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Key Recommendations

Asian Confluence (AC) jointly with the ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS
organised a webinar titled “20 Years of Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC)”
through online video conferencing on 28 May 2020. Panelists were from prominent
think-tanks, business chambers of Mekong region. About 40 participants attended,
viewed the webinar discussion and took part in the Q&A session. Ambassador
Gautam Mukhopadhyay, Senior Visiting Fellow, Centre for Policy Research (CPR),
New Delhi delivered the Special Remarks and Chaired the webinar. Mr Sabyasachi
Dutta, Director of Asian Confluence gave the Welcome Remarks. Dr Prabir De,
Professor, RIS and Head, ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) made the lead presentation.
Mr Sabyasachi Dutta extended the Vote of Thanks at the end. The major
recommendations are as follows:

Amb. Gautam Mukhopadhyay, Senior Visiting Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research (CPR), New Delhi.

e In his Opening Address, Amb. Mukhopadhyay raised three pertinent issues that
he expected the panelist to address such as what MGC can do in this pandemic
era in Post-Covid-19 areas of cooperation; what are the progress achieved by
MGC in last two decades; and what are the new businesses and opportunities
between India and Mekong countries in this emerging scenario and how to
unlock such potentials in the global new order.

Dr Prabir De, Professor and Head, ASEAN-India Center (AIC), RIS, New
Delhi

e Early completion of the Trilateral Highway and a further extension to Cambodia,
Lao PDR and Vietnam would strengthen the regional connectivity.
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Higher bilateral (and also regional) development aid in MGC through the line of
credit (LoC), technical assistance, etc. will help strengthen MGC.

Elevate the MGC ministerial meeting to the Summit level

Resume flights, visa and travel in a calibrated manner with MGC and beyond
Bilateral free trade agreement (FTA) with Vietnam may generate new trade
opportunities - subject to studies and feasibilities

Enhanced cultural cooperation — studies, exchange of artists, films, food festival,
cultural heritage, preservation of heritage, joint projects between museums,
Nalanda University Online programme for MGC, etc.

MGC countries shall work for regulatory convergence, paperless trade and
simplification of trade procedures

MGC countries may initiate B2B business facilitation through industry
associations and chambers of commerce (e.g. FICCI-AIBC, CII, ASSOCHAM,
ICC, EEPC India, FIEO, etc)

Establish MGC Think-Tank Network of cultural studies, heritage, museums, etc.
A publication on 20 years of MGC including a Coffee Table book may be
commissioned.

Mr Madhuriya Dutta, Director, Trade and Investment Facilitation, Mekong
Institute (MI), Khon Kaen, Thailand

India can provide capacity building programme for the customs officials, who
are handling cargoes in the frontline to improve the trade facilitation process.
India and Mekong countries should collaborate to support the local
manufacturing units in post-Covid-19 period in order to create employment
opportunities and income generation in the region. Particularly, the garment
industry in Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam has suffered heavily due to
pandemic and need some joint initiative to strengthen the industry in the Mekong
region.

MGC should learn from other Mekong sub-regional cooperation initiatives such
as actionable projects, different mechanism and regularity of their programs,
etc., to scale up and streamline the MGC projects, funds and association in the
region.
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India and the Mekong region should jointly set-up a research and development
(R&D) centre for traditional medicine like Ayurveda to improve public health
care facilities in the Mekong region.

Deeper and more engagement between working groups, sectoral meetings with
respective ministry and enhance the engagement at the Summit level.

MGC programmes and projects should have more focus on regional aspects and
large projects so that they can be streamlined with national programmes for
sustainability and replicability.

Dr Xaybondith Rasapol, Director, Lao National Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (LNCCI), Vientiane, Lao PDR

Despite fewer cases of Covid-19 reported in Lao PDR, the economy has suffered
a huge economic loss because of lockdown in neighbouring countries. India can
support Lao PDR with pharmaceutical, meadical equipment, mask, hand
sanitizer, etc.

Lao PDR has a long relationship with India's business community. India should
invest in the agro-business industry, ICT related industry, microfinance, etc. to
strengthen the investment relationships between the two countries.

Need to have cooperation and information sharing between the industry
association and business chamber to promote B2B relation with Mekong region.

Mr Thuta Aung, Executive Chairman, Mandalay Forum for East Asian
Studies, Mandalay, Myanmar

Given the pandemic situation, India’s northeast and Myanmar’s northwest can
benefit substantuially from the e-governance. Indian should provide innovation
and ITeS to scale up the institutions of Myanmar and improve the country’s e-
governance.

India should scale up the institutions by combining taskforce with I1Ts and 11Ms
for initiating incubation centers to strengthen the university in Myanmar. In
addition to the G2G engagement in the education sector, we can encourage
NGOs and private sectors to promote education in the Mekong region.
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e India and Mekong region should jointly organize the workshops, conferences
etc., to share the cultural and economic aspects.

Dr Sophana Srichampa, Chair, Centre for Bharat Studies (CBS), Mahidol
University, Bangkok, Thailand

e India and Mekong countries may build up cooperation in health to share the
experience and mitigating strategy to overcome Covid-19 through video
conferencing such as webinar and social media between doctors, health workers,
etc.

e Despite the completion of 20 years of MGC, common people are not aware of
the MGC initiatives and programmes, and therefore, MGC countries should
jointly publish the achievements and projects in both online and offline to create
awareness among the people.

e India should provide IT scholarship for the Mekong students to develop the
capacity building in the IT sector.

¢ In case of health security, India and Mekong countries should share medical data
through an online platform and provide healthcare facilities.

e [ndia and Mekong countries should also cooperate in the traditional medicinal
products, yoga and ayurveda, and conduct training programmes.

e In case of food security, India and Mekong countries can jointly create a food
bank to use it during the crisis.

e India and Mekong countries are known for organic products. To support the
farmers growing organic crops in the region, information of organic farming and
farmers can be uploaded in an online platform to meet global consumers and
producers to procure the organic products from the MGC region.

e Both Ganga and Mekong deltas experience drought every year, which has huge
impact on agricultural sector and the food security. MGC region can jointly
initiative rainwater harvesting in the region to ensure water security and offer
reserve water for consumption during a drought situation.

e MGC countries should endorse cultural cooperation through funding joint
research by engaging students through online and bring out research on cultural
linkages between Ganga and Mekong rivers.
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e MGC countries can also support the virtual museum to offer a virtual experience
for young students in the digital world.

Dr Vo Thi Minh Leis, Deputy Head, Department for GMS Studies, Vietnam
Academy of Social Sciences (VASS), Ha Noi, Vietnam

e MGC should collaborate to share the experience to prevent the COVID-19 and
engage in research and development to control the spread.

e MGC can work together to produce a test kit for Covid-19.

e India has been producing pharmaceutical products and medical equipment for
long. In this regard, India can help MGC countries for producing test kit to fight
against Covid-19.

e India can support creating software to trace and track the Covid-19 cases in the
Mekong region to treat them effectively.

e India can help to identify MGC countries, which need assistance to fight against
Coronavirus and help them to protect from the second wave of the pandemic.

e To promote the trade relation among MGC, India and Mekong region should
cooperate in strengthening institutional linkages and extend the Trilateral

Highway to Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam.
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