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The INTELLIGENT THIRD SPACE
f o r Vi b r a n t M e a n s a n d E n d s

The “Asian Confluence”, is an initiative of Divya Jeevan Foundation to promote an open space for cultural and intellectual exchanges towards creating a
better understanding of the North Eastern region of India in the larger context
of India as an emerging power in East Asian geopolitics.

The Third Space

Recent times have seen a renewed vigor in subregional engagement in mainly two spaces: one, led by Governments and two, initiated by big Businesses.
Governments can put in political structures. Big businesses with government
together can take a step forward by putting in economic structures. There is
however a Third Space beyond such efforts which can be nurtured: that of
a Civil Society driven network of communities across the region who are
votaries for win-win solutions across borders that ensure overall balanced
economic growth, and ensure security and stability.
The Third Space is not passive but intelligent and nurturing: daring stakeholders, people across disciplines, who think creatively for out-of-the-box
solutions and enable the human and natural aspects of development to be
interwoven with the physical aspects:
in the true spirit of INTEGRAL HUMANISM: EKATMA MANAVWAD..
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P.P.Shrivastav

PREFACE

The Shillong Dialogue with our neighbours in the South East Asia was aimed at consolidating the efforts
made so far by the Asian Confluence to catalyze the process of restoring our shared heritage of close socio-cultural, spiritual, economic and strategic bonding that existed not too long back, prior to colonization by foreign
powers. Now that our peoples have regained independence, time is opportune for us in India and our S-E Asian
neighbors to leverage our common history and aspirations to build a better, stable, peaceful and more prosperous
future – for Asian Resurgence.
National Governments in S-E Asia also think alike and several initiatives have been agreed upon (like Look
East Policy, BIMSTEC, Mekong-Ganga Cooperation etc by India) but the progress on the ground has been
admittedly slow. This, we feel, is due to lack of complimentary and supplementary efforts by the Civil Society at
the level of the community and the people. To mobilize them and channelize the streams of peoples’ aspirations
and will at the local, regional and national levels into a forceful confluence has been the vision of the Asian
Confluence. Such confluence will encourage and enable the Governments (in the First Space) and the Business
(in the Second Space) to seize the opportunity of the ground-swell (in the large Third Space of the people). This
organic, functional and spatial synergy will ensure quick seamless all-round development of our broad SE-Asian
region. The Shillong Dialogue is the first firm step-together in the march forward on this long journey. The
relevant issues were discussed in this International Conference and a comprehensive road-map for the journey
ahead emerged in the shape of the Shillong Consensus.
Special attention has to be given to the active and purposeful involvement of the people, especially the youth,
the bright boys and girls of the 8 States of our NE-Region, which form the land-bridge with our SE-Asian neighbours. Their growth, prosperity and vigorous participation in economic activities would smoothen out whatever
wrinkles remain in the developmental fabric of S-E Asia and also contribute to abiding stability by removing
trust-deficit wherever it exists. That will usher in an era of growing prosperity and a boom in employment opportunity in sectors like tourism, health, education, agro-industries etc, giving the large service sector a major boost
through sharing of skilled human capital of our youth.
The Shillong Consensus, the road-map that emerged out of the Shillong Dialogue is presented herein for
your perusal. We look forward to vigorous follow-up of the ten main areas of consensus, besides others, and seek
your support to ensure success of action in all the three spaces. That would also be our contribution to transformation of the old static Look East Policy to a dynamic Act East Policy enunciated by our PM Shri Narendra Modi.

Sd/P.P.Shrivastav
Shillong Dialogue Conference Chair
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thE SHILONG DIALOGUE : OBJECTIVES
1

To consolidate the process of bringing together Governments, Businesses, Academicians, Activists, Civil Society (especially in our North Eastern Region) AND
our immediate neighbours in South East Asia, to synergise ideas and evolve action
plans to further accelerate transformation of “Look East Policy” to “Act East Policy” through active association and support of the Civil Society

1

To initiate, stimulate and accelerate the process of revival and strengthening of the
age-old friendly socio-cultural, spiritual, economic & strategic ties between the
peoples of India and of our neighbouring countries in S-E Asia by leveraging our
common heritage, history and aspirations for Asian Resurgence, to build a better
and more prosperous future for us all.

1

To intensify purposeful involvement of the people of NER (our land bridge to the
S-E Asia), especially of our bright youth to contribute their talent in sectors like
tourism, health, education, agro-industries etc to build up prosperity for all in this
large Asian sub-region

