
India-Indonesia

Relations: The

Andaman-Aceh

Perspective

 WEBINAR

REPORT:

@asianconfluence

www.asianconfluence.org

29 JULY 2020



ASCON REPORT 

 

 

 

 



 
India-Indonesia Relations: The Andaman-Aceh Perspective 

www.asianconfluence.org 

2 

Introduction: 
 

A webinar “India-Indonesia Relations: The Andaman-Aceh Perspective’ was 

organized by the Asian Confluence on 29 July, 2020 in collaboration with the ASEAN-India 

Centre (AIC) at RIS, New Delhi and the Pondicherry University’s Center for Maritime Studies. 

The webinar saw stimulating discussions on India-Indonesia partnership with topics ranging 

from Andaman-Aceh trade corridor to high business opportunities in view of Indo- pacific. 

 

Participants: 

 
Chair: 

 

• Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, Member, GC, Asian Confluence 

 

Welcome: 

 

• Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence 

 

Inaugural Addresses: 

 

• H.E. Mr. Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro, Ambassador of Indonesia to India 

• H.E. Mr. Pradeep Kumar Rawat, Ambassador of India to Indonesia 

 

Special Address: 

 

• Mr Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Member of Parliament, Port Blair, A&N 

 
Special Remarks: 

 

• Dr. Nazamuddin, SE., MA, Department of Development 

Economics, UniversitasSyiah Kuala Banda Aceh 

 

Presentation: 

 

• Dr. Prabir De, AIC, RIS, New Delhi 

 

Panel Discussion: 

 

• Mr. Girish Arora, President, Andaman Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry, Port Blair 

• Dr. Anasua Basu Ray Chaudhury, Senior Fellow, Observer Research 

Foundation (ORF), Kolkata 

• Dr. Vijay Sakuja Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF), New Delhi 

• Mr. Vijay Roy, Chief Editor, Echo of India, Port Blair 

• Dr. A Subramanyam Raju, Pondicherry University, Puducherry
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• Key Takeaways: 

1) Close Maritime Neighbors: Andaman-Aceh perspective has brought to the fore, the 

discourse that India and Indonesia are very close ‘physical neighbours’ in addition to 

being cultural and spiritual neighbors. 

 

2) 5Ts: Connectivity between Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Aceh province of 

Indonesia can unleash enormous potential for growth in 5Ts: Transport, Trade, 

Tourism, Transit, Togetherness. Six areas of cooperation, namely, trade and 

investment, infrastructure development in Sabang, connectivity development, marine 

and fishery, tourism and exchange of culture, science and technology are highlighted 

and discussed. 

 

3) Enabler for a Bay of Bengal Community: Increasing Andaman-Aceh connectivity 

will be a building block for securing the vision of a Bay of Bengal community. 

 
4) Focus Areas of Cooperation: 

a. International flights from Veer Savarkar International Airport (Port Blair 

airport) to popular destinations such as Phuket, Bangkok, Medan, Jakarta, Bali 

etc. may be allowed to operate. 

b. Besides, the direct shipping links – both passenger and cargo – between 

Andaman and Aceh, and also other islands should also be started. Both the 

countries may consider signing the India-Indonesia coastal shipping agreement. 

c. To encourage trade and commerce, participants has recommended for trade 

fairs, tourism fairs, B2B collaborations, think-tanks networks, media exchange, 

etc. 

d.  Besides, innovative proposals like trade in local currency (Rupee – Rupiah 
trade), completion of India-Indonesia Bilateral CECA, etc. had also come up. 

 

e. Cooperation in deep sea fishing: Andaman still engages in traditional way of 

fishing and that is a major drawback pulling the people back achieving their full 
potential. It is high time to get into organized fishing and deep-sea fishing. 

Potential is huge with 1, 47,000 metric tons of fishes available. 

 

f. Tourism development has potential, but needs to be ecologically friendly and 
offers substantial benefits to the local people. 

 

g. Fresh water security cooperation is an area that needs focus. 
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5) Benefit of connectivity should enrich the person in the last mile in the region. 

 
6) Indonesia is keen on having closer cooperation with India in strengthening the IMT- 

GT (Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand Growth Triangle). This will enable layers of trade, 

investments and tourism among the literal states of Bay of Bengal. 

 

7) Focus on ecological sustainability: Any development needs to factor in fragile 

ecosystem of A&N and Aceh. It is good to encourage development but in the context 

of how sustainable is it especially given the fragile ecosystem of Andaman and Nicobar. 

 

8) Inter-island connectivity between Andaman and Nicobar is the first and foremost 

issue that needs to be addressed. 

