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THE INTELLIGENT THIRD SPACE
FOR VIBRANT MEANS AND ENDS

THE CENTRAL QUESTION OF OUR AGE IS....

CAN WE EXCLUDE EXCLUSIVISM?

LET US JOIN HANDS

INDIAN COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS
The Indian Council of World Affairs was established in 1943 by a group of Indian
intellectuals as a think tank. It was registered as a non-official, non-political and
non-profit organisation under the Registration of Societies Act 1860. By an Act of
Parliament in 2001, the Indian Council of World Affairs has been declared an institution of national importance. The Vice President of India is the ex-officio President
of ICWA.
It is devoted exclusively for the study of international relations and foreign affairs.
Historic international conferences like ‘Asian Relations Conference’ in 1947 under
the leadership of freedom fighter Sarojini Naidu and ‘United Nations and the New
World Order’ in 1994 have been held by this think tank in which world renowned
dignitaries addressed huge gatherings of intellectuals. Scores of conferences, meetings and panel discussions have been organised by the Council in its elegant building
called “Sapru House”.
ASIAN CONFLUENCE

Asian Confluence is a think-tank institute that initiates, stimulates and accelerates
revival of the shared civilizational values between the peoples of India and South
East Asia in order to strengthen our intellectual, economic, technological, political
and security ties, and, thus ensure that we become dependable and involved partners
for the growth of all countries in emerging Asia. Headquartered in Shillong, the picturesque hill station in North East India, a special focus of the “Asian Confluence”
is to provide an open platform: one that seeks to bring about, through cultural and
intellectual exchanges, a better understanding of India’s North Eastern region, in the
larger context of India as a responsible player in East Asian geopolitics.
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ASIAN CONFLUENCE SCHOLARS COLLECTIVE:
Recognizing the immense significance of the composite region comprising India’s
North Eastern Region and her Eastern Neighbours, and the urgent necessity for interactive and pro-active scholarship- the Asian Confluence initiative of “SCHOLARS’
COLLECTIVE” is conceived as an evolving forum for new, forward-thinking and
positive scholarship engaged in research and advocacy on Northeast India. Drawing on
the region’s unique geopolitical significance, economic potential and cultural diversity, this initiative is an attempt at realizing a vigorous popular interaction from, by and
about this region beyond the binaries of statist interventions and business initiatives.
In regard for immense potential for new and innovative scholarship in this region, the
idea inherent to this initiative is to take the opportunity to invite young minds to join the
“SCHOLARS’ COLLECTIVE”, and participate through it in these emerging conversations on the future of this region that we propose to initiate through both new media
and interactive presentations at seminars and workshops held from time to time.
The initiative is aimed at engaging young minds from the different parts of this region to move beyond the contingency of history and political geography of divided
borders and lives, to move into a future that seeks to view the region in positive and
progressive terms. The idea is not to ignore the discordant interludes in community
relations but to negotiate with it and move beyond.
ASIAN CONFLUENCE YOUNG SCHOLARS FORUM:
The Asian Confluence Young Scholars Forum is a collaborative initiative between
Asian Confluence Scholars Collective and the Indian Council for World Affairs for
new, forward-thinking and positive scholarship engaged in research and advocacy
on Northeast India drawing on the region’s unique geopolitical significance, economic potential and cultural diversity.
The First Young Scholars Forum was held in December 2015 as a follow up to the
“Shillong Consensus” that emanated from the “Shillong Dialogue” that was hosted
by the Asian Confluence and the Indian Council for world affairs in 2014. Since
inception, the Young Scholars Forum (YSF) has evolved to come up with a definite
mandate for itself: that of acting as a “voice of the future” of the North Eastern
Region as it relates to India’s engagement with her Eastern Neighbours and to create an engaging academic voice for well researched solutions to address the deep