1

To emerge with a consensus action plan on how civil society in the Third Space can
participate in and contribute to the success of the programmes of the Government
of India for development of the S-E Region and prosperity of its peoples

thE SHILONG DIALOGUE : Participation
A large number of widely known participants cutting across the spectrum of professions, expertise and backgrounds gathered for three days in this Shillong Dialogue and deliberated on issues of serious public and sub-regional interest with
very focused conversations on how this prolific and well-endowed sub-region
could collectively work and move together to maximize the benefits of cooperation under India’s Act East Policy, with a special focus on the role of Civil
Society. These delegates ranged from politics to diplomacy, bureaucracy to academics, media to NGOs and students to young leaders from Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Myanmar and Nepal.
1
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SHILLONG CONSENSUS: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1 		 Like-minded civil society organizations in the SE-Asian sub-region with the afore-

mentioned common objectives may be networked to function as a Forum to utilise
the Intelligent Third space for major thinking and alternative policy dialogues.
1		Tourism may be utilized as the fulcrum for encouraging friendship, cultural exchanges, showcasing of handicrafts and local produce, etc.
1 Conservation and showcasing of cultural and intellectual heritage deserves to be
given the topmost priority.
1		The Third Space should take the initiative to encourage institutionalization of systematic study, documentation, research and certification of Traditional Medicinal
systems and dissemination of this knowledge throughout the SE-Asian sub-region.
1		To ensure that the youth are the driving force in the operationalization of the ActEast Policy, cross border training and capacity building institutions in the form of
a regional skill grid may be set up.
1		Visa regime should be liberalized in terms of duration, entry points, means of entry and frequency of travel. Visa offices of all the friendly neighboring countries
in the SE-Asian sub-region may be opened in capitals of the North Eastern States
of India.
1 Mass advocacy programmes should be taken up in the Third Space by the Civil
Societies in their respective countries as a much-needed mutual trust-building
measure.
1		Multilateral institutions and professional agencies with much deeper expertise
and financing capabilities should be fully engaged with in order to speedily realize the connectivity goals.
1		Civil Society should launch massive awareness campaigns and sensitization drives
at all levels (especially among the youth and the student-community) to meet the
real challenge, namely: to re-brand the NER from a backward, conflict-ridden,
unsafe, economically deficit area, with anti-outsider isolationist mentality to that
of one with immense potential.
1 These responsibilities could be taken on by the Asian Confluence in the NER jointly
with an Agency in the First Space that represents not only the NE States but also
the Central Government which is responsible for effective transformation of its
Look-East Policy to Act-East Policy in an effective manner.

2

Conference Concept Brief
India’s North Eastern States along with Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and Bangladesh form one of the most intricately woven diversity hotspots of the globe at
the levels of race, religion, art, language, social customs and bio-diversity. The
region is the bridge between the Indic and the Far Eastern Cultures. This is the
region where many Asian Cultures meet. Sharing as many as five international boundaries, it is India’s gateway to East Asia and theirs to India. It is really
an Asian Confluence that needs to be celebrated as a global cultural diversity
hotspot.
India has long enunciated her Look East Policy. In recent times, this policy has
gained further prominence, holding the key to India’s regional development as it
can help end the landlocked isolation of her North Eastern States and open up the
region to the larger East Asian theatre. The level and quality of socio-economic
cooperation between India and Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and Bangladesh are key
factors for the overall development of the entire region.
Recent times have seen a renewed vigor in engagement among these countries in
mainly two spaces: one, led by Governments and two, initiated by Big Businesses. Governments can put in political structures. Big Businesses with government
together can take a step forward by putting in economic structures. There is however a Third Space beyond such efforts which can be nurtured: that of a Civil
Society driven network of communities across the region who are votaries for
win-win solutions across borders that ensure overall balanced economic growth,
and ensure security and stability. The Third Space is not passive but intelligent
and nurturing: daring stakeholders, people across disciplines, who think creatively for out-of-the-box solutions.

3
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Transforming the Look East Policy to an Act East Policy will hinge on Civil Society initiatives that create bridges of mutual confidence and friendship to nurture
human capital, which can operate the physical, economic and political infrastructures that Governments put in place. In addition to economic initiatives, organizations and individuals can (and should) play a more proactive role in the region
through bottoms-up approach of socio-cultural exchanges of local knowledge &
skills through fairs & festivals; trade & commerce; games & sports; debates &
competitions; inter-communication over internet, and such like. Developing sectors like education, tourism and health services with injection of ground-level
science & technology innovations, can give the large service sector a major boost
to sharing of much needed skilled human capital among the neighbors. This holds
the key to breaking the psychological barriers, promoting goodwill and prosperity
within this larger region and also creating confidence in the political and economic structure that governments are trying to put in place.
However considerable trust deficit in the region inhibits development and winwin synergies from taking place. India’s links with South East Asian neighbors
span centuries of spiritual, cultural, economic and strategic ties. The hiatus created by colonization, cold war and other developments are finally a thing of the
past. India and its South East Asian neighbors must leverage their common history and aspirations to build a better, peaceful and more prosperous future by reviving and redeveloping physical, psychological, economic and organic linkages
among the Civil Societies of the region before it is too late.
All these can be most effectively done by the Third Space. Engaging with and
nurturing this intelligent Third Space can unleash many forces for growth and
overall prosperity in this Region.
The
composite region
comprising India’s North
Eastern States and her immediate
neighbour comprising Bhutan, Nepal,
Bangladesh and Myanmar really an Asian
Confluence that needs to be celebrated as a
global cultural diversity hotspot.