 

9) Address the Plastic Pollution: The biggest issue in Andaman that faces is plastic 

pollution. A plastic gyre in the middle of Bay of Bengal is gravitation towards Andaman 

and Nicobar and this issue of plastic pollution. 

 

10) Blue economy between the two nations. India and Indonesia must collaborate to 

unlock Blue Economy potentials in view l of reaching bilateral trade target of US$ 50 

billion. 

http://www.asianconfluence.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNEXURE A : PROCEEDINGS 

 
Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence: 

 
- India-Indonesia are not only two civilizational partners with deep bonds in history, 

culture, politics but are also very close maritime neighbours referring to the 80 nautical 

mile distance between Andaman and Aceh Islands (even though our capitals are 13 

hours away by flight). 

 

- Connectivity between Andaman and Aceh holds immense potential for tourism and 

upcoming blue economy. 

 

- Asian Confluence works in the third space (1st being govt. and 2nd being 

business/industry). Third space platform connects people ideas, institutions and 

experiences on issues related to our shared ecology and complements the first and 

second spaces of government an industry. 

 

Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, GC, Asian Confluence, chair of the proceedings 

 
- Hinting at the long historical relations between India and Indonesia, the event’s 

importance was highlighted as this event puts focus on this relationship along with 

broader regional and global issue. 

 

- The need to address how COVID order is unfolding take precedence before we can 

address the post COVID-19 world era. 

 

- Chinese increasing assertiveness has created a new and unprecedented situation in the 

world, and it will impact the world order in one way or another. 

 

- “India and Indonesia are truly close maritime neighbors”, referring to 80 nautical miles 

distance between Indira point, Nicobar Islands and Rondo Island, Aceh.This knowledge 

was known to our ancestors, but it has somehow escaped public conscience.We are 

trying to leverage benefits for both nations and two regions(Andaman&Nicobar and 

Aceh)in particular. 

 

- Very important developments have taken place in the past four years. Starting from 

President Jokowi’s visit to India In 2016, and PM Modi’s visit to Indonesia in May 

2018 and from then on to end of 2019, very important and unprecedented development 

where government, and various other state holders, have made various initiatives to 

strengthen cooperation and connectivity. 
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- Five important areas of cooperation: Trade, tourism, shipping, investment and people-

to-people exchanges. 

 

- Navies and coastguard of both nations have started to share common approach and 

make greater cooperation. 

 

- BIMSTEC has started to talk about Bay of Bengal vision- this concept connects South 

to South East Asia. Although Indonesia is not part of BIMSTEC, it is deeply interested 

in Bay of Bengal. Strengthening A&N and Aceh connection can push forward Bay of 

Bengal connection. 

 

H.E. Pradeep Kumar Rawat, Ambassador of India to Indonesia 

 
- The title of the webinar is interesting because it addresses the macro (India-Indonesia) 

and the micro (Andaman & Nicobar- Aceh) aspects. 

 

- Focus on the above theme (Andaman-Aceh) is not new and despite it just being 2-year-

old theme the activities that we have been able to undertake, giving the nature of the 

two countries it is nothing sort of incredible. 

 

- Andaman&Nicobar (A&N)-Aceh was a forgotten theme. PM Modi rekindled it by 

asking to travel by ship between the two nations in January, 2018, which led to his 

exploration of the fact that India-Indonesia are so close maritime neighbors. 

 

- When PM visited Indonesia, it led to creation of an elaborate document on Indo- pacific 

vision. For Indonesia, it was the first document of such kind and for India, it was the 

first document with any country on this part of the world. 

 

- In November 2018, a delegation from Indonesia arrived in Chennai and visited 

Andaman. In December 2018, 1st ship to sail from Sabang to Andaman carrying some 

material (Foreign Minister of Indonesia played a major role). The ship visit 

demonstrated that with the current available maritime transport vehicle, such trips and 

shipments were doable. 

 

- In a short span of time, two government and various stake holders have made progress 

at a good pace. But for the lockdown due to the COVID 19 pandemic, more things could 

have been done during this period. 

 

- India-Indonesia were always cultural and spiritual neighbors, but physical neighbor 

aspect was missing. Andaman & Nicobar-Aceh has brought this into perspective. It is 

important that both nations continue to build on this and try to create more connectivity. 

 

- Once India-Indonesia are closely connected, there will be economic possibilities e.g. 

there are certain materials that A&N need and Banda Aceh is able to supply in 
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commercially viable manner and there are also possibilities that A&N meet the needs 

of Banda, Aceh through service sector, technology, skill and business sector. 

 

- Malacca Strait is a very important commercial waterway, over 40% trade passes 

through it. Any ship entering into that strait actually comes to A&N’s maritime zone 

first, while any ship exiting enters into the maritime zone of A&N region. 

