schedule laws have been used 

with the aim of conservation of the corridors. 

• In many areas, it still remains a challenge to secure land. 

• How can a more futuristic approach be used to secure the areas/corridors 

• Animals do not see or understand borders and it, therefore, becomes our 

duty to address this concept and cooperate with our neighbours with the 

purpose of striking a balance between development and conservation 

 

 

Mr. Soumitra Dasgupta, Additional Director General Forest Wildlife, 

Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change 

 

• A figure has been shown to be differentiated from the 70s. The human 

population in the 70s was 54 crore and now it is 139 crores. The GDP 

was 1. 64% and now despite the COVID has grown to about 4.2%. 

• The total road length in the 70s was around 90,000 running km but today 

it stands at 50 lakh running km. 

• The length of the national highways has also increased to about 20,000 

km 

• The per capita income has also increased. Earlier it was only the four 

metro cities- Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai but now more cities 

have been added to the list like Bangalore, Hyderabad, Pune, and 

Ahmedabad.  

• The forest cover has increased from 19.7% to 21.67% 

• New policies need to be inclusive in nature because conservation is not an 

isolated subject. 

• The tracks used by elephants although identified are not sacrosanct. They 

keep on changing due to the movement of the herd. 

• Unfortunately, some corridors are not a party to legal clarity 
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• Trans-boundary protected areas with other countries like Nepal, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Myanmar have been identified, and MOU’s 

signed for their protection. 

• Joint management plans could be a way to plan conservation and develop 

strategies time 

• Certain mitigation measures need to be considered like laying 

underground transmission lines to prevent electrocution of animals 

including birds 

• Wildlife conservation appears to be an aspiration but mainly for the 

privileged community, not the rural areas. 

• The rural areas need attention. The inclusion of rural India is just as 

important to make a success of any proposed protection and conservation 

project. 

• Identifying and acquiring land for securing the corridor is not an easy task 

• We need to have all the stakeholders to come together for this purpose. 

These animals do not recognize borders. They move on their own beat 

often veering towards untrodden or earmarked paths as per their fancy 

and ease. 

 

Dr. Sandeep Tiwari, Deputy Director, Wildlife Trust of India 

 

• Elephants are found in 13 countries in South Asia with India having the 

largest population of them with corridors being shared with Nepal, 

Bhutan, Bangladesh and Myanmar 

• With the increasing population, the need to conserve the animals has 

directly fallen on the Forest Management Personnel. 

• One of the major concerns of conservation has been the habitat loss and 

fragmentation which has been seen across South Asia as well as across 

the globe. 

• Other reasons are the human-elephant conflict, poaching and illegal trade 

of elephant products, and the extirpation of small populations. 

• Out of 500,000 sq area hectares for elephants, only 51% can be 

considered as being able to support elephants. 

• The elephants are squeezed into the decreasing forest pockets that have 

been surrounded by human settlements which often block their traditional 

migratory routes/corridors. 
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• Human death due to elephants has increased over the years. About 450-

500 deaths are reported every year in India. 

• About 400 elephants are killed due to mediated reasons like poisoning, 

electrocution ( intentional and accidental) gunshots, explosives, and traps 

• One of the best possible solutions is using the available habitat to be 

connected to larger areas for the movement. 

• The mapping of corridors has been done in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change 

• India has a minimum of 101 elephant corridors which has increased from 

88 in the previous years. 

• These corridors are becoming longer and less wider. Also almost 1/3rd of 

the corridors have been encroached upon. 

• Linear infrastructure is the lifeline of a nation but is also an 

environmental concern 

• Linear infrastructure also has many undesirable impacts like 

fragmentation and degradation, becoming conduits for invasion and 

creating alien spaces while hindering of movement of animals leading to 

isolation. 

• Another method of preventing the imbalance from linear infrastructure 

could be from developing green infrastructures to minimize the impact on 

wildlife habitats and prevent fragmentation. 

• This method could also include effective mitigation measures within the 

project. 

• Green corridor champions are a community with the responsibility to 

educate, mobilize and sensitize the local communities for securing 

corridors. 

• Villages have taken the responsibility to secure corridors. Areas such as 

Karnataka, Kerala, and Meghalaya have been able to secure the corridors 

to a large extent. 

• If one looks at the overall initiative the linear agencies, the forest 

agencies if they plan it well then a lot of these areas can be conserved 

without hampering the economic development 

• It is very critical to plan and be in synchronization. The role and support 

of the local communities need to be understood and be used for their 

traditional knowledge in the initial stage of planning. It is important that 

the process needs to be a collaborative approach, not a top-down one. 
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