4

The Shillong Consensus
The Asian Confluence (a unit of Divya Jeevan Foundation) with the support of Indian Council of World Affairs organized The Shillong Dialogue (5th & 6th December 2014) in furtherance of its Intelligent Third Space Initiative. The basic objective was to explore and highlight the role of Civil Society in reviving the bonds
of close friendship, trade and commerce, and the shared cultural heritage and
prosperity that existed in the pre-colonial past among the peoples inhabiting the
general areas in South East Asia, irrigated by the mighty river-systems of Sindhu
(Indus), Ganga, Brahmaputra, Meghna, Salween, Irrawaddy, Mekong and beyond
extending up to the Indonesian Islands. India’s North Eastern States along with
Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and Bangladesh and further beyond constitute the most
intricately woven diversity hotspot of the globe at the levels of race, religion,
culture, art, language, social customs and bio-diversity. This is the region where
many Asian cultures meet. For India, her North Eastern States sharing as many
as five international boundaries, form India’s gateway to East Asia and theirs to
India. India’s North Eastern Region (NER) has inherited the best in body and
mind from many races; the best in the field of art from many cultures. Its people
are equally at home in the martial arts, in games and sports as in fine arts, song
and dance, literature and poetry, as in weaving and carving. Nature has endowed
NER with immense riches by way of rivers and lakes, forests and fields, hills and
vales below the surface of which lies buried boundless wealth of petroleum and
gas, coal and minerals, etc. It has plentiful rains and all types of climates where
all types of fruits and vegetables, grains and herbs can grow. These qualities are
also shared by our neighbors making the SE-Asian region immensely rich. Only
we have to come together to convert these rich resources into material prosperity
to reap and share the benefits in a sustainable manner.
The
brainstorming seminar
brought together a cross-section of
stake-holders – civil society, media,
business, diplomats and politicians – and came
up with concrete and practical recommendations
for the region, focusing the role of the Third Space.

5
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With the policy paradigm of the Government of India changing from Look East
to Act East, and the commitment of the visionary Prime Minister of India, Shri
Narendra Modi, in this regard, time has come for the Civil Society in the NER
to take on the role of advocacy among the people to play an active role in making NER an interactive hub in the entire SE-Asian sub-region. There is already
considerable rhetoric about NER being India’s GATEWAY to the EAST as part
of India’s Look-East Policy. To transform it into a meaningful Act-East Policy, it
has to be followed by doable actions and tangible realities that bring friendliness,
prosperity and happiness to this large Asian Sub-region.
A large number of widely known participants cutting across the spectrum of professions, expertise and backgrounds gathered for three days in this Shillong Dialogue and deliberated on issues of serious public and sub-regional interest with
very focused conversations on how this prolific and well-endowed sub-region
could collectively work and move together to maximize the benefits of cooperation under India’s Act East Policy, with a special focus on the role of Civil
Society. These delegates ranged from politics to diplomacy, bureaucracy to academics, media to NGOs and students to young leaders from Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Myanmar and Nepal.
We are convinced that the successful implementation of the Act East Policy
through people/community-centric projects is a practical proposition that would
benefit the entire sub-region and that India’s NER, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar and Nepal are best-placed to take the lead in kick-starting the process. Civil
Society of the NER is capable of taking a holistic view of the issue and has to
play a critical role in acting as bridges of friendship and trust with people from
across India’s immediate eastern neighborhood and as a major support system
to the state and central governments in India. Civil Society can fast evolve and
emerge as an intelligent third space in the NER, nurture out-of-the-box solutions
for sustainable and symbiotic friendship, peace, development and stability in the
sub-region. The need is for a network of like-minded institutions in each country
of SE-Asia acting in tandem, to achieve the objectives. Asian Confluence can
play the coordinating role for this.
6