 

- Today is a much bigger case for India and Indonesia using A&N and Aceh connectivity 

to build up stronger information exchange system so that safety of commerce through 

these sea lanes is maintained with reduction in cost, which is imposed from maintain 

that. 

 

- Earlier in the month (July 2020) first agreement between Indian coast guard and 

Indonesian coast guards was signed. It will help in building closer information sharing 

linkages. 

 

-  Sabang port had never hosted Indian Naval Ship, but recently one ship was brought 

there with normal operational turnaround to build comfort with each other. In case of 

emergencies, Indian Naval ships were quick to provide assistance to Tsunami hit zone. 

 

-  Human assistance and disaster relief (HADR), ensuring safety of sea lanes are some 

areas where A&N-Aceh narrative could be build, along with bringing prosperity of 

these far areas with well-connected areas of the respective nations. 

 

H.E. Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro, Ambassador of Indonesia to India 

 
- It is demonstration of support for endeavor that is long overdue. An event such as this 

webinar brings in broader support of academics and people. 

 

- Establishment and broadening of connectivity between A&N-Aceh is long overdue and 

has gained further importance due to broader region of Indo-pacific. Situation in both 

regions is full of uncertainties. It is a period of uncertainty with changes in relations 

between great power, territorial disputes, respect, or lack thereof, of of International 

law and common norms and other principles. 

 

- The two countries respective regional outlook are similar in many respects. Both nations 

believe in an Indo-Pacific that is open, transparent, inclusive and blue space as well as 

principle contained in ASEAN outlook on Indo-Pacific. 

 

- Both nation’s foreign policies orientation are similar in fundamental ways. While 

Indonesia believes in “free and active foreign policy”, and India applies mutual 

alignment foreign policy. Also, view on foreign alliance and foreign military bases of 

both nations are similar and these similar views can and will significantly affect 

political-security realm. 
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- Global economic situation is rapidly changing and, in these times, when both nations should 

strengthen regional architecture, for benefits of all countries. Indonesia, with its ASEAN 

colleagues, have initiated architecture in the form of regional comprehensive economic 

cooperation and will work with all partners to bring a win-win economic architecture to fruition. 

 

- Changes are not taking place only in the geopolitical and economic realm, but also in 

broader human securities aspect. COVID-19 underlines the crucial nature of human 

security and importance of cooperation between nations. Human securities issue cannot 

address by a nation alone and requires collaboration between countries. 

 

- To address issues such as climate change, food security, water security, energy security, 

terrorism, financial stability and a host of other issues apart from the pandemic, all 

require closer cooperation and collaboration between nations and regions. 

 

- A&N-Aceh connectivity endeavor is taking place at a historical juncture of India- 

Indonesia relations. Both nations celebrated 20 years of full diplomatic relations and 

commemorated the visit of President Sukarno’s visit to first annual Indian Republic 

Day parade 70 years ago (on 26 January, 1950). 

 

- While both nations have their roots in civilizational shared heritage, as nation states 

both nations must also grow together with our democratic systems. 

 

- Both nations seek to enhance bilateral trade relations with goal of achieving bilateral 

trade of US $50 billion by 2025. In 2019, it was close to $20 billion, and thus there is 

room to grow. Both nations seek to continue to enhance bilateral trade, but also how to 

establish greater connectivity (sea, land, direct flights, direct shipping). 

 

- Connectivity of Andaman & Nicobar-Aceh is also a timely reminder that India- 

Indonesia are maritime neighbors and also that “geographic proximity is at heart of Bay 

of Bengal”. This was a region which was a robust, socio-cultural, economic regions in 

pre-colonial era. 

 

- Both nations have been conducting twice annually coordinated patrols in these waters 

since 2002. Strengthening of security cooperation including larger and more complex 

coordinated patrol and exercises. 

 

- A number of concrete initiatives have place and it is hoped that investment forum, 

chambers of commerce and industry of A&N and Aceh will take this forward. 

 

- Hopefully, joint task force of A&N-Aceh connectivity can meet again soon for its 

second meeting and take forward discussions on the six areas of cooperation: trade and 

investment, infrastructure development in Sabang, connectivity development, marine 

and fisheries, tourism and exchange of culture, science and technology. 
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- Government of Aceh is very keen to form greater connectivity as seen by the visit of the acting 

governor in February 2020. Related to Aceh-Andaman is the natural connectivity between 

Sumatra and east coast of India. Aceh and Sumatra are keen to form directs and closer relations 

with Indian states e.g. Tamil Nadu, Orissa and West Bengal. 