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rooted complex issues that affect the region as a whole. Aimed at complementing
governmental efforts of creating peaceful and prosperous borders,the role of “Young
Scholars’ Forum” of the region is to create a balanced regional voice in the academic
and strategic community, which is has gained paramount importance today in light
of India’s Act East Policy and Neighbourhood First Policy.
The Young Scholars Forum has taken up the following missions:
• Acting as a voice of the future for the North Eastern Region, the YSF will contribute to creating a synergy through “Third Space dialogues” on negotiating for
peace and conflict resolution in the region
• Take up critical concerns on the environmental history pertaining to the North
eastern region and engage in research and advocacy in themes of environmental
crisis facing the region.
• YSF will develop a database on border trade infrastructure , trading practices and
trading culture of the NER beyond the limitations of borders and boundaries.
• YSF will build a shared historical experiences and traditions and work on synegizing the people of diverse communities towards the appreciation of shared
historical and cultural beyond the limitations of borders and boundaries.
• YSF will try to attempt at creating a comprehensive database on traditional sites
of people to people interaction located at existing international borders and engage in advocacy towards promoting these sites as populous integration sites
and prosperity zones as part of international tourism sites beyond the limitations
of borders and boundaries.
• Asian Confluence YSF will takeuo specific Third Space dialogues on the rich
biodiversity and natural resources along rivers and river banks and a new way
to develop engagement across borders andnuture people to people partnerships
towards safeguarding the natural resources of the region
• The YSF will collaborate with likeminded institutions towards creating a databaseof shared everyday practices of livelihood patterns and alsolook towards
celebrating the common threads that exist amongst the people of the region beyod boundaries of communities and cultures popularizing practices and traditions which find themselves challenged with the high tide of globalization.
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SUMMARY
The YOUNG SCHOLARS FORUM 2017 (YSF2017) will focus on “India’s North
Eastern States and Eastern Neighbours: Borderlands, People and Connectivity”.
It aims to build on the extremely successful Young scholars forum held in 2015 and
continue as a sustained collaborative exercise between the ICWA and the Asian
Confluence Scholar’s Collective to create a sustained academic voice for well researched solutions to address the deep rooted complex issues that affect the region as
a whole. Recognizing the critical location of Northeast Indian region with long land
boundaries with India’s Eastern Neighbours and holding great promise as the future
highway of cultural and economic interaction between India and its neighbouring
countries of South and South East Asia, YSF 2017 will focus on three broad theme:
• Borders, Boundaries and Citizenship
• Natural Resource Management and Livelihood Challenges
• Border Trade and Trade Cultures
The Seminar spread over one and half days will be attended by invited young scholars,participants from the region. Senior members from the academic, policy making,
strategic, political and cultural community will be invited to participate as observers,
moderators and keynote speakers.
The proposed brainstorming seminar will bring younger scholars from the region to come
up with concrete feasible recommendations and seeks to engage young minds towards:
• Highlighting and advocating the common destiny shared by the region due to the
dictats of geography that connect the region.
• Unleash creative energy for out of the box ideas to strengthen ideas about physical connectivity focusing on “rivers and roads, trade and exchange and material
and intellectual cultures of the people”
• Create a constructive engagement of people and institutions on borderlands including migration and border management between India’s North Eastern Region and her Eastern neighbours, driven by civil society on both sides.
The seminar will bring together young scholars from organizations representing
government, small enterprises, civil society and academicia, to have a brainstorming
on the topic The focus is to create concrete measurable time line and action based
agendas that stakeholders from all sides can act upon.
4