For transforming the Look-East Policy to Act-East Policy, the Government of
India in the Ministry of External Affairs (in conjunction with other key relevant
Ministries like Home, HRD, Tourism and Culture) may consider designating its
appropriate agency to advise and approve projects to implement its policies on
the ground in close cooperation with the Intelligent Third Space. In this context,
the North Eastern Council (NEC), which is a Central Agency located in NER
with top-level representation from all NE States would appear to be in the best
position to play the coordinating and watch-dog role to see timely implementation of the relevant projects. To forestall time and cost overruns, Asian Confluence could work in close coordination with NEC in keeping track of the progress
of such projects and keep the concerned agencies timely advised of the needed
corrective measures.
The Shillong Dialogue led to consensus on a few points for consideration of the
Government (in the First Space), the Private Sector (in the Second Space) and
Action Points for the Civil Society to kick-start the process in the Third Space.
These are:
8 Like-minded civil society organizations in the SE-Asian sub-region with the
aforementioned common objectives may be networked to function as a Forum to utilise the Intelligent Third space for major thinking and alternative
policy dialogues. This Forum may formulate and monitor projects with bottoms-up approach to implement the Act-East policy with strict cost and time
framework. These projects should mostly concentrate on softer yet widely
people-centric sectors like tourism, culture, education, skill & entrepreneurship, alternative medicinal systems, e-connectivity, etc.
8 Tourism may be utilized as the fulcrum for encouraging friendship, cultural
exchanges, showcasing of handicrafts and local produce, etc. Specific yet
comprehensive projects in the Tourism sector may include Spiritual Tourism, Heritage Tourism, Health Tourism, Mountain-to-sea Tourism (Meghalaya, Arunachal, Sikkim and Darjeeling to West Bengal and Bangladesh),
Eco-Tourism spiced with Adventure-Tourism and War Related Nostal7
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gia-Tourism and such others. The Third Space calls for setting up of Natural
Economic Zones that take into account factors like topographic/demographic
contiguity and would like to cooperate with the First and Second Spaces in
developing viable sub-regional tourism circuits.
8 Conservation and showcasing of cultural and intellectual heritage deserves
to be given the topmost priority. A specific initiative, Behold the Buddha,
is conceived as a grand multi-country collaborative cultural presentation to
cover the performing arts of the region where Buddhism has travelled. Fairs
and Festivals may be utilized to showcase cultural programmes from countries in the SE-Asian sub-region.
8 The Third Space should take the initiative to encourage institutionalization of
systematic study, documentation, research and certification of Traditional Medicinal systems and dissemination of this knowledge throughout the SE-Asian
sub-region. Some of these are well studied and very effective while others are
not studied but reputed to be effective. Activities related to bio-diversity and
folk knowledge should be institutionalized on a sub-regional basis and linked
with similar institutions and practices in the entire South East Asian sub-region.
8 To ensure that the youth are the driving force in the operationalization of the
Act-East Policy, cross border training and capacity building institutions in
the form of a regional skill grid may be set up to undertake massive training
programmes, knowledge enhancing exercises and exposure meetings, skill
development initiatives and entrepreneurial capacity building. Universities
in NER should be encouraged to attract students and researchers. Special
attention should be given to selection of faculty and to have region-specific
curricula and specializations. That will generate a critical mass of social and
natural scientists, academics, management experts and professionals who
would hasten the pace of development, peace and stability. At the foundational level, there is great need for drastically improving the standard of
teaching, especially in mathematics, science and language, starting at primary
levels to improve the percentage of students who opt for the science-stream.
8

8 Visa regime should be liberalized in terms of duration, entry points, means
of entry and frequency of travel. Visa offices of all the friendly neighboring
countries in the SE-Asian sub-region may be opened in capitals of the North
Eastern States of India to promote bona fide cross border movement and interactions for education, cultural exchanges, tourism, business, health, civil
society activities, disaster management and other pertinent activities.
8 Mass advocacy programmes should be taken up in the Third Space by
the Civil Societies in their respective countries as a much-needed mutual
trust-building measure. The Governments may be persuaded to realistically
address geographical realities, development orientations and long term connectivity needs. Multi-sector programmes like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical & Economic Cooperation -which has
people-oriented components in the fields of tourism, education, culture etc,
that will make connectivity meaningful) and BIG-B Initiative (Bay of Bengal
Industrial Growth Belt initiative), should be used as vehicles for promoting
Civil Society exchanges as confidence-building measures. These grand ideas
should be projectivized without delay and implemented in cooperation with
Civil Society to create pockets of surplus in goods and skills, and eliminate
the trust deficit.
8 Multilateral institutions and professional agencies with much deeper expertise and financing capabilities should be fully engaged with in order to
speedily realize the connectivity goals including roads, transport, inland water system, railways and air and other virtual and land based communications networks within the NER and its immediate neighbors for dispersal
of surpluses of goods and skills generated by various existing and aforesaid
productive projects.

9
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8 Civil Society should launch massive awareness campaigns and sensitization
drives at all levels (especially among the youth and the student-community)
to meet the real challenge, namely: to re-brand the NER from a backward,
conflict-ridden, unsafe, economically deficit area, with anti-outsider isolationist mentality to that of one with immense potential of natural wealth,
unparalleled developmental opportunities, with progressive people open to
learning new skills and earn regional, national and even SE-Asian prosperity; and to function as model gateway of India to the countries in the East. An
equally formidable challenge is to develop proper and healthy people-to-people contacts and engage in legal community-centric cross-border projects
and transform borders into symbols of inter-dependence and opportunities,
instead of clandestine channels for militants and smuggling in drugs, arms
and contraband.
8 These responsibilities could be taken on by the Asian Confluence in the NER
jointly with an Agency in the First Space that represents not only the NE
States but also the Central Government which is responsible for effective
transformation of its Look-East Policy to Act-East Policy in an effective
manner. {The NEC appears to be ideally suited for this purpose provided its
functioning is radically rejuvenated.} A Joint Action Coordination Committee should be set up to bring about close coordination for taking the Asian
Confluence-movement forward with active cooperation of all the three Spaces. The JACC may have representations from:
F First Space – Central Ministries: MEA, MHA, M.DoNER, Other Ministries
& State Govts concerned.
F Second Space – Chambers of Commerce/Industry at National & Regional
Levels; Bodies representing specific relevant Sectors (like Tourism, Handicrafts, Skill-development etc.).
F Third Space – Academicians; Grass-Root Activists, University run organizations and Think-Tanks; ICWA; and Asian Confluence as the focal point.
10