 

-  Indonesia is keen on having closer Indian relations and it’s made evident in the process 

of including India into the IMTGT (Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand growth triangle). 

This will enable layers of trade, investments and tourism among the literal states of Bay 

of Bengal. 

 

Kuldeep Rai Sharma, MP, Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar 

 
- Development of A&N islands is occurring in the directive of Act East policy and is 

very welcomed. 

 

- A&N has immense potential. In 1970s, trade development authority claimed A&N 

was considered ideal replacement of Hong Kong. 

 

- The role of A&N in bridging the gap between the two nations of India and Indonesia 

is immense, but in pursuit of these developments, the question of how poorest of 

poor will benefit from greater connectivity between the two nations should also be 

kept in mind. With economic development and growth, people should be benefited. 

 

- With GOI (Government of India)’s help, many drawbacks that existed are going 

away. Port Blair now has a good airport, new terminal building is going to be built 

by next year and optical fibre cable connection. Hurdles are being addressed and 

“people can connect with Indonesia and rest of the world.” 

 

- Development happens in three ways: Sustainable development, security point of 

view and environment point of view. These two points of view should be taken care 

of by sustainable development. 

 

- A&N has 6 lakh square kilometre of EEZ, in which 1 lac 47 thousand metric tons 

of fish and it’s a sad fact that only 38-40 thousand of metric tons can be extracted, 

implying that more than a lac ton of fishes die due to old age. This market needs to 

be properly utilised and money has to go into hands of the poor people. 

 

- Tourism is another issue facing Andaman. Singapore has much more tourism (185 

lac tourists annually) than Andaman (5 lac tourists annually) even though its 

landmass is much smaller. One of the A&N islands, Great Nicobar island, which is 

the southernmost island of India itself has a larger landmass than Singapore. 

 

- Only 8-10% of the landmass of A&N is with the authorities that can be developed. Thus, 

there is a need to formulate policies by taking into account sustainable development issue 

and not adversely affecting fragile ecosystem. 
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- More than COVID pandemic, the issue facing island dwellers is availability of 

drinking water. After six days, drinking water comes only for 15 mins. This is a 

grave issue especially considering that families in Andaman are mostly joint family. 

Land, water, unemployment are all main priorities that needs to tackled. 

 

- Port Widow is a place made by GOI, where one ship can give cargo to another ship 

in midst of the sea. A&N is an exclusive economic zone (EEZ) where 1 lac 47 

thousand metric ton of fishes are available, but the 6 thousand fisherman of the 

region are only able to catch 40 thousand metric ton and of these, 26 thousand 

metric ton is exported. 

 

- If these 26 thousand metric ton could be exported via the port widow to Indonesia, 

and other places where demands exist, it will allow money to go to the poor 

fisherman instead of middleman or businessman. Policies about how to develop 

A&N should be formulated “while thinking about the last man”. 

- Some drawbacks such as lack of south-eastern monsoon has led to shortage of 

drinking water for the populace of Andaman (approximately 5 lacs). Andaman has 

about 3 thousand millimeters of water from rainfall, which is not insufficient to 

meet the needs of the people. 

 

- Tourism is one of the main pillars of the Andaman and it’s the biggest employer of 

the people and COVID has disrupted it, severely impacting the livelihood of the 

people. In 2018, total footfall of tourist in A&N was about 5 lacs and with the way 

infrastructure is coming and A&N is becoming a popular tourist spot, the region 

will have greater connectivity and open routes to Indonesia and Malaysia, which in 

turn will bring in more tourism. But if increase in tourism happens without 

increased availability of drinking water, it will present a huge problem. Thus, 

emphasis needs to be put on making earthen dams and water storage facilities. 

 

- Andaman also has got a big issue of unemployment. Closer relations with Indonesia 

could be beneficial as the people of Andaman could learn about wood and bamboo 

handicrafts from Indonesian workers and this industry could develop and provide 

employment opportunities for the people. 

 

- Mass culture and diversity needs to be kept in mind when forming policies 

regarding development of the place, along with develop separated ideas for separate 

islands taking into account the various parameters about the said island. 
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- Chambers of Commerce has asked Indonesia for a big consignment of aggregates about 1 lac 

ton. Now since the locals have taken huge loans from the bank to set up industries, the chambers 

and policy makers must take this fact also into account so as to remove any animosity between 

people of the both regions regarding this trade. 

 

- By providing big boulders to the locals, and letting them break them down into small aggregates 

while also giving them some time (1 or 2 years) to let them pay back their loans will keep them 

from developing ill feelings about this trade. “The two countries (India-Indonesia) should be 

joined together with their hearts, with their souls and with their minds.” 

