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Conversation 4	 River Yomgo and Simphu @ Aalo

myNADI is a series 
of two-way conversa-
tions with communi-
ties to understand 
their engagement with 
their rivers and water. 
These  conversations 
are free flowing and in-
teractive consultation 
encouraging people to 
express their connect 
with the river closest 
to them. They aim to 
create a bottom up dis-
course incorporating 
concerns, challenges, 
needs and aspirations 
of local communities 
around rivers

Aalo, West Siang, Arunachal Pradesh:
Aalo, formerly Along, is situated at roughly 2000 feet from sea level and is 
at the confluence of two Himalayan rivers, the bigger Yomgo (also known 
as Siyom) and the smaller Siphu. It is also the headquarter of West Siang 
district of Arunachal Pradesh, which is bounded on the North by China, 
on the East by Upper Siang & Siang districts, on the South by Lower Siang 
& Assam and on the West by Upper Subansiri & Lower Subansiri districts 
of Arunachal Pradesh. Aalo is located about 220 kilometres (140 mi) from 
Likabali airport which is at the border of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. 
The nearest railway station is located around 150 km away at Silapathar, 
Assam. It has road connectivity with Itanagar (370 km) via Pasighat  
(105 km). 

The Asian Confluence team explored the neighbourhood and met people in 
Aalo and from villages of Kabu, Bagra and Darak along the banks of Yomgo, 
to help understand their engagement with the rivers. 
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Considerable Tourism Potential:
Aalo has some really beautiful locales, 
several small river islands on Yomgo 
(Siyom), very diverse flora and fauna 
and also a rich cultural heritage. The 
combination of all of these indicates that 
Aalo and its neighbourhood have immense 
tourism potential. In terms of cultural 
tourism, other than the traditional Mopin 
festival that is celebrated in early April, 
the Yomgo River Festival is now organised 
every year in January to promote tourism, indigenous culture and tradition, handloom and handicrafts. Aalo 
is also linked to Mechuka, which sits higher up at around 100 km from Aalo and is increasingly becoming 
popular as a tourism destination. The entire stretch from Pasighat-Aalo-Mechuka makes for a wonderful 
natural, wildlife and adventure tourism trail. 

Unique social and local governance of water resources:  Tribes share river resources and have 
informal arrangements to this end. Aalo, which has been the homeland for various tribes like Galo, 
Adi, Minyong, Bori, Bokar, Pailibo, Ramos, Memba etc, has a traditional norm where rivers are informally 
demarcated to be used by various tribes and villages against a certain tax to be paid to the local village 
administration for a designated time period.

 

Extremely rich in biodiversity:
High quality Oranges:DD  Aalo and its 
neighbourhood has the perfect weather 
that produces some of the best qualities 
of oranges. The potential for orange and 
other horticultural crops and related 
livelihood is majorly untapped. 
Innumerable Orchid species:DD  Aalo 
and its neighbourhood are home to 
a wide diversity of orchids and exotic 
flowers making the neighbourhood a 
wonderful location for exploration of 
floriculture which can lead to rich dividends for local population and also create economic avenues for 
the state. 
Healthy Diversity of Fish in Siyom river:DD  As per available reports, there are forty-four (44) species 
of fishes belonging to 9 families, in the Siyom river. There are good opportunities for aquaculture is 
certain pockets of the valleys. 
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Key Challenges:
Less-than adequate road and other forms of Connectivity:DD  The roads connecting Aalo to other 
commercial centres and hubs like Pasighat and Itangar are not in good shape. Particularly a 25 km 
stretch from Pangin (where Siyom meets Siam or Brahamaputra) to Aalo is heavily damaged. The 
helicopter service from Itanagar is also not dependable and safe during the monsoon months. 
Lack of sustainable livelihood options:DD  With a growing population, dwindling public sector jobs and 
low economic activities, livelihood opportunities are a concern. This has already led to start of extractive 
business like sand and rock mining, which can considerably damage the ecology and biodiversity of the 
state. Though tourism has promising prospects, the potential is largely untapped. 
Capacity and Skill gaps of local population:DD  The local population and youth lack exposure, capacity 
and skills, limiting the scope of entrepreneurial initiatives. While there are certain efforts from the 
government, there are almost no local level institutions or groups that can anchor, provide creative 
spaces and help develop/mentor local private sector champions and leaders. 

Key entry points towards prosperity and sustainability:
Building sustainable tourism around natural resources, biodiversity and cultural resources DD
Building horticultural and floricultural as economic activities and linking to larger outside markets, DD
technologies and trends. 
Hand-holding and building capacity of local institutions and youth groups to help develop and mentor DD
local success stories, private sector leaders and champions.

 

Key Allies identified:  Aalo Hiko Self Help Society and Paktu Ao Youth Welfare Association. Other than 
this there are some private sector entities and communities in the villages of  Kabu, Bagra and Darak.

Way Forward: A combination of horticulture, floriculture, sustainable tourism and water resource-linked 
livelihoods can transform Aalo into a rather prosperous neighbourhood. It needs collective and synergised 
action from government, civil society private sector and communities.
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