Agenda
Inaugural Session
Welcome by Master of Ceremonies: Shri Nicholas J Kharnami
Screening of the Film: Highway to the Asian Century by
Shri Suhas Borker
Arrival of Governor
National Anthem
Felicitations
Lighting of Lamp
Dr. K.K Paul, Hon’ble Governor of Meghalaya
Amb. Dago Tshering, Former Ambassador of Bhutan to India
Fazle Hossain Badshah, MP, Bangladesh
RAM Obaidul Muktadir Chowdhury, MP, Bangladesh
Mr. Soe Myint, Editor Mizzima Media Group, Myanmar
Shri Surya Dhungel, Constitutional Advisor to President of Nepal
Amb. Ranjit Gupta, Representative ICWA
Shri. P.P Shrivastav IAS (Retd.), Chairman Conference Organizing Committee
Dr. B.B Dutta, Ex-MP (RS), Chairman, Asian Confluence
Welcome Address
Video Message
Keynote Address
Chairperson’s Remarks
Vote of Thanks
National Anthem
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Shri P.P Shrivastav, Conference Chair
H.H Shri Sri Ravi Shankar, Founder,Art of Living
Dr. K.K Paul , Hon’ble Governor of Meghalaya
Amb. Ranjit Gupta , IFS (Retd.)
Sabyasachi Dutta, Director, Asian Confluence
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DAY 1: Friday, 5th December, 2014

Session 1: Regional and Sub-Regional Realities: The Voice from Below

Revisiting the geographical, geo-economic and geopolitical imperatives that
bind the composite region of North East India, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Bangladesh together. India’s Look East Policy has gone through several incarnations. Prime Minister Modi has transformed it to the Act East Policy. Several
Experiments in sub-regional cooperation have also been underway, primarily
in the governmental and commercial space. Transcending the successes and
failures of these, what are the people’s aspirations? What is the voice of the
region? How does that voice find expression? What is the most appropriate
platform? How does this voice get heard in the corridors of power where policies are enunciated and resources allocated?

Chair w Shri. Falguni Rajkumar		 Chairman IIM, Shillong
				Prof. Mahendra Lama		JNU
			 w Shri Rangan Datta				 IAS (Retd.)
			 w Ms. Patricia Mukhim			 Columnist, Meghalaya
w Shri Subir Bhowmik			 Journalist

12

Session 2: What is Our Togetherness Agenda?

India, its North Eastern region, and its immediate neighborhood in South East
Asia, have their own distinct identities, but they all stand to benefit from the
currents of globalization. Besides, the region has a huge potential to pursue a
“togetherness agenda”, taking advantage of the region’s geography and history. Can we together cash in on our location, culture and history and demonstrate that together we can improve the future of our people in all spheres?

Chair w Shri Fazle Hossain Badshah Member of Parliament, Bangladesh
			 Amb. Navrekha Sharma		 IFS (Retd.) Former Ambassador of India to 		
												Indonesia
		w Mr. Soe Myint					 Editor in Chief, Mizzima Group, Myanmar
		w Ms. Patricia Mukhim			 Columnist, Meghalaya
		w Shri Laldinkim Sailo			 Research Associate, National University of
												Singapore
			
					

13

The Shillong Consensus

|Conference Report

Session 3: Setting the Togetherness Agenda and Regaining the Third Space

What are the common initiatives in governance that are needed to forge a
common future? What is the role of civil society in rejuvenating the polity and
bringing polity to national roots? What are those structures that can empower
the Third space to catalyze and build on the physical connectivity initiative of
the first (government) and second (business) spaces, leverage the information
highway and finally enable the emotional, intellectual and economic bonding
of the region? Who will constitute this third space?

Chair w Dr. Subhash Kashyap 			 Former Secretary General (Lok Sabha) & 		
												Authority on Constitution & Law
		 Mr. Dago Tshering 			 Former Ambassador of Bhutan to India
		w Shri Surya Dhungel			 Legal and Constitutional Advisor
												to the President of Nepal					
		w Mr. Obaidul Muktadir 			 Member of Parliament, Bangladesh
			Chowdhury
		w Prof. Amar Yumnan			 Department of Economics, Manipur
												University

Dinner: Hosted by the Chief Minister of Meghalaya
14

DAY 2: Saturday, 6th Dec., 2014
Session 4: Enabling of Culture and Tourism by the Third Space

Culture, Sports and Tourism are major bonding forces that transcend all types
of barriers between people and nations. Their tremendous potential in bridging the trust deficit throughout this region needs to be effectively harnessed
and optimized. Experts need to draw up practical ways of achieving this basic
objective. Can we list out how this can be taken forward in an effective, timebound manner? Cultural tourism can be an effective vehicle for economic
growth. Taking stock of the common threads of history, culture and lifestyle
that can bind the region, what are those concrete and actionable agendas that
civil society can enable?