 
Dr. Nazamuddin, S.E., MA, Department of Development Economics, Universitas Syiah 

Kuala, Banda Aceh 

 

- Andaman & Nicobar and Aceh are very close, a direct flight from Aceh to Port Blair 

takes less than 2 hours, which less than time from Aceh to Jakarta. The proximity 

between these regions open up opportunities for both nations for benefit of their 

people. 

 

- Joint passport speaking between the two nations have been established and it was 

held last year and hopefully the second meeting will be held soon. 

 

- Continued talks will be held regarding projects in Sabang port (port development 

project) etc. In the future, more B2B (business-to-business) and people-to-people 

contact will need to be established. 

 

- Direct B2B (Business-to-business) meetings should be established between 

chamber of commerce of Banda Aceh and A&N. Support from both ambassadors 

and ministry of foreign affairs of Indonesia has been seen as “a lot of opportunities 

lie ahead”. 

 

- Closer we are to each other in talks, closer ties will be established. Hope that more 

business people from Aceh will be part of different projects and more initiatives is 

shown from Aceh towards greater cooperation. 

 

Dr. Prabir De, ASEAN-India centre, RIS, New Delhi 

 
- In the Andaman-Aceh connectivity, 5 T- trade, transport, transit, tourism, 

togetherness- are addressed. Both nations are looking at US $50 billion trade by 

2025, PM Modi’s maiden visit to Indonesia in 2018, in 2019 EAM’s visit to 

Indonesia and joint task force formation were important milestones. 

 

- Andaman can be an economic hub in the rising Bay of Bengal and Indo-Pacific. 

Andaman-Aceh connectivity can unlock immense business opportunities in a 
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range of sectors: health care, tourism, energy, construction, Agro-processing and 

fisheries. 
 

- There is an arc of prosperity starting from Kochi, Colombo all the way to Sabang 

and connecting the dots, Port Blair is right in the centre. GOI, Minister of Home 

affairs constituted Island development projects. A&N has 572 islands, but only few 

are inhabited. A&N is a coastal sensitive area, any development needs to factor in 

fragile ecosystem of A&N and Aceh. 

 

- Fragile ecosystem, tribal reserves, wildlife sanctuaries, naval base, natural disaster 

prone, naval bases and over-fishing are all sensitivities of the A&N. There are 

various developments taking place right now such as forthcoming 50MW CNG 

power plant and terminal, propose cruise terminal etc. 

 

- Andaman’s import that could materialize with a dedicated Andaman-Aceh trade 

corridor: bamboo products, wooden products, coconut by-products, Areca nut 

processed products, fish and its by-products (chilled tuna- marine products export 

development authority MPEDA etc.) and vegetable/fruit and processed products. 

 

- Ways to unlock Andaman-Aceh corridor potential: International airport 

expansion(Port Blair), direct shipping links(passenger and cargo), proposal trade 

fairs, B2B collaboration to enhance people-to-people 

 

- Tourism is most important area of cooperation that needs to be addressed. Ferry 

service between Port Blair and Sabang and other parts of Indonesia is the easiest 

way to unlock trade potential. Other ways are cruise tourism, hotels but these will 

be long-term solutions. 

 

- Works are being undertaken at bilateral level: momentum to Indo-Pacific, 

completion of India-Indonesia Bilateral CECA, conduct trades in local currency 

(rupee-rupiah), activation of TIR systems, Fostering dialogues and exchange of 

good practices, and completion of joint task force report for Andaman-Aceh 

connectivity 

 

Dr. Anasua Basu Ray Chaudhury, Senior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation 

(ORF), Kolkata 

 

- “Proximity to Connectivity” is a big research thesis from ORF. Under this project, 

two comprehensive reports on India’s maritime connectivity in Bay of Bengal were 

made and published. 

 

- The question of the hour is why A&N is emerging as a key pillar in India’s strategic 

partnership with Indonesia during these times. A possible solution is a kind of 

convergence in ocean diplomacy is paving way for strengthening cooperation 

between India and Indonesia 
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- India’s Sagar project seeks growth for all and Sagarmala project is to lead port 

modernisation and new port developments. 

 

- Geographical proximity is poised to place an important role in India-Indonesia and 

more precisely in A&N-Aceh relations 

 

- A tran shipments from Malahayati port of Aceh to port Blair was floated recently 

with products like furniture, edible oil etc. A memorandum of understanding 

(MOU) was signed between Andaman chambers of commerce & industry and Aceh 

chambers of commerce & industry. 

 

- In 2018, both nations signed shared vision of maritime connections, the importance 

of Andaman was also mentioned. 