Citizenship and Identity A Different Perspective for Borderland Communities in North East India
DhrubajyotiBhattacharjee,
ICWA, New Delhi
dhrubajyoti@icwa.in

ABSTRACT:
Instead of looking into the ongoing politics of citizenship and identity, which has been in the discourse for a significant amount of time, my discussion will try to evaluate the concept of citizenship,
and identity of a community, as a tool for confidence building in conflictual regions and societies.
With changing perceptions and realities, the concept of citizenship has gained fluidity. The role of
identity in recent years has sowed discontent amongst communities and groups. while being bridges
between communities beyond legal walls. This is unfortunate as they have historically acted as
bridge between communities trespassing current laws that bound them as illegal immigrants. People
from communities of Nepal and Bhutan, did not find the legality of citizenship as an obstacle to
interact and develop together with India. The porous borders between India and Myanmar, despite
posing significant challenges provide ample opportunity for socio-economic political development.
Thus it would be prudent for academicians to study the relationship between citizenship and identity
from a wider perspective of being tools of confidence building between communities

Dr Dhrubajyoti Bhattacharjee is a Research Fellow at the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA), Sapru House,
New Delhi. Prior to joining ICWA, Dr Bhattacharjee was an Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science, Siliguri College, University of North Bengal for ten years (2005-2015). He received his M. Phil and Ph.D. from
Jawaharlal Nehru University working extensively on Pakistan’s foreign policy decision making under civilian and
military leaderships. His interest also includes Terrorism, Human Security, Foreign Policy Decision Making, India
and Myanmar, South Asian politics and political and strategic development in Pakistan and Afghanistan, Israel as well
as associated with Act East Policy.
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Partition and the predicaments of citizenship in northeast India
Binayak Dutta,
Department of History,
NEHU ,Shillong
binayakdutta18@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
While there is little doubt over partition of India causing extreme violence, displacement and agony,
very little space has been given to the study of the history of partition and after in Eastern India, till
recent times. Partition as divorced from transfer of power was a story of anxiety and pain. The sudden transformation of a familiar space into an unfamiliar terrain was traumatic in view of the hostile
response to such displacement. Partition in northeast India is not an event but a process that has
cast its imprint on politics, community relations and the nature of citizenship in this region. A very
important dimension of post partition politics in this borderland is the politics over citizenship and
belonging. The drawing of borders over this colonial borderland and the displacement and migration
of people across the border into what has come to be understood as North East India has critically
complicated the politics over peopling. Citizenship is a contested terrain and the idea of belonging
is today more challenged than ever before. The idea of granting citizenship to Hindu refugees from
across the borders as envisaged The Citizenship ( Ammendment ) Bill, 2016 has ignited a flurry of
claims and counterclaims in this region. The proposal of the GOI to set up border fencing has also
generated its own share of support and protests. All these developments have again transformed this
region into a land in flux. The paper attempts to emphasize the need to reconstruction of decolonization and displacement histories in Assam which I argue can transform the way partition history
is viewed and explore the idea of continuity and disruption in the politics over citizenship in the
region.

Binayak Dutta is a faculty at the Department of History, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong and
the Coordinator of the Young Scholars Forum, Asian Confluence, Shillong. He was formerly with
Assam University, Diphu Campus and a Fellow at the Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change
and development. He has authored a number of books and over a score of research papers.
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The Issue of Endangerment of Ethnic Languages and Culture –
Perspectives from Northeast India
Dr.Palash Kumar Nath
Anundoram Borooah Institute of Language,
Art & Culture (ABILAC),Assam
palashnath2003@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT:
The issue of endangerment of language and culture of some of the ethnic communities have, of late,
gained a lot of attention due to the unprecedented pace in which many of these languages and cultural riches are vanishing from amongst us. This talkdraws upon the speaker’s hands on experience
in working with some of the ethnic communities like the Singphos and Tai Khamyangs towards
preservation and revitalization of their language. The talk will primarily focus on discussing various
factors leading to the loss of such languages and culture in the context of Northeast India. It will
also dwell on various efforts that the speaker is involved with towards documentation, presrevation
and stregthening these languages. The talk will also highlight the need for community participation
and empowerment in the process of preservation and revitalization of their language and culture.
briefly discuss the issue of community sensitization and empowerment towards preserving their
own language and culture.

Dr.Palashkumar Nath has been involved in the field of documentation and preservation of endangered languages
in Northeast India since the year 2005. He has worked with different ethnic communities like the Tsingphos, Tai
Khamyangs, Tangsas in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. Over the past ten years or so he has been mainly involved in
community based language research programmes under which he worked closely with the members of these different
communities towards documentation, preservation and revitalization of their languages and cultures. Besides documentation and its related works, he has also been assisting some of these ethnic communities in developing mother
tongue based multilingual education programmes aimed at enabling their children to learn the basic literacy skills
through their mother tongue. He has been associated with the Endangered Languages Documentation Programme
(ELDP) at School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) under the University of London, through his works in this
field. He has undergone training in documentation of endangered languages provided by ELDP at UK, and at Max
Planck Institute of Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen, at the Netherlands. He has completed his masters in Linguistics and
Ph.D from Gauhati University.
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My Grandmother’s Tales of the Partition - 1947
Sashi Teibor Laloo
Research Scholar,
				