Chair w Shri M.P Bezbaruah IAS (Retd.) Member, NEC, North Eastern State 		
														 Council
Amb. Suryakanthi Tripathi		 IFS (Retd.)
		w Mr. Mesbah Kamal					 Dhaka University
		w Shri Subir Bhowmik 				 East India Correspondent, BBC
		w Mr. Soe Myint						 Editor in Chief, Mizzima Group,
														 Myanmar

15
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Session 5: Education and Skill Development for Regional Cooperation

Is the current curriculum adequate to address the criticalities of the times?
Do we know enough of the South East Asian countries, their histories, geographies, cultures, languages and what triggers their interests? What are the
spaces we from the NE can fill; what are the spaces our neighbors can fill?
Is large-scale assembly line manufacturing or processing the only way? With
our rich human capital, shouldn’t we go for service industry in a big way?
What are our niche strengths? What soft skills do we want to export? Civil
Society needs to mobilize experts and the Government to work out practical
plans and implement them.

Chair w Dr. R.S Mooshahary 		 Former Governor of Meghalaya
		w Dr. Joram Begi				 Former Registrar, Arunachal University &
											Director, Higher & Technical Edu, Govt. of 		
											Arunachal Pradesh
		w Shri K.N Kumar, IAS		 Principal Secretary, Rural Development,
											Government of Meghalaya
		w Shri Aman Sinha			 Sr. Advocate, Supreme Court of India

16

Session 6: Managing Perceptions and the Third Space

Civil Society should be engaged to create a positive perception of the region.
What can be an action plan for this? The approach to engage with the First
and Second space (government and big business) has to be rationalized. A
paradigm shift from confrontation to constructive engagement is the need of
the hour.

Chair w Amb. Nengcha Lhouvum		 Dean, Foreign Services Institute, New Delhi
		w Shri Toki Blah, IAS (Retd.) President, ICARE, Shillong			
		w Shri Siddharth Bhattacharya Sr. Advocate, Guwahati High Court
		w Shri Tapir Gao					 General Secretary, BJP (Arunachal Pradesh)
		w Shri Laldinkim Sailo			 Research Associate, Institute of South Asian 		
												Studies (ISAS)

17
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Session 7: Views on Prospects of Indo-Myanmar Relations

Welcome Address
w Shri Sabyasachi Dutta				 Director, Asian Confluence
Introductory Comments
w Amb. Gautam Mukhopadhaya Indian Ambassador to Myanmar
Keynote Address 		 		
w HE U Thar Aye 					 Chief Minister of Sagaing Region, Myanmar
Keynote Address
w HE U Lajon Ngan Seng 			 Chief Minister of Kachin State, Myanmar
Vote of Thanks
w Dr. B.B Dutta						Chairman, Asian Confluence
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Session 8: Valedictory Session

Presiding
		w Dr. R.S Mooshahary				 Former Governor of Meghalaya
Summing Up
		w Dr. B.B Dutta 						 Chairman, Asian Confluence
Reading of the Shillong Consensus
		w Shri Sabyasachi Dutta				 Director, Asian Confluence
Keynote Address				
		w Amb. Gautam Mukhopadhaya Indian Ambassador to Myanmar
Presidential Remarks
		w Dr. R.S Mooshahary				 Former Governor of Meghalaya
Vote of Thanks
		w Shri P.P ShrivastavIAS (Retd.) Chairman, Conference Organizing 			
													Committee
Dinner at Asian Confluence

A
performance by
students from Myanmar
studying in Shillong in honor of the
visiting Myanmar Delegation comprising the
Hon’ble CMs HE U Thar Aye and HE U Lajon
Ngan Seng and Amb. Gautam Mukhopadhaya
and Amb. Nengcha Lhouvum in the gracious
presence of Dr. KK Paul
Hon’ble Governor of Meghalaya
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Invited Participants
HE Dr. K.K Paul

Governor of Meghalaya

HE U Lajon Ngan Seng

Amb. Dago Tshering

Chief Minister of Kachin State, Republic of the Union of
Myanmar
Chief Minister of Sagaing Region, Republic of the Union
of Myanmar
Former Ambassador of Bhutan to India

Amb. Gautam Mukhopadhaya

India’s Ambassador to Myanmar

Amb. Amitava Tripathi

Indian Foreign Service (Retd.)

Amb. Navrekha Sharma

Indian Foreign Service (Retd.)

Amb. Nengcha Lhouvum

Dean, Foreign Services Institute, New Delhi

Amb. Ranjit Gupta

Indian Foreign Service (Retd.)

Amb. Suryakanthi Tripathi

Indian Foreign Service (Retd.)

Brig. Chhikara

Ex-Defence Personel

Dr. B.B Dutta

Former MP (RS) & Chairman, DJF – Asian Confluence

Dr. C Joshua Thomas

ICSSR

HE U Thar Aye

Dr. R.S Mooshahary

Vice-Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth
University
Former Governor of Meghalaya

Dr. Subhash Kashyap

Former Secretary-General, Lok Sabha

Dr. Surya Dhungel

Legal and Constitutional Advisor to the President of Nepal

Father Stephen Mavely

Don Bosco University

Mr. Axel Goethals

CEO, European Institute of Asian Studies, Belgium

Mr. Fazle Hossain Badshah

Member of Parliament, Bangladesh

Mr. Mark Stone

CEO, Avenues

Dr. Prithvish Nag
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Mr. Mesbah Uddin Ahmed