 

- Recently, coastal guards' agreement was also signed between the two nations. Need 

for coastal shipping agreement between both nations exist as short shipping and 

small vessels incur less cost. Since, a similar system exists between India and 

Bangladesh, India is looking to pass a BIMSTEC coastal shipping agreement, so 

question arises why not form a coastal shipping agreement between India and 

Indonesia. 

 

- Andaman & Nicobar constitute 30% EEZ of India and is highly rich in minerals 

and hydrocarbons, and that plays an important role in mineral finding. It is vital to 

have negotiations between India and Indonesia about how to delimit and demark 

maritime boundaries. In 1974, both nations took initiative to demark its continental 

shells, in 1977 shells were demarked and in 1978, a trijunction was marked by India, 

Indonesia and Thailand. 

 

- India-Indonesia are coming closer in humanitarian assistance and disaster 

management. Since, the Bay regions (A&N and Aceh) comes under Andaman- 

Sumatra subduction zone, which is prone to hurricanes and cyclones, humanitarian 

assistance and disaster rescue (HADR) is the need of the hour and is growing in 

important in these turbulent times. 

 

- During the recent Indonesian earthquake, the need for direct communication 

between HADR departments of different ports for greater connectivity was made 

apparent. The feasibility of having a direct hotline between us two nations 

especially HADR department of these ports to have a direct communication was 

examined. 
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- A&N is growing in importance with GOI changing its perspective from “conservationist to 

development approach”. Strong trade and commercial connectivity exist between India’s west 

coast and Indonesia ports, but connectivity with India’s east coast and Indonesia is still under 

represented. 

 

Girish Arora, President, Andaman Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

 
- Three years of efforts to bridge the gap between Aceh and A&N have been 

undertaken by Chamber of Commerce. 

 

- Earlier not allowed to import Stone aggregates from any nations into India except 

Nepal, but now it can be changed and plant quarantine allow import from South 

East nations. 

 

- Use of the imported sands and stones were prohibited before for military 

engineering department, but defense services can now have imported sands and 

stones provided they meet the parameters. 

 

- A MOU between A&N and Aceh Chamber of Commerce has been established, after 

which a trial consignment of coconut was brought from Aceh to see how value 

addition of Coconut products can be done. It will allow Andaman to export value 

added Coconut to all parts of India. 

 

- To have a regular shipping route connectivity, regular cargo ship may not be 

possible at this point. Hence, a suggestion that MCB to be allowed near Indonesia 

as done with Bangladesh. It helps that Indian crew are allowed to go to Indonesia. 

Bilateral agreements also be made between A&N and Aceh allowing some cargo 

vessels to be operated between the two regions on charter basis. 

 

- Currently, huge quantity of sand is imported from Malaysia, but Indonesia doesn’t 

allow export of sand. A request was made to allow the import of sand from 

Indonesia, at least to Andaman from Aceh. 

 

- There is also a proposal to have fly-ash imported from Aceh to set up brick industry 

in Andaman with the idea of importing boulders instead of crushed stones, but there 

are issues such as identifying of right quarry to import/procure hence, help form 

government has been requested. 

 

- Import of stone from Visakhapatnam to Andaman is already happening. In south 

Andaman, where most quarry operations happens, cost of stone and requirement of 

stones is met by local quarry operations. But south islands from little Nicobar to 

Cambal Bay, most of the stone is imported from Visakhapatnam. 

 

- South Andaman’s stone quality is not high and is not allowed in many military 

http://www.asianconfluence.org/


 

 

tenders thus, most stone is imported from Visakhapatnam. Thus, looking to import 





 

 

 

stone from South East Asia and Aceh and it will not hamper the operations in any 

way. 
 

- Andaman entrepreneurs want to set up coconut processing units in Aceh but are 

facing issues of identifying right partners and industrial sites and require 

government of Indonesia’s help in these areas. 

 

- Fisheries is a sector with great potential to do a joint venture. Currently, foreign flag 

vessel is not allowed to fish in Indian water which poses an issue in having joint 

ventures. 

 

-  Deep sea fishing skill manpower and technology is in shortage in Andaman leaving 

the deep-sea fishing area relatively unexplored. Joint ventures with Aceh could be 

allow optimal exploitation of the available resources along with giving opportunity 

for fishermen of Andaman to learn from Aceh. 

 

- Joint venture can solve the problem of poor connectivity of Andaman also by 

allowing direct export of the fisheries to high end market of South East Asia. 

 

- Development can occur in 6-7% of revenue land rafter taking care of fragile 

ecosystems. 