North Eastern Hill University.
							 teiborsashi@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
On August 1947, India and Pakistan arose to celebrate the transfer of Power into becoming two
separate Nations. The announcement of the Partition of 1947 was paid by a number of communities
on both sides of the border, which led to one of the largest migrations and displacements in human
history. This modern political boundary or Radcliff Line (named after Cyril Radcliff, the chairman
of the Boundary Commission) meant to demarcate a border and formalize citizenship based on religious ethnicity, also disrupted the age old community relations and territory in its process. Despite
the vast array of academic work done on the theme partition with respect to the States of Punjab and
Bengal, the event and areas concerning the North Eastern part of India has come into the picture, a
few decades ago.
In this paper I would talk of the partition from the perspectives of oral, documented and official
accounts focusing on the Khasi and Jaintia community residing on the southern foothills of Meghalaya, bordering the plains of erstwhile East Pakistan and modern day Bangladesh. The objective
is to highlight the relations of the hill tribes and the people of the plains prior to the partition, the
complexities in carving out the Borders and the role played by the government to meet the needs of
the hour. Finally, as the topic of my theme goes, I would share the stories of my Grandmother, who
was born and brought up in the village of Wahlong, her vivid accounts of the land before and after it
was partitioned and how the people dealt the formation of this boundary line a few kilometers from
her childhood home.
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Addressing livelihood issues is the key to conserve natural resources in
Upper Brahmaputra Valley, Assam
Dr Narayan Sharma
Cotton College State University
narayansharma77@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
The Upper Brahmaputra Valley of Assam harbours lowland tropical evergreen forests, considered
among one ofthe most threatened forest type in the world. Several endangered large mammals, like
- hoolock gibbons, tigers and elephants, along with several endemics still inhabit in these forests..
The adjoining valley encloses, within its folds, a vast human landscape with agricultural fields,
settlements -historical and newer. Amidst, large stretches of tea gardens intersperse the valley, reflecting the colonial past and its contemporary legacies. The historical contingencies coupled with
ever extensive human use, has resulted in these otherwise-contiguous lowland forests in isolated
standing fragments today. However, many of these isolated fragments still startlingly host remnants
of the landscape’s original biodiversity.
Only a quarter of the Upper Brahmaputra Valley is forested. The existing forests of this region
continue to experience widespread fragmentation and rapid degradation. In addition to this, the
landscape comprises of a large number of marginalised human communities, many of them depend
on the forests for their livelihoods. But it is not the historical dependency that has lead to the present
extensive use and extractions. Rather, a sharp rise in marginalisation is drawing on serious conflicts
over land and natural resources.
The obvious question one may ask is whether these forest fragments are worth conserving. I examine this question by studying non-human primates, which are severely affected by the landscape transformation. My study in this region for over a decade suggest that apart from immediate
intervention to restore the degraded forest fragments, regulating the chronic extraction of forest
resources, there is an urgent need to address the livelihood issues of the local people. The study
suggests options that not only conserve the threatened biodiversity of this region, but also sustain the
livelihoods and aspirations of people and make forest of the Upper Brahmaputra Valley ecologically
and socially sustainable.
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Who Knows the Subansiri: Disquieting Discourses on a Turbulent River
Parag Jyoti Saikia
meandering1800@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
The Subansiri river, flowing through two of the largest states of India’s northeastern region is the
biggest tributary of Brahmaputra river and in the recent times, has becomes the battleground of
different discourses around the construction of 2000 MW Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project
(SLHEP). This project, developed by National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC), started
its construction in 2005 but remained suspended since 2011 due to protests against its probable
downstream impacts. The probable impacts on the lives and livelihoods of the people living in the
downstream areas of this dam, played an important role in mobilizing peoples’ opinion against this
project.
In this backdrop, based on a seven month long field-work in the downstream areas of this dam, this
paper brings together different discourses of ‘livelihood’ along the river Subansiri in Assam. The
paper discusses the various ways in which people depend on the river and therefore the possible
impact of the dam on their lives. It studies these aspects vis-à-vis reports from Expert Committees
and dam authority, which even though acknowledges some of this aspect but never able to bring out
the nuances of human-nature interaction along the banks of river Subansiri. At the same time, the
paper emphasizes on the need to situate these livelihoods within the larger political economy of the
region by elaborating on specific livelihood practices associated with the river.