Research and Development Collective, Bangladesh

Mr. Soe Myint

Editor, Mizzima Newspaper Group, Myanmar

Ms. Falguni Rajkumar

Chairman, Board of Governors, IIM Shillong

Ms. Hasina Kharbih

CEO, Impulse Social Enterprises

Ms. Helen Giri

Artist and Activist

Ms. Patricia Mukhim

Journalist

Ms. Rakhee Bhattacharjee
Prof Mahendra Lama

Associate Director, Rajiv Gandhi Institute for
Contemporary Studies
VC, SKM Central University

Prof. Amar Yumnam

Department of Economics, Manipur University

Prof. L.S Gassah

ICSSR

Prof. Monirul Hussain

Dept. of Political Science, Guwahati University

Prof. Sanjeeb Kakoty, IIM

Associate Professor, IIM Shillong

RAM Obaidul Muktadir
Chowdhury
Shri Aiban Swer

Member of Parliament, Bangladesh and State Minister,
CHT
OSD, Meghalaya Institute of Governance

Shri A.K Nongkynrih

Dept. of Sociology, NEHU

Shri Akhil Ranjan Dutta

Professor, Political Science, Guwahati University

Shri Alemtemshi Jamir

Retd. Chief Secretary, Nagaland

Shri Aman Sinha

Advocate, Supreme Court and National Spokesperson, BJP

Shri Ameising Luikham

Secretary, NEC

Shri Anirban Roy

Regional Advisor to British Government

Shri Barkose Warjri

Chief Secretary, Meghalaya

Shri Binod Bawri

Board of Directors, Think India Foundation

Shri Charles Pyngrope

Former Speaker, Meghalaya Legislative Assembly
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Shri Chombey Zee

Businessman and Social Activist

Shri Gurudas Das

Professor, NIIT, Silchar

Shri James Sangma

MLA, Meghalaya

Shri Jemino Mawthoh

MLA, Meghalaya

Shri Joram Begi

Director, Higher & Technical Edu, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh

Shri K.N Kumar, IAS

Principal Secretary to Govt. of Meghalaya

Shri K.S Kropha

Add. Chief Secretary, Govt. of Meghalaya

Shri LaldinkimaSailo
Shri L.R Sailo

Research Associate, Institute of South Asian Studies
(ISAS)
Secretary, Mizoram Govt.

Shri Mark Nongrum

Social Activist

Shri M.P Bezbaruah

Member, North Eastern Council

Shri N Munish Singh

Regional Officer, ICCR, Shillong

Shri Pankaj Jain

Principal Secretary, Govt. of Meghalaya

Shri Paul Lyngdoh

MLA, Meghalaya

Shri P.D Rai

Member of Parliament, Sikkim, India

Shri Pema Khandu

Minister of Tourism, Arunachal Pradesh

Shri Peter Hanaman, IPS

DGP, Meghalaya

Shri Pisi Zau Ing

Editor, Miao Times, Arunachal Pradesh

Shri P.K Shrivastava,IAS

Principal Secretary, Education, Govt. of Meghalaya

Shri P.P Shrivastav, IAS (Retd.)
Shri Radha Binod Koijam

Former Member, North Eastern Council (2005-13)
& Adviser, Asian Confluence
President, RESDOR – NE

Shri Rangan Datta

IAS (Retd.)

Shri Riewad Warjri

India’s former Ambassador to Colombia
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Shri R.M Mishra,IAS

Principal Secretary, Govt. of Meghalaya

Shri Sabyasachi Dutta

Director, Asian Confluence

Shri Sai Laksmi

NGO, Tamil Nadu

Shri Saibal Ray Choudhury

Joint. Secretary, GoI

Shri Samudragupta Kashyap

Journalist

Shri Scott Lyngdoh

Former Home Minister, Meghalaya

Shri Shivachandra Rajkumar

President, Indo-Myanmar Fraternal Alliance, Imphal

Shri Siddhartha Bhattacharya

Advocate

Shri Sourav Sen

American Consulate

Shri Subir Bhaumik

Senior Editor, bdnews24.com

Shri Suhas Borkar

Editor & Executive Director, CFTV News

Shri Sumarbin Umdor

Dept. of Economics, NEHU

Shri Tapir Gao

General Secretary, BJP

Shri Toki Blah

Former IAS and Activist

Shri T.P Khaund

Principal Advisor, Govt. of Mizoram

Shri Wasbir Hussain

Executive Director, Center for Development and Peace
Studies
Former Chief Secretary, Govt. of Meghalaya

Shri W.M.S Pariat
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1 : The Governor of Meghalaya H.E Shri K.K.Paul
inaugurated the conference along and H.E. Shri
Gautam Mukhopadhaya, Ambassador of India to
Myanmar gave the valedictory address.
2 : ICWA Director General Amb. Rajeev Bhatia, at an informal interaction with the “Third Space” at the Asian
Confluence Centre. Seen with Dr.B.B. Dutta former
MP ( R.S) and Chairman Divya Jeevan Foundation,
Shri P.P.Shrivastav, Conference Chair and member,
governing council, Asian Confluence, former member North Eastern Council and Shri M.P. Bezbaruah ,
member North Eastern Council.
3 : Video message from H.H. Sri Sri Ravi Shankar,
Founder Art of Living, where he called upon the
“Third Space” to make North East a “ Herbal Garden”
4-5 : The Conference witnessed active participation
through all the sessions
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6