 

- An annual yacht regatta started from Phuket to Andaman, but now the idea is being 

proposed of having yacht regatta starting from Singapore via Aceh to Andaman to 

tap the growing tourism potential and connecting both regions (Andaman-Aceh) 

with high-net worth individuals from Singapore. 

 

Dr. Vijay Sakuja, Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF), New Delhi 

 
- Times have changed and lot of developments have taken place in Andaman & 

Nicobar. In the past there were two flights a week but now there are more than a 

dozen. 

 

-  Now many developments have taken place and focus on issues have also changed. 

In the past, unlocking Andaman was the big issue today, recently environmental 

issues have gathered momentum. Intermix of security, economy and environment 

are the big issues to be addressed. 

 

- Shipping has a high potential, but currently no valuable cargo is available to ship. 

 
- Development have to take place carefully in a sustainable manner so as to not 

disturb the fragile ecosystem of the A&N. 

 

- Underwater connectivity: digital connectivity (optical cables) from Hong Kong 

region to East coast India to Indian Ocean, lack of intra-island digital 
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connectivity, which can be made part of Andaman-Aceh connectivity development. 
 

- New trend emerging which is called Transportation of energy. DC current is moving 

across quickly in Europe and currently Andaman is shortage of it. If potential 

energy source in Aceh region, a DC underwater cables way of engaging the two 

regions together. 

 

- Tourism is an important sector which needs to be developed. The idea of triangular 

tourism (Phuket, Aceh and A&N) was floated in the past but not much headway has 

been made. The question of what Aceh has to offer in terms of tourism needs to be 

carefully addressed as govt. will not come to rescue of any enterprise engaging in 

tourism sector. 

 

- India-Indonesia coordinated patrol, participation in Milan series of exercises etc. 

security option is being done. Indian coast guard and Indonesian coast guard has 

setup information centre and needs to be more careful as the region is very 

vulnerable and these marine enforcement agencies have a huge role to play in 

safeguarding the waterways. 

 

 
 

Mr. Vijay Roy, Chief editor, Echo of India, Port Blair 

 

- India-Indonesia should take maximum benefit from close proximity they share and 

close relations between the two nations will be mutually beneficial. 

 

- Benefit of the development of relations should reach the poor people of  the region. 

 

- Indonesia can offer their skill regarding deep sea fishing and it will be mutually 

beneficial. 

 

- Tourism in Andaman is restricted to domestic tourism. Indonesia can share their 

tourism infrastructure with India and this can be developed in A&N. 

 

- Exchange of art and culture between the two nations can also be achieved. 

Connectivity, power and health can also be developed between the two nations. 

 
Dr. A Subramanyam Raju, Pondicherry University, Pondicherry 

 
- A&N has become instrumental in enhancing India’s maritime profile. ¼ of total 

coastline, 30% of EEZ, 40% of India’s trade go through A&N. A&N acts as 

stimulator for India’s economic growth and they are located strategically in Indian 

Ocean. It is the gateway to BIMSTEC, South East Asia and Indo-Pacific. 

http://www.asianconfluence.org/


 

 

- Since India’s independence, mainland India to a large extent has 

been blind towards ocean and has treated A&N as dump yard. A&N’s 

underdevelopment even after 70 years of independence is manifestation of the 

above thinking of A&N as not integral part of India. The islands are helping 

mainland not the other way around. 

 

- Border region development should be looked more carefully by the GOI. These 

islands are making India closer to South East Asia and Indian Ocean. 

 

- Instead of common narrative of Kashmir to Kanyakumari, Kashmir to Indira point 

should be the talking points when we talk about India’s geography. 
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ANNEXURE B: 

 
Questions: 

 
1. Why has Indonesia not been made part of the BIMSTEC? If Indonesia is made part 

of BIMSTEC, then Andaman-Aceh Sabang connectivity will be easier to do. 

 

H.E. Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro, Ambassador of Indonesia to India: 

 
- It should be looked as multilayered efforts and not one endeavor over the other, but 

simultaneously we need to take multilateral layer effort. 

 

- When initially study was done Indonesian foreign ministry, they were studying the 

feasibility of connecting Aceh-Andaman and shipway in Myanmar. 

 

- There is also talk about including India as part of IMTGT via some mechanism, and 

there should be a multi-layered cooperation. 

 

- Currently, the intention of Indonesia’s joining BIMSTEC is unclear not because of 

lack of ambition but more of putting our thoughts together in this endeavor. 

 

- BOB (Bay of Bengal) has been a very important unit of geography pre-colonial era, 

and lot of changes happened during colonial times and now we will see more natural 

organic connectivity between literal states in the bay. We have identified 

shortcoming between India and Indonesia- lack of direct flight, lack of direct 

shipping. 