Parag Jyoti Saikia holds an M. Phil Degree in Social Sciences from Centre for Studies in Social
Sciences, Calcutta. His M. Phil dissertation, titled ‘Flows of Desire: The Story of Damming a River
in Upper Assam’ is an ethnographic account of areas falling in the downstream of contested hydropower projects in Northeast India. He also holds a master’s degree in Development Studies from
Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati. He was formerly associated with South Asia Network on
Dams, River and People (SANDRP) as an Assistant Coordinator. He is interested in political economy of Northeast India, with special reference to ecology, infrastructure and river.
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Tigers of the Transboundary Manas Conservation Area
Dipankar Lahkar
Aaranyak, Guwahati
dipankar.lahkar@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
Elusive and stealthy, sparsely distributed and occurring at low density, tigers (Panthera tigris) are
arguably one of the largest and specialised predators of ungulates (hoofed mammals) and has served
as an effective flagship species in conserving wildlife and their spaces in many parts of Asia. The
Transboundary Manas Conservation Area (TraMCA) (6500 sq km)constitutes an area falls under
Manas National Park (MNP) (500 sq km) of India and Royal Manas National Park (RMNP) (1057
sq km) of Bhutan, recognised as one of the global priority tiger conservation landscapes (TCL #37)
for securing tiger metapopulation for the long team sustainable conservation.The present study was
conducted to estimate the tiger population in TraMCA area. The camera trapping was done under
spatially explicit photographic capture recapture formulato estimate the tiger abundance and density
in TraMCA. The study was conducted from 24th February to May 6th 2015 covering an area of
589 sq km. From a total of 160 survey grids and sampling effort of 10,800 trap nights, 21 individual tigers were identified. Out of total 21 tiger individuals, 10 were males and 11 were females. A
total 4 tigers were found to be common to both RMNP and MNP. The population estimated was 21
(±SE4.7) individuals from the study area with a 95% confidence interval range of 14 to 32. The tiger
density was estimated at 0.84 (±SE 0.18) individuals/ 100 sq km under the maximum likelihood secr
analysis.
Key words: TraMCA, tiger, population estimation, likelihood based secr analysis
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Ecology, Environment and Livelihood Challenges:
The Craft Making in Jaintia Hills
Dachanmi Dkhar
Research Scholar,
NEHU, Shillong
dachanmi@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
The Jaintias are said to have specialized knowledge of craftwork such as pot-making, textile weaving, cane and bamboo works, wooden works, ornamentation and iron smelting. It may be noted,
most of the traditional crafts originated and concentrated at certain areas or villages which became
the primary centers for craft making. Besides the availability of raw materials, the crafts industry
also tends to locate at areas close to local markets determining crafts production. The production of
crafts in Jaintia Hills is usually at the level of household industry mostly as a secondary employment
for the craftsman while agriculture as a primary occupation. The products produced are ordinary and
simple mainly for locally consumption. However with the beginning of colonial rule in the latter
half of 18th century in Jaintia Hills there were significant changes in industrialization, trade and
market economies, with which the traditional crafts industry which was said to have once been “a
considerable industry” has significantly declined in production and is continuing till now. Besides
the impact of industrial economy there are certainly other economic challenges as well.
Therefore, this paper intends to study the significance and impact of ecology and environment in facilitating the emergence of craft-specific centers in the Jaintia Hills. This paper will further provide
a discussion specifically on the crafts of pot-making and textile weaving as a case study and the livelihood challenges faced by the people engaged with it in a particular area in its geographical settings.
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Border Haat : A measure to boost bilateral ties ?
Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee.
Department of Political Science,
NEHU,Shillong,
bhattacharjee.suparna@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
The issue of connectivity has assumed significance in Indian foreign policy pursuit with the commencement of India’s look-east policy in 1990. It has resulted in reaching agreements with neighboring countries on several measures to widen bilateral trade, investment and economic cooperation
in a balanced and sustainable manner to open up opportunities for regional trade. In that context,
opening up border haats along the international borders of India’s North-East figured in the agenda
to boost bilateral commercial transactions with the neighboring nations as India shares more than
five thousand kilometers of international border with neighboring countries in North-East part of India. Four border haats are in operation at present (along the Indo-Bangla border-Two in Meghalaya
and two in Tripura bordering Bangladesh)
Border Haat is a traditional form of weekly market or makeshift bazaar at a certain point on zero
lines of borders which offers the people along the borders to market and shop each other’s products
once a week.
Though haats offer limited trading facilities in terms of items , numbers of vendors etc; transaction
worth Rupees three to four lakhs takes place per haat per week. Border haats are in high demand by
people on both sides of borders, living in remote enclaves and hilly areas, as they find it difficult to
buy and sell products needed in day-to-day life.
Given the context, the proposed paper would seek to analyse the potential of border haat in engaging India’s North-East with its neighbours and how Haat may prove to be a valuable mechanism to
boost India’s Act East initiative.
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Border Trade between North East India and Bangladesh
DeigraciaNongkynrih
Department of Economics, NEHU,Shillong
deigracianongkynrih@yahoo.co.in