7

8

9

10

11

6&7 : The Chief Ministers of Sagain and Kachin State of Myanmar with Myanmar Students at
a special interaction organized at the Asian Confluence Center on 6th Dec evening.
8 : Evening saw live cultural performances by groups from all over North East : The power
of the Third Space.
9 : Ambassador Nengcha Lhouvum with the participants.
10. : Excellency HE U Thar Aye Chief Minister of Sagaing Region; Excellency HE U
Lajon Ngan Seng ; Chief Minister of Kachin State; Amb. Gautam Mukhopadhaya India’s
Ambassador to Myanmar, at the Asian Confluence.
11. : Ambassador Dago Tshering Former Ambassador of Bhutan to India with Bhutanese
students of Shillong at the Asian Confluence for a youth meet held on the sidelines.
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ABOUT ASIAN CONFLUENCE
The “Asian Confluence”, is an initiative of Divya Jeevan
Foundation to promote an open space for cultural and intellectual exchanges towards creating better uderstanding of the North Eastern region of
India in the larger context of India as an emerging power in East Asian geopolitics. It is a
well established fact that, given the proximity of the North Eastern states of India with the
countries of South East Asia, the great biological, anthropological and cultural diversity,
and the strategic geopolitical profile of this region, there exists an immense potential for
growth and development. The challenges to unlock this growth potential are also manifold, and several governmental initiatives towards this goal are already underway. However the role of civil society in forging an environment, conducive to growth, is a factor
that has assumed great importance in recent times and one which cannot be overlooked.
Through research, training and advocacy programs, the Asian Confluence project provides an opportunity for civil society to enhance people to people contact between India
and South East Asian countries and also encourage a better understanding of the cultural and socio-political issues of the region that actually are the driving force behind
India’s “Act East Policy”. At the heart of the project are initiatives that encourage people to people exchange such as, promoting research and interest in the region through
educational tourism, cultural tourism, creation of “out of the box” livelihood generation
by promoting eco-friendly products and services, impetus to green industries aimed at
economic development by forging a network of civil society organizations working on
similar objectives. The project organizes and facilitates cultural programs, exchange programs, talks, discussions and symposia with scholars and leaders of culture and thought,
from India and abroad.
To galvanize these, an activity hub has been created in the heart of the educational district of Shillong, the cultural and educational capital of the North East: namely the Asian
Confluence Center. The “Asian Confluence Center” offers state of the art conference
center, training centre and guesthouse facilities for organizations and individuals to host
seminars, conferences, lectures and networking meets.
The project is funded by donations, grants, membership fees, rent for use of center facilities, revenue from educational and cultural programs, sale of local products and other
support activities.
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ABOUT DIVYA JEEVAN FOUNDATION SOCIETY
Divya Jeevan Foundation Society is educational not-for-profit non governmental organization dedicated to the noble ideal to act as a solvent of ancient hostilities and bitter
prejudices that divides men, groups and nations and
be a harmonizer in a world driven by mortal conflict.
and to foster an atmosphere of creativity and assist in the emergence of a new social
order which is at once at peace with itself and its surroundings and remains unspoilt
by barren intellectualism .It activities thereby aim to foster the creation of a values
driven base to the process of modernization and ensure that social transformation is
not derailed from the deep spirituality of man irrespective of caste, creed, religion,
isms and beliefs
Divya Jeevan Foundation was registered as a Social, Cultural, Educational, Scientific
and Charitable society under the Meghalaya Societies Registration Act XII of 1983 on the Thirteenth day of June, Nineteen
Ninety Six (Registration Number and the date of registration:
SR/DJFS 305/96 Date: 13th June, 1996) with its registered
office at, “Divyajeevan”, Lady Veronica Path, Laitumkhrah,
Shillong – 793003. Donations within India to DJFS enjoy 80G
benefits and International grants/donations are allowed under FCRA guidelines. The
organization is registered with the Planning commission of India, has worked on projects with a Ministry of External Affairs( public diplomacy division) and has hosted a
large number of luminaries of national and international repute on its platform.
Focusing primarily on the eastern and north eastern region of India and its strategic significance to the development of India in the East Asian global canvas, the foundation
runs several research, training and advocacy projects in the fields of environment, education and governance. Green Environment, Good Education and Good Governance
are the three main goals of all the projects of Divya Jeevan Foundation. In all these three
fields, the foundation has a unique approach: That combining the perceptive depth of a
think-tank with grassroots activism and value driven advocacy as illustrated.
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The Third Space is not passive but intelligent and nurturing:
daring stakeholders, people across disciplines,
who think creatively for out-of-the-box solutions.

The Shillong Consensus

|Conference Report

Asian Confluence Center,
Divya Jeevan Complex,
Lady Veronica Park,
Laitumkhrah, Shillong,
Meghalaya - 793003

www.asianconfluence.org