 

- In the past, all the ports of Sumatra faced Indian Ocean on the other side of the 

island, more as feeder to Singapore, and but regional government in Aceh and west 

Sumatra are now starting to think in a different way of importance of facing the 

Indian Ocean. 

 

- Certain that not too long Indonesia will start to thinking and putting considerations 

into Bay of Bengal and more serious consideration into various mechanism of 

making this geographic, geopolitical geo-economics unit of interaction. 

 

Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, GC, Asian Confluence, Chair 

 
- There is evolution in concept of BIMSTEC on India’s side also. Scholars argue that 

BIMSTEC has started to identify itself as a region containing large chunk of South 

Asia and South East Aisa. This evolution is supported and reinforced by external 

elements and is likely to meet convergence somewhere. 

http://www.asianconfluence.org/


  

 

 

3. Is there contradiction between demands of development and national security? And 

how do we harmonise and balance them? 

 

Dr. Vijay Sakuja, Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF), New Delhi 

 
- Inter-island connectivity between Andaman and Nicobar is the first and foremost 

issue that needs to addressed. 

 

- Secondary issue of connecting another littoral of Bay of Bengal. Since everything 

now has the world 

 

- In Andaman itself, 8-10 islands have opened up for tourism and it was for the 

purpose for security these islands were not being opened up. 

 

- Andaman is being opened for tourism while Nicobar is still being retained due to 

security implications and military issues. 

 

- Sustainable factor has to come into mind when thinking of Today, there exists a 

road connecting main Andaman Islands to up north till Mayabandar but it has taken 

us a lot of year. 

 

- It is good to encourage development but in the context of how sustainable is it 

especially given the fragile ecosystem of A&N. 

 

- The biggest issue in Andaman that faces is plastic pollution. A plastic gyre in the 

middle of Bay of Bengal is gravitation towards A&N and this issue of plastic 

pollution is also present along the coastline of Aceh. This issue needs to worked on 

collectively. 

 

Kuldeep Rai Sharma, MP of port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar: 

 
4.  Has government made any initiative to preserve the original inhabitants of 

Andaman in the process of economic development? 

 

Kuldeep Rai Sharma, MP of Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar: 

 
- GOI and A&N administration are taking care of all the six major tribes dwelling 

A&N. Every minute details and minute concerns of the tribe are being taken care 

of by the administration. 

 

5. What is the government’s plan on access of safe drinking water irrigation’s? Is there 

any plan of deep sea fishing up to 100 nautical miles and are there any technological 

upgradation required for vessels going to deep sea fishing? 

 

Kuldeep Rai Sharma, MP of Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar: 
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6. What is Indonesia’s regional view, and specifically Jakarta’s view of troubled state of 

the kat (in the backdrop of COVID crisis)? 

 

H.E. Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro, Ambassador of Indonesia to India: 

 
- From the view of Indonesia, importance of diplomacy has never been more 

important than today. This time for everyone to step up the efforts in diplomacy 

 

- Various mechanisms are in play e.g. the kuat, there are many diplomatic efforts in 

bilateral, regional levels that are taking place. 

 

- The key to solving the crisis is for everybody to sit together at the same table 

referring to ASEAN meetings and its mechanism. It is a testament to ASEAN’s 

ability that it is able to bring everybody together to sit around the table and be able 

to discuss security dilemma and security of countries. 

 

- There is need for ASEAN itself to give substance to its centrality. Centrality refers 

three interlocking ideas- geographical, institutional and diplomatic- and these can’t 

be separated. 

 

- ASEAN must step its effort in its diplomacy to add value to what is taking place, 

and also must take cognizance of the developments occurring in the region along 

with making itself useful in the efforts of regional countries in finding a way out of 

many issues. 

 
 

Dr. A. Subramanyam Raju’s final remarks: 

 
- Issues related to cooperation between India-Indonesia that need to be discussed: 

connectivity, trade, investment, shipping, port development, tourism, sea lanes 

communications, cultural linkages, physical linkages, security aspects and India’s 

act east policy, A&N development and disaster management 

 

- How to reach $50 billion trade between the nations by 2025 is an important question 

which needs to be further addressed. 

 

- Two nations have the responsibility to improve relationship between two  countries 

and look over interest in littoral countries. 

 

- Using this webinar to launch new set of ideas and to address carefully the question 

of what are the issues that are really important to enhance relations between the two 

nations. 

http://www.asianconfluence.org/


 

 

 

- Collaboration networking between intuition of both countries.   And have more interactions 

between the scholars from both the nations which will result in having a broader 

understanding of these two nations, which are big players in Indian Ocean. 
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