ABSTRACT:
With the announcement of the Look East Policy of the Government of India during the 1990’s to the
now Act East Policy, the issues of promoting closer economic cooperation between North East India
and the neighbouring countries of Myanmar, Bhutan, China and Bangladesh has gained prominence
in discourse. Interestingly, North East India shares the longest border with Bangladesh at around
1800 km boundary – 1434 km. is land border and 446 km is riverine tract. Given the proximity and
contiguity that exists between them the potential of trade needs to be explored. This paper attempts
to examine trade relations between India and Bangladesh, by specifically looking at border trade
between North East India and Bangladesh.
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Cross-border Exchanges and channels of flow and mobility along Indo-Myanmar
Border: A Case study of Tengnoupal District in Manipur
Uttam Lal
Sikkim University,Gangtok,
Sikkim,India
uttamlal.su@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:
Though the cross border trade essentially refers to the flow of goods and services across borders
between respective jurisdictions of countries. It is often discussed in terms of exchange of goods at
regional scale and beyond and only occasionally at local and village level. While such exchanges
varies from formal to informal trade. The quest for such exchanges often goes beyond economic
rationale and bringing in socio-political considerations.
The basic premise of this paper lies in treating the borders as homeland and subsequently studies the
flow of goods and services and their dependence upon channel(s) of flow and mobility.
Thework is an attempt to pitch-in the discourse on cross-border trade between India and Myanmar
from Village level to local area level perspective.The information required for the paper has been
gathered largelyasparticipant observation and through semi-structure interviews of the villagers,
government officials as well as unstructured walk and talk interviews at market places and along
arteries of flow across the largely porous borders.
Keywords: Mobility, Cross-border, exchange, trade

Having acquired his doctorate from JNU, New Delhi while working on ‘Environmental Constraints in Western Himalaya, Dr. Lal joined Sikkim University in 2010 as a founding member of
Department of Geography & Natural Resources Management. Currently, he is the In-Charge of
the Department OF Geography and is nodal person from Sikkim University in the Inter-University
Consortium on Cryosphere and Climate Change (IUCCCC) where other three partner Universities
has been JNU, New Delhi, University of Jammu, Jammu, Kashmir University, Srinagar (J&K).
This consortium is investigating the Himalayan Cryosphere by selecting benchmark glaciers from
Western to Eastern Himalaya. Dr. Lal is leading the team of Sikkim University in this DST sponsored study which is
undertaking mass-balance study of selected glaciers as well as black carbon effects of these and the cryo-microbial
profiling and societal adaptability.
His area of academic interest covers the Himalayan Ecology, socio-economic dynamics of Highland and Rangeland
Studies and space-relation where he is interested in routes and realms.
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Indo-Bangla Border Haats: Socio-economic Connectivity
(A Study of Kamlasagar Border Haat of Tripura)
Dr. Nila Dutta
H.O.D. Sociology Department.
Women’s College, Shillong.
nilad49@yahoo.co.in

ABSTRACT:
The Border Haats are weekly border markets located in the zero line of International borders for mutual benefit of the people of the cross-border areas. Presently many Border Haats have emerged in
the border areas of India and Bangladesh to carry out border trade at higher levels and dimensions.
It has been realised by the Governments of both the countries that Border Haats have an immediate
impact on border area development and establishing people-to people contact in the cross-border
areas. In this context, the present paper will make an attempt to study the functioning of Kamlasagar
Border Haat of Tripura and its socio- economic impact on the people of the-border areas.The study
is based on primary data gathered through personal interviews from the people of Kamlasagar Border Haat of Tripura, which is supplemented by secondary data from different sources.
Objectives:
1. To understand the functioning of the Border Hatt.
2. To analyse the socio-economic consequences of the Border Haat.
3. To find out possibilities of further improvement of the existing Border Haat
Keywords: Border Trade, Border Haats, Socio-Economic exchanges, India, Bangladesh, Tripura.
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